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HighvaleSecondaryCollegeaimsto providea comprehensiverangeof VCEsubjectswhichcaterfor studentshavingdifferingneeds,interests
andabilities.

Thecoursesavailableprovidea variety of pathwayswhich meet the needsof all students,whether they wish to enter University,TAFEor
employment.

TheCollegehasa closeassociationwith MonashUniversityand the Universityof MelbourneandDeakinUniversity,which allowsstudents
to completeEnhancementProgramsinvolvingstudyof a first yearUniversitystudywhilst in Year12.

The Collegeis a great blend of being large enough to offer a wide variety of subjects,but small enough to give students individual
support. Qualityteachingis deliveredby a team of experiencedstaff dedicatedto obtainingthe bestpossibleresultsfor the students. Our
VCEcentreprovidesanexcellentenvironmentfor our studentsto focuson their studieswith facilitiesthat supportthis.

Highvale has an excellent reputation for providing:-

Å a learning environment that meets the needs of all students

Å a comprehensive curriculum

Å quality teaching and experienced teaching staff

Å excellent student support and counselling services

On the following pages are the course descriptors for all subjects offered in all VCE pathways. Students need to read throughand select their 
preferences carefully to ensure they meet their needs for the final two years of study at Highvale Secondary College.
Students are advised to consult with the Careers Coordinators, Level coordinators and with subject teachers so as toselect the course which 
best suit their needs.
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TheVictorianCertificateof Education(VCE)isa two yearcourseof study. It representsthe culminationof secondaryschoolingin Victoria.

Theaim of the VCEis to providea comprehensiveeducationfor all students,yet allow for appropriatespecialisationfor studentsto find a pathwayinto further studyor the workforce,suchasthe VCE
VocationalMajor pathway.

GAININGYOURVCEQUALIFICATION
Overthe two yearsof the VCEmost full-time studentswill undertakea total of 22 to 24 semester-lengthunits. Typically,12 unitswill be studiedin Year11 (usuallytheseareunits1 & 2). Ablestudentsin
a particularareamayundertakea Unit 3 and4 sequencein Year11. Tenor twelve unitswill bestudiedin Year12 (usuallyunits3 & 4).

In Year11 studentsstudy6 subjects,at the College,per semester. In Year12 studentsstudy5 subjects,at the College,per semester.

Somestudentsin year11 maybe eligibleto undertakeUnit 3 and4 subjectsin Year11. Thesestudentswill needto liaisewith their subjectteacher,learningarealeaderandcoursesteam. Thebenefitsof
doing an early start unit 3,4 sequenceis that it givesstudentsa sixth VCEsubjectwhich contributes to their ATAR. It also givesthe student the experienceof a Unit 3 and 4 subjectsdemandsand
requirements.

Studentscanbeconsideredfor a placein Unit 3 and4 classessubjectto availabilityandmeetingthe requirementsof the applicationprocess.

In certain circumstances, students may elect to study courses taught by other registered providers. 
For example- Mandarin taught by a Saturday language school. These subjects are taken in addition to the number of subjects required to be taken at Highvale Secondary College. Students will also need to 
have these additional subjects approved by the school.

If you are beginning your VCE this year, you must satisfactorily complete ω  a satisfactory result must be achieved in both Units 3 & 4 and in at least one of Units 1 & 2 in the chosen English subject.
ω  3 sequences of Units 3 and 4 studies other than English
ω  at least 16 Units altogether

If you have studied at a level equivalent to VCE interstate or overseasyou may apply for recognition of prior learning and may gain credit for your studies to replace some VCE units.

THE VCE IN 2024
In all studies,there area setof learningoutcomeswhicharestatementsof what the studentwill be expectedto be ableto do by the endof the unit. Fora studentto be ableto be assessedassatisfactory
(S)for the unit, the studentmust be ableto demonstratethat they haveachievedtheseoutcomes. Assessmentwill be on the basisof suchitemsasfolios,essays,researchprojects,assignments,practical
reportsor other formsof assessmentthat areundertakencontinuouslythroughoutthe unit.

ForUnits1 and2 all assessmentisschoolbasedandinternallyassessed. In addition to the VictorianCurriculumandAssessmentAuthority (VCAA)requirementsfor anSor N for the unit, the Collegewill be
makinggradedassessmentsin the form of a percentagegradeof eachstudent'sperformanceson a rangeof tasksandon end of semesterexaminations. Studentwill alsoreceivean overallperformance
percentagegradefor the unit.

FormostUnits3 and4 studiesthe externalexaminationswill count for at least50%of the final studyscore. Theremainderwill beschoolassessedon either (dependingon the study):

ωschoolassessedcourseworkwhichwill bebasedonǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎoverallperformanceandassessedby teachersin accordancewith VCAAguidelines
ωschoolassessedtaskswhicharesetby the VCAAandwill assessspecificoutcomesin the study.

Schoolassessedcourseworkό{!/Ωǎύare awardeda percentagegrade.Ψ¦DΩwill signifywork of insufficientquality to grade.Ψb!Ωwill be usedif studentsdo not submit work for an assessmenttaskdue to
specialconsideration. Assessmenttasksfor units 1 and 2 are internallyset andassessed. Assessmenttasksfor units 3 & 4 in anyprogramare commonto all studentsin the Stateandare partly assessed
internally in the form of a variety of tasksand partly assessedexternally in the form of examinations. Detailsof the assessmentrequirementsfor all subjectscan be found in the individual subject
descriptions.
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VCE REPORTING

At the end of the academic year, the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) issues a Statement of Results to all students who have obtained results in Victorian Certificate of Education 
(VCE) units, and issues VCE certificates to students who are eligible.

GENERALACHIEVEMENTTEST(GAT)

Students undertaking any unit 3 or 4 study must undertake the General Achievement Test during the year.The GAT will be split into two sections:

Å Section A will assess literacy and numeracy skills

Å Section B will assess skills in mathematics, science, technology, the arts and humanities, with an increased focus on critical and creative thinking skills

Studentsenrolledin oneor moreVCEor scoredVCEVETUnit 3ς4 sequencewill be expectedto sit SectionsA andBof the GAT. Studentsenrolledin VCE- Vocationalmajor (VM)will beexpectedto sit
SectionAonly. If studentsareenrolledin VCE- Vocationalmajor (VM)aswell asoneor moreVCEor scoredVCEVETUnit 3ς4 sequence,they will beexpectedto sit SectionsAandB.

Thistest providesinformationfor the VCAAto adjustscoresfor schoolassessedtasksin Units3 and4.

GAININGA TERTIARYENTRANCERANKFORTERTIARYENTRY

TheAustralianTertiaryAdmissionsRank(ATAR),usedfor entry into tertiary courses,takesinto accountscoresin Units3 and4 Englishor EnglishLiteratureor EnglishLanguage,EALor Literacyaswell
asthe bestthree other scoresand10%of the two next bestscoresknownasthe primaryfour studies.

StudentsMUSTcompletesequential3 and4 units from the Englishgroupof subjectsin order to gainanATAR. Thisappliesto TAFEaswell asUniversitycourses.

Thereareno restrictionson studentsrepeatingunits,but they mayobtain credit only oncefor eachunit. Studentswishingto receivea studyscorewhenrepeatingVCEunitswill needto satisfactorily
completethe Unit 3ς4 sequencein the yearof repetition.

YoucanrepeatUnit 3 of a studyin order to gainyourVCE,but Units3 and4 sequencesmustbestudiedwithin the oneyear,in order to bescored.

Eg: Thismeansthat you cannotstudyDramaunit 3 in oneyearandDramaunit 4 in the next yearandstill receivea scorefor that study. Thereis no valuein repeatinga Unit 1 and2 studywhichyou
havealreadypassed. In planningyourVCEstudies,makesureyouhaveup-to-date informationaboutprerequisitesfor both TAFEandUniversitycourses.

FURTHERINFORMATION

If youwould like to readfurther on VCEcurriculumyouareableto lookat this via the followinglink:

https://www .vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/Pages/Index.aspx

The link will take you to the Victorian Curriculum assessment authority (VCAA) curriculum page where you can navigate to lookup all study designs, further VCE advice and frequently asked 
questions.
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SATISFACTORY COMPLETION
Forsatisfactorycompletionof a VictorianCertificateof Education(VCE)unit, studentsmust demonstratetheir achievementof the set of outcomesasspecifiedin the study design. Thedecisionabout
satisfactorycompletionof outcomesisbasedon theǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎjudgmentof theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎoverallperformanceon a combinationof setwork andassessmenttools relatedto the outcomes. Studentsshould
beprovidedwith multiple opportunitiesacrossthe learningprogramto developanddemonstratethe keyknowledgeandkeyskillsrequiredfor the outcomesfor the unit.

Thedecisionto awardan Sfor satisfactorycompletionof a unit is separatefrom the assessmentof levelsof achievementfor study scorecalculation. VCEunit results(Sor N) contribute to satisfactory
completionof the certificate.

FinalSchool-basedAssessmentscorescontribute to the calculationof a studyscore. Wherethe assessmentitem developedcombinesthe demonstrationof outcomes(Sor N) and levelsof achievement
(scoredassessment),best practicewould support studentswho did not meet the outcomethrough the completionof the assessmentitem beingafforded additionalopportunitiesto demonstratethe
outcome. Studentsmaynot resubmitwork to improvea School-basedAssessmentscore.

S/NUNITRESULTS
Thestudentwill receiveanΨSΩ(satisfactory)for a unit if the teacherdeterminesthat the studenthas:

Å producedwork that demonstratesachievementof the outcomes

Å submittedwork that isclearlytheir own.

Thestudentwill receiveanΨbΩ(not satisfactory)for the unit whenoneor moreof the followingoccurs:

Å the work doesnot demonstrateachievementof the outcomes

Å the studenthasfailedto meet a schooldeadlinefor the assessmenttask,includingif anextensionof time hasbeengrantedfor anyreason,includingspecialprovision

Å the work cannotbeauthenticated(for example,throughlackof attendance)

Å there hasbeena substantialbreachof VCAArulesandtheǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎrulesandprocedures.

STUDENTS ABSENT DURING COURSEWORK ASSESSMENT
Unit 1 & Unit 2

Students who are ill and unable to attend school must have a medical certificate and present this to the Sub School (Year Level coordinator or Head of Sub School). They will pass on the information to the 
subject teacher who will then arrange an alternate time to catch up the task.

Failure to provide a medical certificate will result in the student not being able to sit the task for a score. Instead, theywiƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ {!/κ{!¢ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ{Ω ŦƻǊ 
the outcome.

