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Important Dates 

Monday 9th March  Labour Day Holiday 

Wednesday 11th March  Y7 Sport 

Thursday 19th March  Y7 Immunisations, Y8 Sport 

Tuesday 24th March Region Swimming 

Wednesday 25th March Parent/Teacher Interviews, Pupil Free Day 

Friday 27th March Last Day Term 1 

Monday 13th April  Easter Monday Holiday 

Tuesday 14th April  First Day Term 2 

Wednesday 22nd April  State Swimming 

Tuesday 28th March Division Cross Country 

Friday 1st May Senior Sport 

Friday 8th May Intermediate Sport 

Friday 29th May Year 8 Sport 

Thursday 4th June Year 7 Sport 

C A R E E R   N E W S 

  
Click the link –  14th February 2020 

21st February 2020  

 

Uniform Shop Hours  2020 

Tuesdays 
8.00am to 11.00am 

 
Thursdays 

1.00pm to 4.00pm 

Click here  

for Uniform Order Form 

 

Student Absence Reporting 
Hotline 

9803 5144  
  

Press 1 
Please call before 9am 

 

Term Dates 
2019/2020 

TERM 1 : 29th Jan—27th March 

TERM 2: 14th April—26th June 

TERM 3: 13th July—18th Sep 

TERM 3: 5th October—18th  

December 

Canteen 

Canteen Price List click  Here  

https://careers.highvalesc.vic.edu.au/
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Compass-Career-News-14-February-2020.pdfC:/Users/08738266/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Compass-Career-News-21-February-2020.pdfC:/Users/08738266/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/1.-Uniform-Order-Form-26.07.2019.docx.pdf
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Highvale-menu-2020.pdfC:/Users/08738266/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates


 

Ian Watkins 

Principal 
 

School review 

Highvale Secondary College is currently in the middle of its 
four year review process. On Tuesday the first of four review 
days was held. This saw the school reviewer, representatives 
from the Department of Education acting as Challenge  
partners and the local Senior Advisor meet with the school 
leadership team and School Council President Mr Terry 
Chung, to discuss the school’s achievements over the last 
four years. The group then undertook some preliminary 
classroom visits and interviewed some students and staff. 
This enabled the Reviewer to identify areas for closer  
inspection and investigation of school programs and  
processes.  
 
 

I would like to thank all the parents, staff and students who will participate in the review. Your input will be  
gratefully received. 
 

 School Council Elections 

At the close of the nomination period for the 2020-2022 Highvale Secondary College School Council period I had 
received four nominations for the three parent representative places. As the number of nominations exceeds the 
number of positions a ballot has been called. The ballot closes at 3pm Tuesday 10 March 2020. Ballot papers are 
available to down load from Compass or can be collected at the General Office.  

 
Parents are asked to make a clear mark beside the names of selected candidates. Place the completed ballot in 
a blank envelope and either 

 Place the envelope in an envelope with the voter's name and address on the back and deliver it to the General 
Office or 

 place the envelope in the ballot box in the General Office and have your name marked off the central register. 

 

School Council AGM 

The School Council Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 17 March in the main staffroom. During this 
meeting the 2020 Annual report will be presented for consideration. 

 

VCE information  

FREE AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING  -I would like to encourage all students undertaking a VCE subject to consider the 
free afterschool tutoring.  It is held in the senior study centre between 3.00-4.30pm from Mondays to Thursdays. 

EDROLO – Please ensure VCE students engage with this online tutoring package. It provides additional teacher  
videos that explain key concepts, revision and assessment items. 
 

I Watkins 



 

Deborah LoSordo 

First Aid 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

PLEASE make sure you have informed the college of ANY history of allergies your child may have suffered, or  

continues to suffer, no matter how minor or recent.  Allergic reactions can intensify over time and exposure and 

can re-occur at any time. The college needs information on what to expect and an action plan needs to be in place 

to keep your child healthy.   

PARKING REMINDER 

Just a friendly reminder that parents ARE NOT permitted to drive in to drop off or 

pick up their students on the school grounds at the beginning or end of the school 

day. Driving onto the grounds at these peak times of student movement is a danger 

to everyone. These rules are especially important on wet days when visibility can be  

reduced.  



 

Carole Wood 

Year 7 Coordinator 
 

On Monday 24th February, 180 Year 7 students and 21 staff set off on four coaches, for the annual camp to  

Somers, on the Mornington Peninsula. The sun was shining, the students were excited, some of the parents were 

anxious and the teachers were relieved that we were finally underway. 

 

We arrived approximately an hour and fifteen minutes later, unloaded 

our luggage, found our rooms and then prepared for the first activities. 

