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Important Dates
Friday 26th November

Y10 & Y11 last day of classes

Monday 29th November to
Friday 3rd December

Students in Y11 & Y12, 2022 Headstart

Friday 3rd December

Y7 to Y9 last day of classes

Monday 6th December to
Friday 10th December

Y7 to Y9 December Program

Tuesday 7th December

Year 7 2022 Orientation Day
Student Pupil Free Day

Tuesday 14th December

Presentation Day (online)

Friday 17th December

Last day of 2021

Monday 31st January 2022

First day of Term 1, 2022

CAREER NEWS
Click the link – 29th October 2021
22nd October 2021

Uniform Shop 2021
Click here
for Uniform Order Form

Check COMPASS regarding
booking for opening hours

Student Absence Reporting
Hotline

9803 5144

Term Dates
2021
TERM 4: 4th October—17th December
2022

Press 1
Please call before 9am

TERM 1: 31st January—8th April
TERM 2: 26th April—24th June

Ian Watkins

Principal

Principal’s report
On site return
It has been great to see everyone back onsite and the buzz about the school has been fantastic. Well-done
everyone.
I know that our teachers are keen to check in with every student to ensure that any gaps over the remote teaching
are picked up.
With the current level of restrictions, schools in the main, are able to provide nearly a back to normal program.

End of Year program
Planning is now underway to prepare for the Head Start and End of Year program. Head Start will provide
introductory lessons for students moving into or already undertaking VCE studies. This will occur over the week of
29th November to 3rd December. A timetable of classes will be drawn up and distributed soon.

Students in years 7 to 9 will enjoy an End of Year Program which will again include a trip to Gumbya World on
Monday 13th December. Presentation day celebration on Tuesday 14 December will be video cast like last year.
Details of the program will be released soon.

Year 12 Exams
Our Unit 3 & 4 VCE exams are progressing well. All the exams are conducted in the VCE centre and our 7-11
students have been very responsible by giving it a wide berth.

There has been positive feedback from students that there have not been any unexpected questions and that the
papers have been very fair. Looking forward, we are two weeks into a four week cycle. For our students, the
frequency of examinations really build next week with VCD, PE, History, Specialist Maths, Chemistry, HHD, Physics,
Legal Studies, Food, Literature, Economics, Studio Arts, Computing, Geography.

I Watkins
Principal

Chris Mitchell

Head of Music

Full return to on-site learning
Lessons
Now that we are back at school full time, all instrumental music lessons are on site.
•

String and percussion lessons are able to run as normal.

•

There are still some restrictions around brass, woodwind and singing. These instruments are allowed to be
played on site if appropriate precautions are in place. Where these can’t be met, teachers will provide
alternative learning activities such as having students prepare recordings in advance and developing music
theory skills (also part of assessment in instrumental music.

Ensembles
Ensembles can now all resume, with appropriate precautions in place for brass, woodwind and singing. Please
check the Compass schedule and Highvale student e-mail for specific details on individual ensembles.
The standard rehearsal schedule is below:

Time / Day

Monday

Tuesday

Rhythm Riders
(NMI)

Stick Tricks
(NMI)

Theatre

Stage Band*
(SRE)

Nouveau
Strings
(LCH / DBE)

Gym

Junior Concert
Band
(JMC)

Theatre
Lunch
D2

After School
(3pm – 4pm)

D2

*audition only group

Wednesday
Flute Ensemble
(LGA)
Senior Vocal
Ensemble*
(LNG)
HSC Orchestra
(JGO / SRE /
JMC)

Thursday

Friday
Harmonix
(LNG)

Intermediate
Orchestra
(LGA / DBE /
CMI)

Chamber
Strings*
(JGO / YLA)

Livestream Concert!
We are planning to livestream a concert during the school day on Friday 10th December as part of the December
Program activities. We are aiming to involve as many of our instrumental music students as possible, so please
keep this date free. The livestream will continue to be available to watch after the event. Details on how to
register to receive the viewing link will be made available closer to the event.

AMEB Exams
All students who are signed up for AMEB exams have been switched to video exams. Students will have a
rehearsal with the accompanist on Wednesday 17th November and will record on Thursday 18th November. For
exact times, please check the students’ Compass schedule for this day.

Student Leadership in Music

Applications are now open for 2022 Music Captains. Applications are due by 9am Friday 12th November, via the
form available here. Please read the attached document before submitting an application.