Seniorschoolstudentsinvolvedin co-curricularactivitiessuchasparticipatingin sportsteams,coaching,musicalperformancesor other schoolsanctionedeventsareableto arrangeanalternativetime to
completeassessments. Studentsarerequiredto notify their classroomteachersprior to the event.

Unit 3 & Unit 4

Students who are absent and can notŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ {!/Ωǎ ƻǊ {!¢ǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ [ŜǾŜƭ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊor the Head of Senior Sub School on their 
return to school. They will then need to arrange an alternative time to sit the assessment with the classroom teacher. The teacher will then notify the student via Compass of the alternate date. This will 
ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƻƴ ŀ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦ /ŀǘŎƘ ǳǇ {!/Ωǎ ŀƴŘ {!¢Ωǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ оΦллǇƳΦ

Failure to provide a medical certificate will result in the student not being able to sit the task for a score. InsteadǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ {!/κ{!¢ ǘƻ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ψ{Ω ŦƻǊ 
the outcome.
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AUTHENTICATION- INTERRUPTEDASSESSMENTTASKS
Most courseworkis completedin classtime, this doesnot precludesomeof the work beingcompletedout of class. In allowingstudentsto completepart of their work out of the class,teachersmust be
ableto authenticatethat work.

BREACH OF AUTHENTICATION
It is the responsibilityof studentsto establishthe authenticityof their work. Teacherscannotauthenticatework about which they havedoubtsuntil further evidenceis supplied. Work that cannotbe
authenticatedcannotbemarked.

Studentsmust acknowledgeall resourcesusedandanyassistancereceived. Studentsmust not receiveundueassistance. Undueassistanceis usingŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎwordswithout acknowledgment. Students
who knowinglyprovideundueassistanceto other studentswill alsobepenalised.

Anybreechesof Authenticationthe Collegewill convenea panelto reviewthe issueandmakea decisionasto the actionsbeingtakenfollowingthe VCAAguidelines.

RELEASINGSCHOOL COURSEWORK ASSESSMENT TASK RESULTS
¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ŀƭƭ ƳŀǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ {!/Ωǎκ{!¢Ωǎto students. These results are of a provisional nature and are subject to review and/or statistical moderation by VCAA and assuch may change.

COURSEWORKMODERATIONANDRANKING
In the caseof multiple classesin the onestudy,commontaskswill besetandcrossmarkingwill takeplacefor assessmentof coursework

Teachershavebeenadvisedto ranktheirǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩcourseworkaccuratelybecauseVCAAwill not changethis ranking.

Teacherswill decidetogether how they will mark the work. Theywill adopt a commonstandard. Theywill alsocrossmark samplesof eachƻǘƘŜǊΩǎǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩwork. KeyLearningareaswill develop
proceduresfor cross-markingandsubsequentranking.

THEUSEOFTECHNOLOGY
LearningAreaswill developtheir own proceduresin relation to the useof technologyin undertakingeachschoolassessedoutcome. In formulating this procedureconsiderationwill be givento useof
assistivetechnology,computers,laptops,electronicdictionaries,graphiccalculatorsandprogrammablecalculatorsin line with VCAApolicy.

VCEREPORTS
Year12 studentswill receivea mid-semesterreport only, this givesan overviewof their performancefor Semester1 (Unit 3). Thesemesterreport will highlighttheir progressfor eachsubjectalongwith
their work habits. In Year12 studentsdo not receiveanygradesor percentages,only S/Nor a Presult. All gradesin Units3 and4 aresubjectto changeby VCAA,assucharenot finaliseduntil their ATARis
produced.

Studentsdo not receivea report for the endof the year,asthe ATARservesastheir final assessmentgrading.

Studentswill receivefeedbackthroughoutthe yearvia learningtaskson Compass.

Å S - Satisfactory

Å N - Not Satisfactory

Å P - Pendingresult

Year11studentswill receiveboth a Semesteronereport anda Semestertwo report. Year11 studentswill receiveanS/Ngradefor eachoutcomeaswell asanoverallunit result. Studentswill alsoreceive
a percentageresult for eachoutcomein the unit anda final gradepercentage. Thiswill highlighttheir progressfor eachsubjectalongwith their work habits.

College VCE Procedures

VCE 
Introduction

VCE 
General 
Information

VCE 
College Procedures

Satisfactory 
Completion

S/N Results

Absent during 
Coursework 
Assessment

Authentication

Coursework 
Moderation & 
Ranking

Use of 
Technology

VCE Reports

How to Choose 
Your VCE Studies

Individual VCE
Units summary

VCE Elective
Contribution 
Charges

HOME



w9{t9/¢          ω          w9{L[L9b/9          ω          w9{thb{L.L[L¢¸          ω          Lb¢9DwL¢¸          ω          9XCELLENCEPreviousPage Next Page

You will have given much thought to the study areas which interest you most.

Å read the unit details in this handbook and think about which units best suit you

Å talk to teachers and your parents about your choice of studies

Ask yourself some questions about your future directions (our Careers Counsellors can help you) :-

Å what are the possible career or job directions you might wish to follow?

Å which subjects or programs would best suit you for the broad career area you have in mind?

Å what about further education paths you might take?

Consider PATHWAYS to higher education and careers.For example, find out what studies are prerequisites for the tertiary courses or career areas which interest you most (again our 
Careers Counsellors can give you assistance in this matter).The pathways suggested in this handbook are based on current Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) guidelines.

Youwill needto choosethe programwhichwill providethe bestpathwaytoward your future objectives. Althoughyouwill planyourcoursebeforethe start of Year11, youwill be able
to varyit if yourneedschange.

The procedure for course selection is as follows:

Readthis handbookcarefully

Consultthe Careers/PathwaysCo-ordinators, if necessary

Selecta coursewhich suitsyou anddecidewhich subjectsaremost suitableandinteresting.

Make sure you have included any mandatory pre-requisite subjects to ensure eligibility for courses in University or TAFE.
These can be found by searching online: VCE Pre-requisites 2023 or 2024 

Discussthesechoiceswith your parentsandwith the teacherwho interviewsyou.

Complete the selection form online by the due date.

NB: Studentsneed to ensurethey make careful selectionsin their courseselectionprocess. Onceselectionshave occurredand confirmation hasbeen finalised there will be no
changesto courses. Theexceptionsto this are if a studentƛǎƴΩǘableto get a full timetable or hasa clashof subjects.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideIndividual VCE Units Summary

Subject Name Subject Unit Codes
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

Media Studies ME011 ME022 ME033 ME034

Music

- Music MU011 MU022 n/a n/a

- Music Repertoire Performance n/a n/a MU033 MU034

Outdoor and Environmental Studies OE011 OE022 OE033 OE034

Physical Education PE011 PE022 PE033 PE034

Physics PH011 PH022 PH033 PH034

Product, Design & Technology DT011 DT022 DT033 DT034

Psychology PY011 PY022 PY033 PY034

Systems Engineering SE011 SE022 SE033 SE034

Visual Communication Design VC011 VC022 VC033 VC034

VCE - Vocational Major (VM)

- Personal Development Skills (VM) VM011 VM012 VM013 VM014

- Work Related Skills (VM) VM111 VM112 VM113 VM114

- Literacy (VM) VM211 VM212 VM213 VM214

- Numeracy (VM) VM311 VM313 VM313 VM314

- VET (VM) VET1 VET2 VET3 VET4

Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC)

- Personal Development Skills (VPC) VP011 VP012 VP013 VP014

- Work Related Skills (VPC) VP111 VP112 VP113 VP114

- Literacy (VPC) VP211 VP212 VP213 VP214

- Numeracy (VPC) VP311 VP312 VP313 VP314

Subject Name Subject Unit Codes
Unit 1 Unit 2 Unit 3 Unit 4

Accounting AC011 AC022 AC033 AC034

Applied Computing CO011 CO012 n/a n/a

- Data Analytics n/a n/a IM033 IM034

- Software Development n/a n/a SD033 SD034

Art Making & Exhibiting SA011 SA022 SA033 SA034

Biology BI011 BI022 BI033 BI034

Business Management BM011 BM022 BM033 BM034

Chemistry CH011 CH022 CH033 CH034

Drama DR011 DR022 DR033 DR034

Economics EC011 EC022 EC033 EC034

English Group of Subjects

- English EN011 EN012 EN013 EN014

- English Language EN111 EN112 EN113 EN114

- English Literature LI011 LI012 LI013 LI014

- English as an Additional Language EN091 EN092 EN093 EN094

Food Studies FY011 FY022 FY033 FY034

Geography GE011 GE022 GE033 GE034

Health & Human Development HH011 HH022 HH033 HH034

History HI011 HI022 HI033 HI034

Languages

- French LO091 LO092 LO093 LO093

- German LO101 LO102 LO103 LO104

Legal Studies LS011 LS022 LS033 LS034 

Mathematics Group of Subjects

- Foundation Mathematics MA101 MA102 MA103 MA104

- General Mathematics MA071 MA072 MA073 MA074

- Mathematics Methods (CAS) MA111 MA112 MA113 MA114

- Specialist Mathematics MA71A MA72A MA093 MA094
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideAccounting

Rationale

Accountinginvolvesmodelling,forecastingandprovidingadviceto stakeholdersthroughthe processof collecting,recording,reporting,analysingandinterpretingfinancialandnon-financialdata
andaccountinginformation. Thisdataandinformation iscommunicatedto internalandexternalstakeholdersandisusedto inform decision-makingwithin the businesswith a view to improving
businessperformance. Accountingplaysanintegralrole in the successfuloperationandmanagementof businesses.
VCEAccountingpreparesstudents for a university or TAFEvocationalstudy pathway to commerce,managementand accounting,leadingto careersin areassuchas financialaccounting,
managementaccounting,forensic/investigativeaccounting,taxation,environmentalaccounting,managementandcorporateor personalfinancialplanning.

Structure

Thestudyismadeup of four units. Unit 1: Roleof accountingin business
Unit 2: Accountinganddecision-makingfor a tradingbusiness
Unit 3: Financialaccountingfor a tradingbusiness
Unit 4: Recording,reporting,budgetinganddecision-making

Eachunit dealswith specificcontent containedin areasof study and is designedto enablestudentsto achievea set of outcomesfor that unit. Eachoutcome is describedin terms of key
knowledgeandkeyskills.

Entry

Thereare no prerequisitesfor entry to Units1, 2 and 3. Studentsmust undertakeUnit 3 and Unit 4 asa sequence. Units1 to 4 are designedto a standardequivalentto the final two yearsof
secondaryeducation. All VCEstudiesarebenchmarkedagainstcomparablenationalandinternationalcurriculum.