The leader of the camp, Alex, met us all in the stage area and introduced 

his team of assistants, a lively bunch of young people who were  

enthusiastic and encouraging throughout the three days. Each group of 

students had their own leader, who stayed with them during their  

rotation through all the activities, including raft building, (not so  

successful for many groups!), beach games, kayaking, stand up paddle 

boarding, surfing, snorkelling, group initiative games and screen printing 

of camp t-shirts, designed by the students.  

 

The final morning involved a 

walk to Coolart heritage 

homestead and an  

exploration of the beautiful 

old home and its expansive 

grounds. One group was even entertained by Ivan playing the old pi-

ano.  

 

The first night was a games night run by Jo and her assistants, Kirsten 

and Isaac and the following night was a hotly-contested trivia night, 

run by the camp leaders. (The teachers still insist they won, despite 

the final decision giving the ‘Tim Tams’ group the prize.) 

 

 

Year 7 Camp to Lord Somers, 2020 



Screen Printing T-Shirts 

The rooms were great, although some a little noisier than others, the food was delicious and plentiful and the posi-

tive attitude displayed by students and staff made this a camp to remember. We arrived back at school tired, but 

happy. Many thanks to all involved, especially Mrs Valentine for her superb organisation.  

 

Mrs Carole Wood 

Year 7 Coordinator, 2020 



 

Kelsey Dwyer 

Sport 
 

Senior Sport Day 

 

On 26th February, 32 senior boys and girl’s students played in the Waverley Division Volleyball tournament at 
Stringers Stadium in Keysborough. The senior girls pool ended up having 5 rounds where they played matches 
against A and B teams from Vermont, Glen Waverley, Mount Waverley as well as playing one another. This late 
change made it quite challenging for our B team but the girls still put on an excellent display of sportsmanship, 
encouragement and resilience when playing their matches. The girls A team won 4 out of their 5 games to finish 
2nd in their pool, losing narrowly against Glen Waverley A team in their second match for the day.  

 

We met Glen Waverley A team again for the grand final. After losing the first set, the girls managed to pick  
themselves up and come away with a convincing win from their second set. The final set was first to 10 points 
and thanks to Rachel Huynh’s consistent serving this allowed a strong lead of 9-3. A few nerve wracking moments 
followed where Glen Waverley defended strong to get within two points. A lovely final dig by Alexia Pagarliotas 
sealed the win and the Highvale girls A team were the overall winning team for the day. 
 

In the boy’s competition the B-team had a great day, displaying a high level of skill and teamwork. They were 
consistently encouraging of each other and were able to pass the ball to dangerous areas to win many points. 
They comfortably made their way into the final, having to challenge Mount Waverley for the ‘B’ title. Sadly, the 
boys were unable to clench the win, coming 2nd overall for the day. 

  

The Senior boys A team were met with tough opponents all day, showing determination and resilience to try and 
earn a win. Unfortunately for the team, they narrowly lost each match by only a couple of points. Even after their 
disappointment the A team displayed the Highvale spirit by watching, encouraging and celebrating with the girls 
during their grand final. 

 

We were so impressed to see our students uphold our school values both on and off the court for the entirety of 
the day. It was an extremely enjoyable day for all and the supportive atmosphere created by both the boys and 
girls celebrating the nail-biting A team girls win was certainly memorable and we as teachers could not be more 
proud.  

The girls will now progress to the Eastern Metropolitan Region Finals to be played on Thursday 26th March.  

 

Kelsey Dwyer and Stephen Jarvis  

 



 

Chris Mitchell 

Head of Music 
 

Music News 6th March 2020 

 

New Enrolments 

All new enrolments should have now had at least one lesson. Please let me know as soon as possible if you have 
submitted a form but have not had a lesson scheduled. If there are students who haven’t yet signed up for an 
instrument but wish to do so, we have spaces for Trombone, Clarinet and Saxophone. Strings and Percussion are 
now full. 

 

Instrument Hire for 2020 

Most students who have requested hire have now been issued with an instrument. We are still waiting on some 
instruments to be delivered to the school by the hire company – as you can imagine, they have many schools to 
issue instruments to at this time of year. Your patience while awaiting instruments is appreciated. 

 

Ensembles 2020 

Many of our major ensembles have already started rehearsing. Smaller ensembles and beginner groups will 
begin in the coming weeks or early in term 2. 

 

NEVR Concert 

We regularly have a large contingent of students involved in the North-East Victorian Region concert. This year, 
the concert will be held on Wednesday May 27th. It provides a great opportunity to work with students and staff 
from other schools, as well as other industry professionals, and to perform at a world class venue. Applications 
are now open for this year’s concert, with the following ensembles available: 

 

Secondary Choir (open to all students and staff) 

String Orchestra (AMEB Grade 2 and above) 

Concert Band (AMEB Grade 2 and above) 

Percussion Ensemble (AMEB Grade 2 and above) 

Symphonic Band (AMEB Grade 3 and above) 

Symphony Orchestra (AMEB Grade 5 and above) 

 

The rehearsal schedule is reprinted below. Applicants must be available for all rehearsals and the performance. 
Students can collect a copy of this schedule and the parent information letter from their instrumental music 
teacher. Applications are due by March 19th, but the earlier you enter the more chance you have of getting into 
your preferred ensemble. Please inform your instrumental teacher when you have registered so that we can 
have our own list of students who applied. 