Renewal Forms for 2022
Renewal forms for 2022 have been e-mailed to all students and parents. Forms are due back to the student’s
instrumental teacher today, Friday 5th November. Returning forms on time will greatly assist our planning for
2022. If you have anything you wish to discuss regarding continuing instrumental music next year, please feel free
to contact me (cmi@highvalesc.vic.edu.au)
For those hiring instruments, the form also requires a decision regarding whether you continue to hire, or
whether you are going to purchase your own instrument. Purchasing your own instrument is encouraged,
especially for those who have been playing for 2 or more years, and for smaller instruments like flutes, clarinets,
violins, violas and trumpets. If you are considering purchasing an instrument and are not sure where to start, your
student’s teacher may be able to provide some guidance. If planning on purchasing, it is strongly recommended
you do so as soon as possible, as at many stores stock sells out quickly at the start of the year due to year 7’s
across multiple schools signing up to lessons for the first time. Further, many stores are already low on stock of
some instruments due to manufacturing and shipping delays as a result of COVID-19, so you may find you need to
wait a few weeks for your preferred instrument to arrive. Please note all hire instruments must be brought in for
stocktake on Wednesday 1st December. Only students who have paid the 2022 hire fee by this time or who require
them for school performances after this date will then be able to take their instrument home again.
Grand Piano Acknowledgement Keyboard Print
As announced in a previous newsletter, thanks to the generous support of many, we have now purchased and
taken delivery of a grand piano for the theatre! If you donated $200 or more toward the piano, please drop into
the office once restrictions allow and before the end of the year to sign the keyboard print (if you haven’t already
done so). I hope to be able to then have this acknowledgement up in the theatre early next year.

Annie Yang

Engineering and Technology

Monday marked the first day of whole school coming back. For our 3D printing class of mixed year 9 to 10, it was exciting to
see everyone back in A block.
To make it a special come back, I have prepared a welcome present which was a 3D printed key tag. During the remote
learning, we have learned design theory and developed skills in computer design using TinkerCAD. We had our first trial in
designing a personalised key tag.
Our design ideas have come to shape under the nozzle of 3D printers, each with vivid colours and amazing creativity.
I am very proud of the creativity of everyone and all the good effort we have put in during the remote learning.
I believe the rest of term will be very productive with many brilliant designs coming from screen to printers.
Special thanks to Mr. Shawn for providing us with a whole class set of key rings.

Wilma Withers

ICAS Coordinator

I am pleased to let you know that we have had huge interest in the ICAS assessments in 2021 and these have now
concluded.

Due to the Covid lockdown we conducted four of the five ICAS assessments remotely using the ICAS at home
provision, while the fifth (English) was a hybrid situation with most students sitting for it on Campus while a few
students took part remotely.

I would like to thank all participants and their home support team for making the sessions go so smoothly with
very few issues.

We had the following numbers of participants in the assessments in 2021
•
•

•
•
•

ICAS English - 70
ICAS Maths - 71
ICAS Science - 53
ICAS Writing - 45
ICAS digital technologies – 36

Participants will all receive a certificate which includes a student report on the reverse side. These certificates are
in a number of categories including merit, credit, distinction and high distinction. Medals are awarded to any
student who achieves overall best performance nationally in each category.

Unfortunately due to the Australian COVID lockdowns for eastern states no results and certificates will be available
until December. Should these arrive at the college prior to the Christmas break, the school will notify participants
and their parents.

Once again I would like to thank all participants and their support team at home for the 2021 ICAS program.

Wilma Withers
Highvale Competitions co-ordinator

Uniform Shop

IMPORTANT COVID UPDATE
Due to the changing COVID conditions the uniform shop is currently by appointment only.
Alternatively you can download the uniform order form from the website and submit it via email to
uniform@highvalesc.vic.edu.au for processing.

Year Level Coordinators
Please see the table below for a list of the 2021 Coordinators.
YEAR LEVEL COORDINATORS
YEAR 7
YEAR 8
YEAR 9
YEAR 10
YEAR 11
YEAR 12
HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL
HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

Madeline COSTELLO
Karnel AHMET
Philip BAUMGARTNER
Brian HURLEY
Richard SHELLY
Carly WOO
Natalie VALENTINE
Roslyn PATTI

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS

The NEW Entertainment Memberships are here! The memberships start at just $69.99 and you’ll receive
thousands of dollars worth of offers you can use for up to 2 years (depending on the package you
purchase). You can get a digital membership by following this link
https://au.entdigital.net/orderbooks/187h873 .

Can I still buy the Book?
The Entertainment Book’s changed a bit. In fact, it’s no longer a book at all. Instead, what was once the
Entertainment Book is now an easy-to-use app that’s updated every few minutes – instead of once a
year. That means we can give you even more possibilities to discover, more experiences to unlock, and
more rewards to share. You’ll still get a full 12 months of membership (no matter when you sign up).
You’ll have the same great savings you’ve come to expect. And you’ll be able to make the same
difference for the causes you care about.

Free VCE Tutoring

Free Homework Help Years 7—10

WEDNESDAYS and THURSDAYS

3-4pm
English Tutoring in H Block
Break Out Space

Maths Tutoring in S Block Break Out Space

COMMUNITY NEWS
Protecting Children from Abuse: For Parents and Carer
保護孩子免受虐待 給家長和照顧者的資訊
Bảo vệ Trẻ em khỏi bị Ngược đãi: Dành cho Cha mẹ và Người chăm sóc
학대로부터 어린이 보호하기: 부모와 보호자를 위한 정보

Dear Parents

As adults we play a critical role in protection children from harm. The following link provides
you detailed information.
For Easy English version, please click the following website,
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_Second arySchool_FactSheet.pdf

For other languages, please click “Translated information” in the following website and select your
language.
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx (Click here)
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