Content

Unit 1 : Roleof accountingin business

Thisunit exploresthe establishmentof a businessandthe role of accountingin the determinationof businesssuccessor failure. In this, it considersthe importanceof accountinginformation to
stakeholders. Studentsanalyse,interpret and evaluatethe performanceof the businessusingfinancialand non-financialinformation. Theyuse theseevaluationsto makerecommendations
regardingthe suitabilityof a businessasaninvestment. Studentsrecordfinancialdataandpreparereportsfor servicebusinessesownedby soleproprietors.

Unit 2 : Accountinganddecision-makingfor a trading business

In this unit studentsdeveloptheir knowledgeof the accountingprocessfor soleproprietorsoperatinga tradingbusiness,with a focuson inventory,accountsreceivable,accountspayableand
non-currentassets. StudentsusemanualprocessesandICT,includingspreadsheets,to preparehistoricalandbudgetedaccountingreports. Studentsanalyseandevaluatethe performanceof the
businessrelating to inventory,accountsreceivable,accountspayableand non-current assets. Theyuserelevant financialand other information to predict, budgetand comparethe potential
effectsof alternativestrategieson the performanceof the business. Usingtheseevaluations,studentsdevelopandsuggestto the ownerstrategiesto improvebusinessperformance.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideAccounting

Unit 3 : Financialaccountingfor a trading business

Thisunit focuseson financialaccountingfor a tradingbusinessownedby a soleproprietor, andhighlightsthe role of accountingasan informationsystem. Studentsusethe doubleentry system
of recordingfinancialdata andpreparereportsusingthe accrualbasisof accountingand the perpetualmethodof inventoryrecording. Studentsdeveloptheir understandingof the accounting
processesfor recordingandreportingandconsiderthe effect of decisionsmadeon the performanceof the business. Theyinterpret reportsandinformationpresentedin a varietyof formatsand
suggeststrategiesto the ownerto improvethe performanceof the business.

Unit 4 : Recording,reporting, budgetinganddecision-making

In this unit studentsfurther developtheir understandingof accountingfor a tradingbusinessownedby a soleproprietor and the role of accountingasan information system. Studentsusethe
doubleentry systemof recordingfinancialdata,andpreparereportsusingthe accrualbasisof accountingand the perpetualmethod of inventoryrecording. Both manualmethodsand ICTare
usedto recordandreport. Studentsextendtheir understandingof the recordingandreportingprocesswith the inclusionof balancedayadjustmentsandalternativedepreciationmethods. They
investigateboth the role and importance of budgeting in decision-making for a business. They analyseand interpret accountingreports and graphicalrepresentationsto evaluate the
performanceof abusiness. Fromthisevaluation,studentssuggeststrategiesto businessownersto improvebusinessperformance.

School-basedassessment

SatisfactorycompletionTheawardof satisfactorycompletionfor aunit isbasedon whetherthe studenthasdemonstratedthe setof outcomesspecifiedfor the unit.
All assessmentsat Units1 and2 areschool-based. Proceduresfor assessmentof levelsof achievementin Units1 and2 areamatter for schooldecision.

Assessmentof levelsof achievement

TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementin Unit3 andUnit 4 will bedeterminedby School-assessedCoursework.

Contributionto final assessment

School-assessedCourseworkfor Unit 3 will contribute25percent to the studyscore. School-assessedCourseworkfor Unit 4 will contribute25per cent to the studyscore.

Externalassessment

Thelevelof achievementfor Units3 and4 isalsoassessedby anend-of-yearexamination. Contributionto final assessmentTheexaminationwill contribute50per cent to the studyscore.

VCE 
Introduction

VCE 
General 
Information

VCE 
College Procedures

How to Choose 
Your VCE Studies

Individual VCE
Units summary

VCE Elective
Contribution 
Charges

HOME



w9{t9/¢          ω          w9{L[L9b/9          ω          w9{thb{L.L[L¢¸          ω          Lb¢9DwL¢¸          ω          9XCELLENCEPreviousPage Next Page

VCE  Subject Selection GuideApplied Computing

Scopeof Study
VCEAppliedComputingfocuseson the strategiesandtechniquesfor creatingdigital solutionsto meet specificneedsandto managethe threats to data, information andsoftwaresecurity. The
study examinesthe attributes of each component of an information system including people, processes,data and digital systems(hardware, software, networks), and how their
interrelationshipsaffect the typesandqualityof digitalsolutions.

VCEAppliedComputingisunderpinnedby four keyconcepts: digitalsystems,dataandinformation,approachesto problemsolving,andinteractionsandimpact.

VCEAppliedComputingprovidesstudentswith opportunities to acquireand apply knowledgeand skills to use digital systemsefficiently, effectively and innovativelywhen creatingdigital
solutions. Studentsinvestigatelegalrequirementsandethicalresponsibilitiesthat individualsandorganisationshavewith respectto the securityandintegrity of dataandinformation. Througha
structuredapproachto problemsolving,incorporatingcomputational,designandsystemsthinking,studentsdevelopan awarenessof the technical,socialandeconomicimpactsof information
systems,both currentlyandinto the future.

Rationale
VCEAppliedComputingfacilitatesstudent-centred learningthat enablesstudentsto build capabilitiesin critical and creativethinking, and to developcommunicationand collaboration,and
personal,socialandinformationandcommunicationstechnology(ICT)skills. Studentsareprovidedwith practicalopportunitiesandchoicesto createdigitalsolutionsfor real-world problemsin a
rangeof settings.

VCEAppliedComputingprovidesa pathwayto further studiesin areassuchasbusinessanalysis,computerscience,cybersecurity,data analyticsand data science,data management,games
development,ICT,networks,robotics,softwareengineeringandtelecommunications,andother careersrelatingto digital technologies.

Aims
Thisstudyenablesstudentsto:

Å understandhow digitalsystemsandsolutionscanbe usedby individualsandorganisations
Å developanunderstandingof the rolesandapplicationsof cybersecurity,dataanalyticsandprogramming
Å applythe problem-solvingmethodologyto analyseneedsandopportunities,designanddevelopsolutionsto problemsandevaluatehow effectivelysolutionsmeetneedsandopportunities
Å applyprojectmanagementtechniquesto assistwith the developmentof digitalsolutions
Å developaninformedperspectiveon currentandemergingdigital technologiesanddisseminatefindings
Å identify andevaluateinnovativeandemergingopportunitiesfor digitalsolutionsandtechnologies
Å developcriticalandcreativethinking,communicationandcollaboration,andpersonal,socialandICTskills.

Structure
Thestudyismadeup of sixunits:

Å Unit 1: AppliedComputing
Å Unit 2: AppliedComputing
Å Unit 3: DataAnalytics
Å Unit 4: DataAnalytics
Å Unit 3: SoftwareDevelopment
Å Unit 4: SoftwareDevelopment
Thereareno prerequisitesfor entry in Units1, 2 and3, howeverstudentsmustundertakeUnit 3 prior to Unit 4.

VCE 
Introduction

VCE 
General 
Information

VCE 
College Procedures

How to Choose 
Your VCE Studies

Individual VCE
Units summary

VCE Elective
Contribution 
Charges

HOME



w9{t9/¢          ω          w9{L[L9b/9          ω          w9{thb{L.L[L¢¸          ω          Lb¢9DwL¢¸          ω          9XCELLENCEPreviousPage Next Page

VCE  Subject Selection GuideApplied Computing

Unit 1 : AppliedComputing

In this unit studentsare introducedto the stagesof the problem-solvingmethodology. Studentsfocuson how data canbe usedwithin software tools suchasdatabasesand spreadsheetsto
createdatavisualisations,andthe useof programminglanguagesto developworkingsoftwaresolutions.

Softwaretools
Areaof Study1 Databasesoftware,spreadsheetsoftwareanddatavisualisationsoftware.

Areaof Study2 Anappropriateprogramminglanguage.

Areaof Study
1. DataAnalysis

2. Programming

Unit 2 : AppliedComputing

In this unit studentsfocuson developinginnovativesolutionsto needsor opportunitiesthat they haveidentified,andproposestrategiesfor reducingsecurityrisksto data and information in a
networkedenvironment.

SoftwareTools
Areaof Study1 Anysoftwaretools usedto createan innovativesolution,for examplea programminglanguage,spreadsheetsoftware,web-authoringsoftware,presentationsoftware,tool for

planningaproject

Areaof Study2 Asoftwaretool to representa network.

Areaof Study
1. InnovativeSolutions

2. NetworkSecurity

Assessment
Theaward for satisfactorycompletionof Unit 1 and 2 AppliedComputingis basedon whether the student hasdemonstratedachievementof the set of outcomesspecifiedfor the unit. All
assessmentsat Units1 and2 areschoolbased.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideApplied Computing

Unit 3 : Data Analytics
In this unit studentsapply the problem-solvingmethodologyto identify and extract data through the useof softwaretools suchasdatabase,spreadsheetand data visualisationsoftwareto createdata
visualisationsor infographics. Studentsdevelopanunderstandingof the analysis,designanddevelopmentstagesof the problem-solvingmethodology.

SoftwareTools
Areaof Study1 Databasesoftware,spreadsheetsoftwareanddatavisualisationsoftware
Areaof Study2 At leastonedatamanipulationtool andonevisualisationtool, for exampledatabasesoftware,spreadsheetsoftware,datavisualisationsoftware,tool for planninga project.

Areasof Study
1. DataAnalytics
2. Dataanalytics: analysisanddesign

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:
Å respondto teacher-providedsolution requirementsand designsto extract data from largerepositories,manipulateand cleansedata and applya rangeof functionsto developsoftwaresolutionsto

presentfindings.
Å proposea researchquestion, formulate a project plan, collect and analysedata, generatealternative designideasand represent the preferred designfor creating infographicsor dynamicdata

visualisations.

Assessment
TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementfor Unit 3 will bedeterminedby schoolassessedcourseworkandwill contribute10%to the studyscore. Theschoolassessedtaskwill contribute30%to the studyscore

Unit 4 : DataAnalytics
In this unit studentsfocuson determiningthe findingsof a researchquestionby developinginfographicsor dynamicdata visualisationsbasedon largecomplexdata setsand on the securitystrategies
usedby anorganisationto protect dataandinformationfrom threats.

SoftwareTools
Areaof Study1 At leastonedatamanipulationtool andonevisualisationtool, for exampledatabasesoftware,spreadsheetsoftware,datavisualisationsoftware,tool for planninga project.