Twilight Tunes Courtyard Concert 

Thank you to all the students who took the time to audition for this event. Unfortunately, we weren’t able to fit in 
all applicants for this show, but there will be other opportunities for students who missed out at other events 
throughout the year. Successful applicants have been added to the compass event. It would be great if parents / 
guardians could provide consent as soon as possible. Students have also been e-mailed a running order which 
they should check carefully and let me know if there are any issues. Performers will be required from 5.15pm but 
can choose to stay after school if they don’t have time to go home. The library will be open until 4pm and they 
may get roped in to help with set up! 

 

The concert will feature solos and small groups 
from a wide variety of genres along with our Year 
8 Class Orchestra. The concert will be held on 
Thursday March 12th at 6pm and audience tickets 
can be booked at https://www.trybooking.com/
BIMUR .This will be a more informal concert than 
our Winter, Spring and Junior concerts. As such, 
performers will join the audience when not  
performing. Audience members are welcome to 
bring a picnic to enjoy during the show and as 
there is very limited seating in the courtyard,  
audience members are encouraged to bring fold 
up chairs or picnic rugs. If the weather is poor, 
the concert will be moved to the VCE centre.  
Proceeds from the ticket sales will be going  
towards our grand piano fund. 

Grand Piano Fundraiser 

At the Winter Concert in 2019, we launched a fundraiser for a performance level grand piano for the theatre. We 
believe that such an instrument will greatly enhance our music program, with piano being used in many of our en-
sembles and to accompany soloists and small groups. We welcome all contributions to the grand piano fund, and 
are particularly encouraging members of the school community to donate one key of the piano at $200.  

 

We would love to be able to have the funds in time to purchase an instrument for this year’s Winter Concert in 
June. Details on how to donate are contained below. If you have donated one or more keys, please don’t forget to 
drop into the office to sign your name on the keyboard print. If you are interested in contributing, please see below 
for further details. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BIMUR
https://www.trybooking.com/BIMUR




The program runs in the safe, supervised environment of the senior study Centre afterschool between  

3.00 - 4.30pm from Mondays to Thursdays. 

All our tutors are past Highvale students who achieved outstanding results in their chosen subjects and have 

been endorsed by the teaching staff as being highly knowledgeable of the subject content.  

 

Tutoring can provide a number of benefits for students of all learning stages such as: 

 

 Assist with subject content and improve results 

 Gain confidence. 

 Goal setting and time management skills 

 Provide students with valuable advice, feedback and encouragement.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Egan at keg@highvalesc.vic.edu.au to enquire about how you can get 

 involved. 

Kellie Egan 

Tutoring Coordinator 

FREE VCE TUTORING 

mailto:keg@highvalesc.vic.edu.au


FREE YEAR 7 - 10 TUTORING  

MATHS/SCIENCE 
Mrs MANN — Thursdays in S3 

3 — 4 pm 

OFFICE VISITOR 

Today we had a little visitor in the Front Office. A lovely lady from Reptile Encounters brought in Koda to visit. Koda 

is a Brush Tailed Bettong (or Woylie in Aboriginal), a nocturnal animal. Bettongs are also known as rat kangaroos as 

they move about with low, springy hops. These small marsupials are endemic to Australia and were once  

widespread throughout the country. They're in the same family as potoroos and the now extinct Desert  

Rat-kangaroo. They are important ecological engineers displaced during the colonisation of the continent, and  

vulnerable to the threatening factors such as altered fire regimes, land clearing, pastoralism and the introduced 

predatory species such as the fox and cat. 

 

 

 

 

 

A few lucky students got to  

cuddle Koda while he was here.  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

                                       

                                 Protecting Children from Abuse: For Parents and Carer 

                                            保護孩子免受虐待 給家長和照顧者的資訊 

Bảo vệ Trẻ em khỏi bị Ngược đãi: Dành cho Cha mẹ và Người chăm sóc 

학대로부터 어린이 보호하기: 부모와 보호자를 위한 정보 

    

   Dear parents 

As adults we play a critical role in protection children from harm. The following link provides 

you detailed information. 

For Easy English version, please click the following website, 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_Second ar-

ySchool_FactSheet.pdf 

For other languages, please click “Translated information” in the following website and select your 

language. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx (Click here) 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_SecondarySchool_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_SecondarySchool_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx




 

Highvale Secondary College 
"Making a difference" 
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