Areasof Study
1. Dataanalytics: developmentandevaluation
2. Cybersecurity: dataandinformationsecurity

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:
Å On completionof this unit the student shouldbe able to developand evaluateinfographicsor dynamicdata visualisationsthat present findingsin responseto a researchquestion,and assessthe

effectivenessof the project planin monitoringprogress.
Å respondto a teacher-provided casestudy to investigatethe current data and information securitystrategiesof an organisation,examinethe threats to the securityof data and information, and

recommendstrategiesto improvecurrentpractices.

Assessment
TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementfor Unit 4 will bedeterminedby schoolassessedcourseworkandwill contribute10%to the studyscore. Theschoolassessedtaskwill contribute30%to the studyscore
ExternalAssessmentThelevelof achievementfor Units3 and4 isalsoassessedby anend-of-yearexamination,whichwill contribute50%.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideApplied Computing

Unit 3 : Software Development
In this unit students apply the problem-solvingmethodologyto develop working software modulesusing a programminglanguage. Studentsdevelop an understandingof the analysis,designand
developmentstagesof the problem-solvingmethodology

SoftwareToolsThefollowingindicatesthe softwaretools that studentsarerequiredto both studyandusein this unit.

Areaof Study1 Anappropriateprogramminglanguage.
Areaof Study2 UnifiedModellingLanguage(UML)andUMLtools to createusecases. Appropriatetool for documentingproject plans.

Areasof Study
1. Programming 2. Analysisanddesign

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit studentsshouldbe ableto:
Å interpret teacher-providedsolutionrequirementsanddesigns,andapplya rangeof functionsandtechniquesusinga programminglanguageto developandtest workingsoftwaremodules.
Å analyseand documenta needor opportunity, justify the useof an appropriatedevelopmentmodel, formulate a project plan,generatealternativedesignideasand representthe preferred solution

designfor creatinga softwaresolution.

Assessment
TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementfor Unit 4 will bedeterminedby schoolassessedcourseworkandwill contribute10%to the studyscore. Theschoolassessedtaskwill contribute30%to the studyscore
ExternalAssessment
Thelevelof achievementfor Units3 and4 isalsoassessedby anend-of-yearexamination,whichwill contribute50%.

Unit 4 : SoftwareDevelopment
In this unit studentsfocuson how the information needsof individualsand organisationsare met through the creation of software solutions. Theyconsiderthe risksto software and data during the
softwaredevelopmentprocess,aswell asthroughoutthe useof the softwaresolutionby anorganisation.

SoftwareTools
Areaof Study1 Anappropriateprogramminglanguage
Thefollowingindicatesthe softwaretool that studentsarerequiredto use,but not requiredto study,in this unit
Areaof Study2 Appropriatetool for documentingproject plans

Areasof Study
1. Softwaredevelopment: developmentandevaluation 2. Cybersecurity: softwaresecurity

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit studentshouldbeableto:
1. Developandevaluatea softwaresolutionthat meetsrequirements,evaluatethe effectivenessof the developmentmodelandassessthe effectivenessof the projectplan.
2. Respondto a teacher-providedcasestudy to examinethe current softwaredevelopmentsecuritystrategiesof an organisation,identify the risksand the consequencesof ineffectivestrategiesand

recommenda riskmanagementplanto improvecurrent securitypractices.

Assessment
TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementfor Unit 4 will bedeterminedby schoolassessedcourseworkandwill contribute10%to the studyscore. Theschoolassessedtaskwill contribute30%to the studyscore
ExternalAssessmentThelevelof achievementfor Units3 and4 isalsoassessedby anend-of-yearexamination,whichwill contribute50%.

VCE 
Introduction

VCE 
General 
Information

VCE 
College Procedures

How to Choose 
Your VCE Studies

Individual VCE
Units summary

VCE Elective
Contribution 
Charges

HOME



w9{t9/¢          ω          w9{L[L9b/9          ω          w9{thb{L.L[L¢¸          ω          Lb¢9DwL¢¸          ω          9XCELLENCEPreviousPage Next Page

VCE  Subject Selection GuideArt Making & Exhibiting

Unit 1 : Explore,Expandand Investigate
This subject will incur a charge for specific materials & resources.   Clickhere to view the VCE Elective Contribution Charges anda description of items provided.

In this unit studentsexplorematerials,techniquesand processesin a rangeof art forms. Theyexpandtheir knowledgeand understandingof the characteristics,propertiesand applicationof
materialsusedin art making,aswell asthe safehandlingof different materials. TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩexplorationandexperimentationwith materialsandtechniquesstimulatesideas,inspiresdifferent
waysof workingandenablesabroadunderstandingof the specificart forms. Theirexplorationandexperimentationisdocumentedin both visualandwritten form in aVisualArtsjournal.

Areasof Study
1. Exploreςmaterials,techniquesandart forms

In this areaof studystudentsare guidedthroughan inquiry learningprocessto experimentwith a rangeof materials,techniquesandprocessesin specificart forms,andhow thesethings
canbe manipulatedto createvisuallanguageandexpressionin an artwork. Theyengagewith artistsandartworksto understandthe different processesusedto makeartworksin specific
art forms. Theydocumentandrecordtheir findingsfrom their explorationandexperimentationin aVisualArtsjournal.

2. Expandςmake,presentand reflect
Studentsexplorehow materials,techniquesandprocessesare usedin the makingof finishedartworks. Theyareguidedthroughthe developmentandmakingof individualartworksbased
on a set theme,usingthe knowledgethey havefrom their experimentationwith materialsin Areaof Study1. Theywrite a reflectionstatementto describethe processof makingat least
onefinishedartwork,andalsoanŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎstatementto evaluatehow effectivelytheyhaveachievedtheir intentions.

3. Investigateςresearchand present
Studentsinvestigatethe artworksof Australianartistsfrom different contexts,includingAboriginalandTorresStraitIslanderartists,andthe materials,techniquesandprocessesthey useto
makeartworks. Theychoosethree Australianartists, includingone or more with Aboriginalor TorresStrait Islanderheritage,andresearchtheseartistsand their work in their visualdiary.
Theyareencouragedto viewAustralianŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΩwork in galleries,museumsandother exhibitionspacesaspart of this investigation.

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit studentswill beableto:

1. Explorecharacteristicsandpropertiesof materialsandhow theycanbemanipulatedto representideasin art making.
2. Makeandproduceonefinishedartworkandavisualarts journal
3. Useseveralmaterials,techniquesandprocessesto helpcreateavisuallanguagein their art
4. ResearchAustralianartistsandpresentinformationtheyhavefound

Assessment
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor aunit isbasedon whetherthe studenthasdemonstratedthe setof outcomesspecifiedfor the unit. Theassessmenttaskfor this unit are:

Å A VisualArtsJournal,exploringthe rangeof materials,techniquesandprocessesexplored
Å At leastonefinishedartwork,showinguseof materialsandtechniquesto createavisuallanguage
Å A written report on three Australianartists,exploringat leastoneartworkby each.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideArt Making & Exhibiting

Unit 2 :Understand, develop and resolve
This subject will incur a charge for specific materials & resources.   Clickhere to view the VCE Elective Contribution Charges anda description of items provided.

In Unit 2 students continue to research how artworks are made by investigating how artists use aesthetic qualities to represent ideas in artworks. Students respond to a set theme and 
progressively develop their own ideas. They also begin to understand how exhibitions are planned and designed and how spaces areorganised for exhibitions.

Areas of Study

1. Understand ςideas, artworks and exhibition
Students investigate the intentions of artists and the different characteristics of their art making. They understand how artworks are displayed, and how subject matter and ideas are 
represented to communicate meaning and the intentions of the artists to viewers. Students visit an exhibition and investigatethe theme of the exhibition, how it was selected and how each 
of the artworks relate to the theme. Students then plan and design a thematic exhibition of the six artworks and document theplanning in their Visual Arts journal.

2. Develop ςtheme, aesthetic qualities and style
Students trial materials and techniques and develop ideas around a theme that is either selected by the teacher or is formed after a class investigation and discussion. Students understand 
how to use materials, techniques and processes in combination with art elements and art principles to create aesthetic qualitiesin their experimental artworks. They explore influences and 
sources of inspiration, and combine these with their knowledge of art elements, art principles and aesthetic qualities to make artworks.

3. Resolve ςideas, subject matter and style
Students expand on their experiments with materials and their understanding of techniques and processes explored in Area of Study 2. They develop a range of subject matter and ideas 
based around the selected theme identified in Area of Study 2 and expand on these in their Visual Arts journal. Students alsodevelop and refine their visual language to communicate ideas 
and meaning in at least one finished artwork.

Outcomes
On completion of this unit students will be able to:

1. Select a range of artworks from an exhibition and other sources to design their own thematic exhibition.
2. Explore and progressively document the use of art elements, art principles and aesthetic qualities to make experimental artworksin response to a selected theme.
3. Use this exploration to resolve their use of materials, techniques and processes in the creation of at least one finished artwork.

Assessment
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. The assessment task for this unit are:

Å Students design and curate a thematic exhibition of six artworks, which can be done in a number of different formats
Å Produce a range of experimental artworks based on subject matter and a theme developed through class discussion
Å At least one finished artwork based on the experiments done, and produce a visual arts journal as accompanying documentation
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideArt Making & Exhibiting

Unit 3 : Collect,extendandconnect
This subject will incur a charge for specific materials & resources.   Clickhere to view the VCE Elective Contribution Charges anda description of items provided.

In this unit studentsareactivelyengagedin art makingusingmaterials,techniquesandprocesses. Theyusetheir VisualArts journalto recordtheir art making,andrecordtheir researchof artists,
artworksandcollectedideas,andplananddevelopartworks. Theyvisit art galleriesandexhibitionsto providea sourceof inspirationandinfluenceto the art they make.

Areasof Study

1. Collect- inspirations,influencesand images
In this areaof studystudentsresearchand developan understandingof the inherent characteristicsand propertiesof materialsin specificart forms. In their VisualArts journal, students
collecta varietyof ideasfrom a rangeof sourcesto inform their experimentationandexplorationof subjectmatter, ideasandtechnicalskills. Theyusetheir VisualArts journal to document
their developingvisuallanguage,reflect on their art makingand further investigateand plan artworks,and documenttheir experimentationswith materialsand techniquesand justify
reasonsfor selectingthem. Studentsselectthreeartiststo researchanduseasinspirationthroughouttheir art making.

2. Extendςmake,critique and reflect

Studentsdemonstratehow they haveintegratedthe inspirationsand influencesof other artists and expandedon their ideasin their own artworks. Theyalsodeveloptheir useof visual
languageto communicateideasin their artworks. Studentspresenttheir work for critiqueby their peers,in order to reflecton their art making.

3. Connectςcurate,designand propose

Thisareaof study focuseson the role of the curator in a rangeof exhibitionspaces. Studentsinvestigatehow curatorsplan exhibitionsand prepareand displayartworks. Studentsvisit a
rangeof galleries,museums,other exhibition spacesand site-specificspacesand connect these experiencesto their own ideasfor exhibitingartworks. Studentsfocus on planningan
exhibitionof artworksfrom the artiststhey researchedin Areaof Study1, usingthe three artistsstudiedandselectingtwo artworksby eachartist.

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbeableto:

1. Collectinformationfrom artistsandartworksto developsubjectmatter in their own art making.
2. Createartworksin specificart forms,prepareandpresentcritiques,andreflecton their work.
3. Researchandplananexhibitionof the artworksof three artists.

Assessment
Theassessmenttaskfor this unit are:

Å Researchandplananexhibitionof the artworksof three artists. (SchoolAssessedCoursework)Thiscontributes5%of the studyscore.
Å Otherwork donein this semestercontributesto SchoolAssessedTaskin unit 4.
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Unit 4 : Consolidate, present and conserve
This subject will incur a charge for specific materials & resources.   Clickhere to view the VCE Elective Contribution Charges anda description of items provided.

In unit 4 students make connections to the artworks they have made in Unit 3, consolidating and extending their ideas and artmaking to further refine and resolve artworks in specific art forms. 
They develop their technical skills in a specific art form and continue the refinement and resolution of subject matter in a visual arts journal. They also continue to examine a range of exhibition 
spaces and review the methods used and considerations involved in the presentation, conservation and care of artworks.

Areas of Study 

1.  Consolidate ςrefine and resolve

In this area of study students refine and resolve at least one finished artwork based on the ideas explored in artworks in Unit 3. All finished artworks demonstrate the connections from 

ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎΣ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƛŘŜŀǎ andstyle. Students document the materials, techniques and 

processes used in the artwork(s), and investigate the methods used for the conservation and care of their artworks, and record them in their Visual Arts journal.

2.  Present ςplan and critique

Students plan the presentation of their artworks for a specific space, considering how they are positioned, lit and mounted within it. They also critique the art making process and the 
presentation decisions and reflect on written or verbal feedback.

3.  Conserve ςpresent and care

In this area of study students engage with and explore galleries, museums, other exhibition spaces or site-specific spaces where artworks are displayed. They examine a variety of exhibitions 
and review the methods used and considerations involved in the presentation, conservation and care of artworks. They must visit at least two different art exhibition spaces in this current 
year of study, and for this area of study they demonstrate the conservation and care methods of the art, and also compare andconsider it in the care of their own artwork.

Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

1. Refine and resolve at least one finished artwork in a specific art form and document the materials, techniques and processes used in art making.

2. Plan and display at least one finished artwork in a specific art form, and present a critique.

3. Understand the presentation, conservation and care of artworks, including the conservation and care of their own artworks

Assessment
¶ SAC ςIn unit 4 students present a case study on the presentation, conservation and care of artworks in exhibitions spaces. Thiscontributes 5% of the study score.

¶ SAT -¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¦ƴƛǘ о hǳǘŎƻƳŜ мΣ ¦ƴƛǘ о hǳǘŎƻƳŜ нΣ ¦ƴƛǘ п hǳǘŎƻƳŜ м ŀƴŘ ¦ƴƛǘ п hǳǘŎƻƳŜ н ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎsessed through a School-assessed Task. This 

includes presentation of a visual arts folio, at least one finished artwork, and a critique statement, as outlined previously. This contributes 60% of the study score.

Thereis an examin unit 4, setby VCAAandassessedexternally. It contributes30%to the studyscore. Durationς1.5 hours
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Unit 1 : How do organismsregulatetheir functions?
Studentsexaminethe cell asthe structuraland functionalunit of life, includingthe requirementsfor sustainingcellularprocesses. Theyfocuson cell growth, replacementand deathand the role of stem
cellsin differentiation, specialisationandrenewalof cells. Theyexplorehow systemsfunction throughcell specialisationin plantsandanimals,andconsiderthe role that homeostaticmechanismsplay in
maintaininganŀƴƛƳŀƭΩǎinternalenvironment. A student-adapted/designedscientificinvestigationwill alsobeundertaken.

Areasof Study
1. How do cellsfunction?

Studentsexaminethe structureand function of different cells,andhow the membranecontrolsthe movementof substancesinto andout of the cell. Theyexplorecellulargrowth, replacementand

death. Theyexaminethe cell cycleandcell division,includingdisruptionsto the cell cycleandabnormalcell behaviour. Studentsconsiderthe propertiesof stemcellsandtheir role in differentiation,

specialisationandrenewalof cellsandtissues.

2. How do plant and animalsystemsfunction?
Studentsexplorewater balancein plantsandanimalsaswell asthe digestive,endocrineandexcretorysystemsin animals,focusingon temperatureandblood glucoseregulation. Theyexaminehow
homeostaticmechanismsin animalshelpmaintaina balancedinternalenvironment,andconsidermalfunctionsin homeostaticmechanisms.

3. How do scientificinvestigationsdevelopunderstandingof how organismsregulatetheir functions?
Studentsexaminehow the survivalof organismsrequirescontrol and regulationof factorswithin (and often outside)an organism. Theyexaminehow different cellsand adaptationsenhancean

ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳΩǎsurvivalin particularenvironments,andhow homeostaticmechanismsmaintainthe internalenvironment.

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit, the studentshouldbeableto:

1. Explainandcomparecellularstructuresandfunctionsandanalysethe cellcycleandcellgrowth,deathanddifferentiation.

2. Explainandcomparehow cellsarespecialisedandorganisedin plantsandanimals,andanalysehow specificsystemsin plantsandanimalsareregulated.

3. Adaptor designandthen conducta scientificinvestigationrelatedto functionand/or regulationof cellsor systems,anddrawa conclusionbasedon evidencefrom generatedprimarydata.

Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessment
ForOutcomesOneandTwo,assessmentcanbebasedon:

ω A casestudyanalysis ω A modellingor simulationactivity

ω A bioinformaticsexercise ω Problem-solvinginvolvingbiologicalconceptsand/or skills

ω A dataanalysisof generatedprimaryand/or collatedsecondarydata ω A responseto a bioethicalissue

ω Reflectiveannotationsof a logbookof practicalactivities ω A report of a laboratoryor fieldworkactivity includingthe generationof primarydata

ω Mediaanalysisof two or moremediasources ω A scientificposter

AND

ForOutcomeThree,assessmentwill bebasedon:

Å A report of a student-adapted or student-designed scientific investigation using a selected format such as a scientific poster, an article for a scientific publication, a practical report, an oral 
presentation, a multimedia presentation or a visual representation
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideBiology

Unit 2 : How doesinheritanceimpacton diversity?
Studentsexplore chromosomes,meiosis,reproduction, the transmissionof traits through generationsand genetic diversity. Studentsconsiderhow genes,the environment, and epigeneticfactors
influencephenotypes. Theyexplainthe inheritanceof characteristics,analysepatternsof inheritance,interpret pedigreechartsandpredict outcomesof geneticcrosses. Theyanalysethe advantagesand
disadvantagesof asexualand sexualreproduction, includingthe use of cloning technologies. Theystudy the varied adaptationsthat enhanceanƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƳΩǎsurvival. Theyexplore interdependencies
betweenspecies,focusingon the impactof keystonespeciesandtop predators. Theyconsiderthe contributionsof AboriginalandTorresStrait Islanderknowledgeandperspectivesto the understanding
of speciesin Australianecosystems. A student-directedresearchinvestigationwill alsobeconducted.

Areasof Study
1. Howis inheritanceexplained?

Studentsexplore chromosomesand the production of gametesvia meiosis. Theyapply genetic languageand knowledgeto read, interpret and analysepedigreecharts,determine patterns of

inheritanceandpredict the outcomesof geneticcrosses. Theyexplainhow a trait canbe influencedby onegene,manygenes,andgenesinteractingwith environmentalor epigeneticfactors.

2. Howdo inherited adaptationsimpacton diversity?

Studentsanalysethe advantagesand disadvantagesof asexualand sexualreproduction and investigatethe application of cloning technologies. They explore the importance of diversity and

adaptationsthat enablespeciesto survivein an ecosystem. Theyexplorethe interdependenciesbetweenspecies,includingthe impactsof keystonespeciesand top predators. Theyconsiderthe

contributionsof AboriginalandTorresStraitIslanderknowledgeandperspectivesto the understandingof speciesin Australianecosystems.

3. Howdo humansusescienceto exploreandcommunicatecontemporarybioethicalissues?

Studentsresearcha contemporarybioethicalissuerelating to the applicationof geneticknowledge,reproductivescience,inheritanceor adaptationsand interdependenciesbeneficialfor

survival.

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit, the studentshouldbeableto:

1. Comparechromosomes,genomes,genotypesandphenotypes,andanalyseandpredictpatternsof inheritance.

2. Analyseadvantagesanddisadvantagesof reproductivestrategies,andevaluatehow adaptationsandinterdependenciesenhancesurvivalof specieswithin anecosystem.

3. Identify,analyseandevaluatea bioethicalissuein genetics,reproductivescienceor adaptationsbeneficialfor survival.

Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessment
ForOutcomesOneandTwo,assessmentcanbebasedon:

¶ A casestudyanalysis. ω A modellingor simulationactivity.

¶ A bioinformaticsexercise. ω Problem-solvinginvolvingbiologicalconceptsand/or skills.

¶ A dataanalysisof generatedprimaryand/or collatedsecondarydata. ω A responseto anissue.

¶ Reflectiveannotationsof a logbookof practicalactivities. ω Areport of a laboratoryor fieldworkactivity includingthe generationof primarydata.

¶ Mediaanalysisof two or moremediasources. ω A scientificposter.

AND
ForOutcomeThree,assessmentwill bebasedon:

¶ A responseto aninvestigationinto a bioethicalissuerelatingto geneticsor reproductivescienceor adaptationsbeneficialto survival.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideBiology

Unit 3 : How do cellsmaintain life?
Studentsinvestigatethe workingsof the cell from severalperspectives. Theyexplorethe relationshipbetweennucleicacidsandproteinsaskeymoleculesin cellularprocesses. Theyanalysethe structure
and function of nucleicacidsas information molecules,genestructure and expressionin prokaryoticand eukaryoticcellsand proteins as a diversegroup of functional molecules. Theyexaminethe
biologicalconsequencesof manipulatingthe DNAmoleculeand applyingbiotechnologies. Additionally,studentsexplorethe structure, regulationand rate of biochemicalpathways,with referenceto
photosynthesisand cellularrespiration. Theyexplorehow the applicationof biotechnologiesto biochemicalpathwayscould lead to improvementsin agriculturalpractices. Furthermore,studentsapply
their knowledgeof cellularprocessesthrough the investigationof a selectedcasestudy, data analysisand/or a bioethical issue. Note that a student-designedscientificinvestigationrelated to cellular
processesand/or responsesto challengesover time isundertakenin either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or acrossboth Units3 and4, andisassessedin Unit 4, Outcome3.

Areasof Study
1. What is the role of nucleicacidsandproteins in maintaininglife?

Studentsexplorethe expressionof the informationencodedin a sequenceof DNAto form a protein, andoutline the natureof the geneticcodeandthe proteome. Theyapplytheir knowledgeto the
structureand function of the DNAmoleculeto examinehow moleculartools and techniquescanbe usedto manipulatethe moleculefor a particularpurpose. Studentscomparegenetechnologies
usedto addresshumanandagriculturalissuesandconsiderthe ethicalimplicationsof their use.

2. Howarebiochemicalpathwaysregulated?

Studentsfocuson the structure and regulationof biochemicalpathways. Theyexaminehow biochemicalpathways,specificallyphotosynthesisand cellularrespiration,involvemanystepsthat are

controlled by enzymesand assistedby coenzymes. Studentsinvestigatefactors that affect the rate of cellular reactionsand exploreapplicationsof biotechnologythat focuson the regulationof

biochemicalpathways.

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit, the studentshouldbeableto:

1. Analysethe relationshipbetweennucleicacidsandproteins,andevaluatehow toolsandtechniquescanbeusedandappliedin the manipulationof DNA.

2. Analysethe structureandregulationof biochemicalpathwaysin photosynthesisandcellularrespiration,andevaluatehow biotechnologycanbe usedto solveproblemsrelatedto the regulation

of biochemicalpathways.

The award of satisfactory completion for this unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of the outcomes stated above.

Assessment
TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementin Unit 3 will bedeterminedby schoolςassessedcourseworkandanendof yearexamination.

¶ Schoolςassessedcourseworkfor Unit 3 will contribute20%to the studyscore.

¶ Theendof yearexaminationwill contribute50%to the studyscore.

ForOutcomesOneandTwo,schoolςassessedcourseworkcanbebasedon:

¶ Analysis and evaluation of a selected biological case study.

¶ Analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data.

¶ Comparison and evaluation of biological concepts, methodologies and methods, and findings from three student practical activities.

Analysis and evaluation of a contemporary bioethical issue.
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Unit 4 :  How does life change and respond to challenges over time?
Studentsconsiderthe changesand challengeswhich life on Earthhasbeen,and continuesto be, subjectedto. Theystudy the immunesystemand the interactionsbetween its componentsto provide
immunity to pathogens. Theyconsiderhow we canrespondto bioethicalissuesandchallengesrelatedto disease. Additionally,studentsconsiderhow evolutionarybiologyisbasedon the accumulationof
evidenceover time. Theyinvestigatethe impact of chanceeventson aǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎgenepool and the consequencesof changesin allele frequencies. Theyexamineevidencefor relatednessbetween
speciesandchangein life formsover time usingpalaeontology,structuralmorphology,molecularhomologyandcomparativegenomics. Theyexaminethe evidencefor structuraltrendsin the humanfossil
record, recognisingthat interpretations can be contested,refined or replacedwhen challengedby new evidence. Furthermore,studentsapply their knowledgeof how life changesand respondsto
challengesthrough the investigationof a selectedcasestudy,data analysisand/or bioethicalissue. Note that a student-designedscientificinvestigationrelated to cellularprocessesand/or responsesto
challengesover time isundertakenin either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or acrossboth Units3 and4, andisassessedin Unit 4, Outcome3.

Areasof Study
1. Howdo organismsrespondto pathogens?

Students focus on antigens, the immune response to pathogens, immunity and vaccinations. They explain how technological advancesassist in managing immune disorders and how
immunotherapiescan be applied to treat disease. Theyconsiderthat, in a globallyconnectedworld, there are challengesthat can be mediatedby identification of pathogens,the prevention of
spreadandthe developmentof treatmentsfor diseases.

2. Howarespeciesrelated over time?
Studentsfocus on changesto genetic material over time and the evidencefor evolution. They considerhow evolutionary biology is basedon the accumulationof evidence,and develop an
understandingof how interpretationsof evidencecanchangein the light of new evidence. Theyconsiderthe consequencesof changesin allele frequenciesand how isolationand divergenceare
required for speciation. Theyconsiderthe evidencefor determiningthe relatednessbetween speciesand examinethe evidencefor major trends in hominin evolution, includingthe migration of
modernhumanpopulationsaroundthe world.

3. Howis scientificinquiry usedto investigatecellularprocessesand/or biologicalchange?
Studentsundertakea student-designedscientificinvestigationin either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or acrossboth Units 3 and 4. Theinvestigationinvolvesthe generationof primary data relating to cellular
processesand/or how life changesandrespondsto challenges.

OutcomesOncompletionof this unit, the studentshouldbeableto:

1. Analysethe immuneresponseto specificantigens,comparethe different waysthat immunitymaybeacquiredandevaluatechallengesandstrategiesin the treatment of disease.

2. Analysethe evidencefor geneticchangesin populationsand changesin speciesover time, analysethe evidencefor relatednessbetweenspecies,and evaluatethe evidencefor humanchangeover

time.

3. Design,conductandpresenttheir findingson a scientificinvestigationrelatedto cellularprocessesand/or how life changesandrespondsto challenges.

Theawardof satisfactorycompletionof the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessment
TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementin Unit 4 will bedeterminedby schoolςassessedcourseworkandanendof yearexamination.

¶ Schoolςassessedcourseworkfor Unit 4 will contribute30%to the studyscore. ω Theendof yearexaminationwill contribute50%to the studyscore.

ForOutcomesOneandTwo,schoolςassessedcourseworkcanbebasedon:

¶ Analysis and evaluation of a selected biological case study. ω    Analysis and evaluation of generated primary and/or collated secondary data.

¶ Comparison and evaluation of biological concepts, methodologies and methods, and findings from three student practical activities.

¶ Analysis and evaluation of a contemporary bioethical issue.
AND

ForOutcomeThree,assessmentwill bebasedon: ω Astructuredscientificposter.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideBusiness Management

VCEBusinessManagementexaminesthe waysbusinessesmanageresourcesto achieveobjectives. TheVCEBusinessManagementStudyDesignfollowsthe processfrom the initial idea

for a businessconcept,to planningand establishinga business,through to the day-to-day managementof a business. It alsoconsiderschangesthat need to be madeto ensurethe

continuedsuccessof a business. Studentsdevelopanunderstandingof the complexityof the challengesfacingdecision-makersin managingbusinessesandtheir resources.

A rangeof managementtheories is consideredand comparedwith managementin practicethrough contemporarycasestudiesdrawn from the past four years. Studentslearn to

proposeandevaluatealternativestrategiesin responseto contemporarychallengesin establishingandoperatinga business.

Rationale
In contemporaryAustraliansocietythere isa rangeof businessesmanagedby peoplewho establishsystemsandprocessesto achievea varietyof businessobjectives. Thesesystemsand

processesareoften drawnfrom both historicalexperienceandmanagementtheoriesthat aredesignedto optimisethe likelihoodof achievingsuccess.

In studyingVCEBusinessManagement,studentsdevelopknowledgeand skills that enhancetheir confidenceand ability to participateeffectivelyas ethical and sociallyresponsible

membersof society,managersandleadersof the businesscommunity,andasinformedcitizens,consumersandinvestors. Thestudyof VCEBusinessManagementleadsto opportunities

acrossall facetsof the businessand managementfield suchassmallbusinessowner, project manager,humanresourcemanager,operationsmanageror executivemanager. Further

studycanleadto specialisationin areassuchasmarketing,publicrelationsandeventmanagement.

Aims
Thisstudyenablesstudentsto: ωunderstandandapplybusinessconcepts,principlesandterminology

ωunderstandthe complexandchangingenvironmentsin whichbusinessesoperateandhow businessesmustadaptto these

ωunderstandthe relationshipsthat existbetweena businessandits stakeholders

ωrecognisethe contributionandsignificanceof businesswithin local,nationalandglobalmarkets

ωanalyseandevaluatethe effectivenessof managementstrategiesin different contexts

ωproposestrategiesto solvebusinessproblemsandtakeadvantageof businessopportunities.
Structure
Thestudyismadeup of four units. Unit 1: Planninga business

Unit 2: Establishinga business

Unit 3: Managinga business

Unit 4: Transforminga business

Entry
Thereareno prerequisitesfor entry to Units1, 2 and3. StudentsmustundertakeUnit 3 andUnit 4 asa sequence. Units1ς4 aredesignedto a standardequivalentto the final two years
of secondaryeducation.

All VCEstudiesarebenchmarkedagainstcomparablenationalandinternationalcurriculum.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideBusiness Management

Unit 1: Planninga business
Businessesof all sizesare major contributorsto the economicandsocialwellbeingof a nation. Theability of entrepreneursto establisha businessandthe fosteringof conditionsunderwhich

new businessideascanemergearevital for aƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎwellbeing. Takinga businessideaandplanninghow to makeit a reality are the cornerstonesof economicandsocialdevelopment. In this

unit studentsexplorethe factorsaffectingbusinessideasand the internal and externalenvironmentswithin which businessesoperate,aswell asthe effect of theseon planninga business.

Theyalsoconsiderthe importanceof the businesssectorto the nationaleconomyandsocialwellbeing.

Unit 2: Establishinga business
Thisunit focuseson the establishmentphaseof a business. Establishinga businessinvolvescompliancewith legal requirementsaswell asdecisionsabout how best to establisha systemof

financialrecordkeeping,staff the businessand establisha customerbase. In this unit studentsexaminethe legalrequirementsthat must be met to establisha business. Theyinvestigatethe

essentialfeaturesof effectivemarketingandconsiderthe bestway to meet the needsof the businessin termsof staffingandfinancialrecordkeeping. Studentsanalysemanagementpractices

by applyingkeyknowledgeto contemporarybusinesscasestudiesfrom the pastfour years.

Unit 3: Managinga business
In this unit studentsexplore the key processesand considerationsfor managinga businessefficiently and effectively to achievebusinessobjectives. Studentsexaminedifferent types of

businessesand their respectiveobjectivesandstakeholders. Theyinvestigatestrategiesto manageboth staff andbusinessoperationsto meet objectives,anddevelopan understandingof the

complexityandchallengeof managingbusinesses. Studentscomparetheoreticalperspectiveswith current practicethroughthe useof contemporaryAustralianandglobalbusinesscasestudies

from the pastfour years.

Unit 4: Transforminga business
Businessesareunderconstantpressureto adaptandchangeto meet their objectives. In this unit studentsconsiderthe importanceof reviewingkeyperformanceindicatorsto determinecurrent

performanceand the strategicmanagementnecessaryto position a businessfor the future. Studentsstudy a theoretical model to undertakechangeand considera variety of strategiesto

managechangein the most efficient and effective way to improve businessperformance. Theyinvestigatethe importanceof effective managementand leadershipin changemanagement.

Usingoneor morecontemporarybusinesscasestudiesfrom the pastfour years,studentsevaluatebusinesspracticeagainsttheory.

Assessment
Satisfactorycompletion
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor a unit isbasedon theǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎdecisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the setof outcomesspecifiedfor the unit. Demonstrationof

achievementof outcomesandsatisfactorycompletionof aunit aredeterminedby evidencegainedthroughthe assessmentof a rangeof learningactivitiesandtasks.

Levelsof achievement
Units1 and2 Proceduresfor the assessmentof levelsof achievementin Units1 and2 areamatter for schooldecision.

Units3 and4 TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementin Units3 and4 will bedeterminedby School-assessedCoursework(SACs),asspecifiedin the VCEstudydesign,andexternalassessment.

Percentagecontributionsto the studyscorein VCEBusinessManagementareasfollows:

¶ Unit 3 School-assessedCoursework: 25per cent

¶ Unit 4 School-assessedCoursework: 25per cent

¶ End-of-yearexamination: 50per cent.

Other information
Therewill beanexcursionfor Unit 3 Operationsmanagementin Term2.
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Unit 1 : How canthe diversity of materialsbe explained?
In this unit studentsinvestigatethe chemicalstructuresand propertiesof a rangeof materials,includingcovalentcompounds,metals,ionic compounds,and polymers. Theyare introducedto waysthat
chemicalquantitiesare measured. Theyconsiderhow manufacturinginnovationslead to more sustainableproductsbeingproducedfor societythrough renewableraw materialsand a transition from a
linear economyto a circulareconomy. Studentsconductpractical investigationsinvolvingthe reactivity seriesof metals,separationof mixtures by chromatography,use of precipitation reactionsto
identify ionic compounds,determinationof empiricalformulas,and synthesisof polymers. Throughoutthis unit studentsusechemistryterminologyincludingsymbols,formulas,chemicalnomenclature,
and equationsto representand explainobservationsand data from their own investigationsand to evaluatethe chemistry-basedclaimsof others. A student-directed researchinvestigationinto the
sustainableproductionor useof a selectedmaterial is to be undertakenin Areaof Study3. Theinvestigationexploreshow sustainabilityfactorssuchasgreenchemistryprinciplesand the transition to a
circulareconomyareconsideredin the productionof materialsto ensureminimumtoxicity and impactson humanhealthandthe environment. Theinvestigationdrawson keyknowledgeandkeyscience
skillsfrom Areaof Study1 and/or Areaof Study2.

Areaof Study1 Howdo the chemicalstructuresof materialsexplaintheir propertiesand reactions?
In this areaof studystudentsfocuson elementsasthe buildingblocksof usefulmaterials. Theyinvestigatethe structures,propertiesandreactionsof carboncompounds,metals,andioniccompounds,and
usechromatographyto separatethe componentsof mixtures. Theyusemetal recyclingasa contextto explorethe transitionin manufacturingprocessesfrom a lineareconomyto a circulareconomy. They
usesolubility tablesto experimentallyidentify unknownions in solution. Theyrespondto challengessuchasdevelopingtheir own reactivity seriesby reactingsamplesof metalswith acids,oxygen,and
water.

Outcome1
On completionof this unit the student shouldbe able to explainhow elementsform carboncompounds,metallic latticesand ionic compounds,experimentallyinvestigateand model the propertiesof
different materials,and usechromatographyto separatethe componentsof mixtures. To achievethis outcomethe student will draw on key knowledgeoutlined in Areaof Study1 and the related key
scienceskills.

Areaof Study2 Howare materialsquantified andclassified?
In this areaof studystudentsfocuson the measurementof quantitiesin chemistryand the structuresand propertiesof organiccompounds,includingpolymers. Theyperform calculationsbasedon the
generationof primary data, suchasdeterminingthe empiricalformula of an ionic compoundor hydratedsalt and considerhow the quality of data generatedin experimentscanbe improved. Students
respondto challengessuchasinvestigatinghow changingformulationsfor polymersaffectstheir structureandproperties.

Outcome2
On completionof this unit the student shouldbe able to calculatemole quantities,usesystematicnomenclatureto nameorganiccompounds,explainhow polymerscanbe designedfor a purpose,and
evaluatethe consequencesfor humanhealthandthe environmentof the productionof organicmaterialsandpolymers. Toachievethis outcomethe studentwill drawon keyknowledgeoutlined in Areaof
Study2 andthe relatedkeyscienceskills.

Areaof Study3 Howcanchemicalprinciplesbeappliedto createa moresustainablefuture?
Sustainabilityrequiresinnovation in designingand discoveringnew chemicals,production processesand product managementsystemsthat will provide increasedyield or performanceat a lower cost
while meetingthe goalsof protectingandenhancinghumanhealthandthe environment.
In this areaof studystudentsundertakean investigationinvolvingthe selectionandevaluationof a recentdiscovery,innovation,advance,casestudy,issueor challengelinkedto the knowledgeandskills
developedin Unit 1 Areaof Study1 and/or Areaof Study2, includingconsiderationof sustainabilityconcepts(greenchemistryprinciples,sustainabledevelopment,and the transition towardsa circular
economy). Studentsapplycriticalandcreativethinkingandscienceinquiryskillsto preparea communicationto explainthe relevantchemicalconceptsassociatedwith their investigation,criticallyexamine
the informationanddataavailableto answerthe researchquestion,andidentify the sociocultural,economic,political,legal,andethicalimplicationsof the selectedinvestigationin termsof sustainability.

Outcome3
On completionof this unit the student shouldbe able to investigateand explainhow chemicalknowledgeis usedto createa more sustainablefuture in relation to the production or useof a selected
material. Toachievethisoutcomethe studentwill drawon keyknowledgeoutlined in Areaof Study3 andthe relatedkeyscienceskills.

Assessment
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor a unit isbasedon whether the studenthasdemonstratedthe setof outcomesspecifiedfor the unit.
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Unit 2 : How do chemical reactions shape the natural world?
In this unit students analyse and compare different substances dissolved in water and the gases that may be produced in chemicalreactions. They explore applications of acid-base and redox 
reactions in society.

Students conduct practical investigations involving the specific heat capacity of water, acid-base and redox reactions, solubility, molar volume of a gas, volumetric analysis, and the use of a 
calibration curve.

A student-adapted or student-designed scientific investigation is undertaken in Area of Study 3. The investigation involves the generation of primary data and is related to the production of 
gases, acid-base or redox reactions, or the analysis of substances in water. It draws on the key science skills and key knowledge from Unit 2 Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2.

Area of Study 1   How do chemicals interact with water?
In this area of study students focus on understanding the properties of water and investigating acid-base and redox reactions. TƘŜȅ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŘŜƴǎƛǘȅΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƘŜŀǘ 
capacity and latent heat of vaporisation. They write equations for acid-base and redox reactions and apply concepts including pHas a measure of acidity. They explore applications of acid-base 
reactions and redox reactions in society. 
Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to explain the properties of water in terms of structure and bonding, and experimentally investigate and analyse applications of acid-base 
and redox reactions in society. To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge outlined in Area of Study 1 and the related key science skills.

Area of Study 2   How are chemicals measured and analysed?
In this area of study students focus on the analysis and quantification of chemical reactions involving acids, bases, salts and gases. They measure the solubility of substances in water, explore the 
relationship between solubility and temperature using solubility curves, and learn to predict when a solute will dissolve or crystallise out of solution. They quantify amounts in chemistry using 
volumetric analysis, application of the ideal gas equation, stoichiometry, and calibration curves. 
Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to calculate solution concentrations and predict solubilities, use volumetric analysis and instrumental techniques to analyse for acids, bases 
and salts, and apply stoichiometry to calculate chemical quantities. To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge outlined in Area of Study 2 and the related key science skills.

Area of Study 3   How do quantitative scientific investigations develop our understanding of chemical reactions? 
In this area of study students adapt or design and then conduct a scientific investigation related to chemical equations and/or analysis, which must include the generation of primary data. They 
develop a research question related to the production of gases, acid-base or redox reactions or the analysis of substances in water and adapt or design and then conduct a scientific investigation 
to generate appropriate quantitative data. Students organise and interpret the data and reach a conclusion in response to their research question. 

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to draw an evidence-based conclusion from primary data generated from a student-adapted or student-designed scientific investigation 
related to the production of gases, acid-base or redox reactions or the analysis of substances in water. To achieve this outcomethe student will draw on key knowledge outlined in Area of Study 
3 and the related key science skills.

Assessment
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
All assessments at Units 1 and 2 are school based. Procedures for assessment of levels of achievement in Units 1 and 2 are a matter for school decision.
For this unit students are required to demonstrate three outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass the areas of study in the unit.
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Unit 3 : Howcandesignandinnovation help to optimisechemicalprocesses?
Theglobaldemandfor energyand materialsis increasingwith world populationgrowth. In this unit studentsinvestigatethe chemicalproduction of energyand materials. Theyexplorehow
innovation,designandsustainabilityprinciplesandconceptscanbe appliedto produceenergyandmaterialswhile minimisingpossibleharmful effectsof productionon humanhealthand the
environment. Studentsanalyseand comparedifferent fuelsasenergysourcesfor society,with referenceto the energytransformationsand chemicalreactionsinvolved,energyefficiencies,
environmentalimpactsandpotential applications. Theyexplorefood in the contextof supplyingenergyin livingsystems. Thepurpose,designandoperatingprinciplesof galvaniccells,fuel cells,
rechargeablecellsandelectrolyticcellsare consideredwhenevaluatingtheir suitability for supplyingǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎneedsfor energyandmaterials. Theyevaluatechemicalprocesseswith reference
to factors that influencetheir reaction rates and extent. Theyinvestigatehow the rate of a reaction can be controlled so that it occursat the optimum rate while avoidingunwantedside
reactionsandby-products. Studentsconductpracticalinvestigationsinvolvingthermochemistry,redoxreactions,electrochemicalcells,reactionratesandequilibriumsystems.
Throughoutthe unit studentsusechemistryterminology,includingsymbols,formulas,chemicalnomenclature,and equations,to representand explainobservationsand data from their own
investigationsand to evaluatethe chemistry-basedclaimsof others. A student-designedscientificinvestigationinvolvingthe generationof primary data related to the production of energy
and/or chemicalsand/or the analysisor synthesisof organiccompoundsis undertakenin either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or acrossboth Units3 and4, and is assessedin Unit 4 Outcome3. Thedesign,
analysisandfindingsof the investigationarepresentedin a scientificposterformat.

Areaof Study1 What are the currentand future optionsfor supplyingenergy?
In this areaof studystudentsfocuson analysingandcomparinga rangeof fossilfuelsandbiofuelsasenergysourcesfor society,andcarbohydrates,proteins,and lipidsasfuel sourcesfor the
body. Theselectionof learningcontextsshouldallow studentsto developpracticaltechniquesto investigatehow energyfrom fuels can be obtained and measured,and to determine the
efficiencyof different fuelsandelectrochemicalcellsassourcesof energy. Theydesign,constructandtest galvanicandfuel cells,andaccountfor differencesbetweenexperimentalfindingsand
predictionsmadeby usingthe electrochemicalseries.
Outcome1
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto comparefuelsquantitativelywith referenceto combustionproductsandenergyoutputs,applyknowledgeof the electrochemicalseries
to design,constructandtest primarycellsandfuel cells,andevaluatethe sustainabilityof electrochemicalcellsin producingenergyfor society. Toachievethis outcomethe studentwill drawon
keyknowledgeoutlinedin Areaof Study1 andthe relatedkeyscienceskills.

Areaof Study2 Howcanthe rate andyieldof chemicalreactionsbeoptimised?
In this areaof study,studentsexplorethe factors that affect the rate and yield of equilibrium and electrolytic reactionsinvolvedin producingimportant materialsfor society. Reactantsand
productsin chemicalreactionsare treated qualitativelythrough the applicationof Le/ƘŀǘŜƭƛŜǊΩǎprincipleand quantifiedusingequilibriumexpressions,reactionquotientsandCŀǊŀŘŀȅΩǎLaws.
Studentsexplorethe sustainabilityof different optionsfor producingusefulmaterialsfor society.

Outcome2
On completionof this unit the student shouldbe able to experimentallyanalysechemicalsystemsto predict how the rate and extent of chemicalreactionscan be optimised,explainhow
electrolysisis involvedin the productionof chemicals,andevaluatethe sustainabilityof electrolyticprocessesin producingusefulmaterialsfor society. Toachievethis outcomethe studentwill
drawon keyknowledgeoutlinedin Areaof Study2 andthe relatedkeyscienceskills.

Satisfactorycompletion
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor aunit isbasedon whetherthe studenthasdemonstratedthe setof outcomesspecifiedfor the unit.
School-assessedCoursework. TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementin Unit 3 will be determinedby School-assessedCoursework.

Contributionto final assessment
School-assessedCourseworkfor Unit 3 will contribute20percent to the studyscore.
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Unit 4 : How are carbon-based compounds designed for purpose?
In this unit students investigate the structures and reactions of carbon-based organic compounds, including considering how green chemistry principles are applied in the production of synthetic organic 
compounds. They study the metabolism of food and the action of medicines in the body. They explore how laboratory analysis and various instrumentation techniques can be applied to analyse organic 
compounds in order to identify them and to ensure product purity.  Students conduct practical investigations related to the synthesis and analysis of organic compounds, involving reaction pathways, 
organic synthesis, identification of functional groups, direct redox titrations, solvent extraction, and distillations.

Area of Study 1    How are organic compounds categorised and synthesised?
In this area of study students focus on the structure, naming, properties, and reactions of organic compounds, including the chemical reactions associated with the metabolism of food. They explore how 
synthetic organic compounds can be produced more sustainably for use in society.

Outcome 1
On completion of this unit the student should be able to analyse the general structures and reactions of the major organic families of compounds, design reaction pathways for organic synthesis, 
and evaluate the sustainability of the manufacture of organic compounds used in society. To achieve this outcome the student will draw on key knowledge outlined in Area of Study 1 and the related key 
science skills.

Area of Study 2   How are organic compounds analysed and used?
In this area of study students focus on laboratory and instrumental analyses of organic compounds, and the function of some organic compounds as medicines. They use distillation to separate mixtures, 
use volumetric analysis to calculate redox quantities, and explore how instrumental analysis is used to ensure the quality ofconsumer products. Students explain how some medicines that bind to the 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ ŜƴȊȅƳŜǎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ƛƴƘƛōƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴȊȅƳŜǎΩ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦ

Outcome 2
On completion of this unit the student should be able to apply qualitative and quantitative tests to analyse organic compounds and their structural characteristics, deduce structures of organic compounds 
using instrumental analysis data, explain how some medicines function, and experimentally analyse how some natural medicines canbe extracted and purified. To achieve this outcome the student will 
draw on key knowledge outlined in Area of Study 2 and the related key science skills.

Area of Study 3    How is scientific inquiry used to investigate the sustainable production of energy and/or materials?
Students undertake a student-designed scientific investigation in either Unit 3 or Unit 4, or across both Units 3 and 4. The investigation involves the generation of primary data related to the production of 
energy and/or chemicals and/or the analysis or synthesis of organic compounds and should be inspired by a contemporary chemical challenge or issue. The investigation draws on knowledge and related 
key science skills developed across Units 3 and 4 and is undertaken by students in the laboratory and/or in the field.

Outcome 3
On completion of this unit the student should be able to design and conduct a scientific investigation related to the production of energy and/or chemicals and/or the analysis or synthesis of organic 
compounds, and present an aim, methodology and method, results, discussion, and conclusion in a scientific poster. To achievethis outcome the student will draw on key knowledge outlined in Area of 
Study 3 and the related key science skills.

School-based assessment
Satisfactory completion  The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. 
Contribution to final assessment  School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 will contribute 30 per cent to the study score.
External assessment  The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination.
Contribution to final assessment  The examination will contribute 50 per cent to the study score.

End-of-year examination
The examination will be set by a panel appointed by the VCAA. All the key knowledge and key skills that underpin the outcomesin Units 3 and 4 are examinable.

Conditions
The examination will be completed under the following conditions:ω  Duration: 2.5 hours ω    ±/!! ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇƭȅΦ 

ω 5ŀǘŜΥ ŜƴŘ-of-year, published annually by the VCAA ω    ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ±/!!Φ
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideDrama

Unit 1 : IntroducingPerformanceStyles

Focusof unit
Thisunit focuseson studyingthree or more performancestylesfrom different social,historicalandculturalcontexts. Dramatraditionssuchasritual andstorytellingareexaminedto deviseperformances
that go beyondre-creationand / or representationof real life. Studentsmaydevisetheir performancesassoloand /or ensemblepiecesandmayincludereal or imaginedcharacters. Theirperformances
will be basedon stimulusmaterial that reflects personal,cultural and / or communityexperiencesand stories. Theperformanceswill includea rangeof play-makingtechniques,expressiveskillsand
performanceskills, and the development processis documented,consideringdifferent dramatic elements, conventionsand performancestyles. This unit also involvesanalysisof ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩown
performancework andanalysisof a performanceby professionaldramapractitioners. Thissubjectdoeshaveanadditionalchargeto coverconsumablesandmaterialcosts

Areasof Study
1. Creatinga DevisedPerformance

Thisareaof studywill include: ω Theuseof play-makingtechniquesto devisedramaticworks.
¶ Theuseof stimulusandcollaborativeprocessesandconstructiontechniqueswhencreatingdramaticworks.
¶ Theuseof personal,culturaland/or communityexperiencesandstoriesin dramawork devising.
¶ Therecordinganddocumentingof playmakingtechniquesusedto developperformanceworks.

2. Presentinga DevisedPerformance
Thisareaof studywill include: ω Sustainingandre-creatingcharacter.

¶ Understandinghow storiesandideasaregivenform andmeaningthroughperformance.
¶ Waysdramaticelementscanbeenhancedandmanipulatedthroughperformance.
¶ Characterisationandtechniquesin transformationof characterthroughmanipulationof expressiveskills.
¶ Presentationof characterusingnaturalisticandnon-naturalisticperformancestyles.
¶ Performanceskillssuchasbelief,presenceandenergyaswell asaudienceactor relationships.

3. Analysing a Devised Performance
This area of study will include: ω Describe the use of expressive skills to develop and present characters and stories.

¶ Describe the use of different stimulus material to develop and realise characters.
¶ Record and evaluate stages in the development of characters
¶ Reflect on the developmental processes and analyse the performance of characters.
¶ Analyse the actor / audience relationship.
¶ Use the language of drama appropriately to describe and analyse performances.

4. Analysing a professional drama performance
This area of study will include: ω Characterisation, through the manipulation of expressive skills.

¶ Dramatic elements, theatrical conventions and stagecraft and how they are used to structure and enhance a performance.
¶ Performance style/s and how they are defined by acting and stagecraft.
¶ Ways the actor-audience relationship can be created and manipulated.
¶ The language of drama that can be used to describe and analyse performance.

Assessment
Tasks may include: ω   Paper based or electronic journal / folio ω   tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΦω   {ƻƭƻ tŜǊŦƻǊmance

Evaluation of a professional performance as structured questions.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideDrama

Unit 2 : Australian Identity
Focus of Unit
Studentswill focus on aspectsof Australianidentity within contemporarydrama practice. For example,they may explore the work of selecteddrama practitionersand relevant performancestyles.
Studentswill devisea solo or ensembleperformancebaseda person,event, issue,place,artwork, text or icon from a contemporaryor historicalAustraliancontext. Theywill documentthe processes
involvedin the developmentof this work. Thestimulusmaterialstudentswork with mustallow them to exploreaspectsof Australianidentity andstudentsshoulduseappropriateperformancestylesand
conventionsin doingthis. Theywill alsofurther developtheir understandingof character,time andplacein dramaworks. Studentswill againanalysetheir own work, aswell asthat of professionaldrama
practitioners. In this case,they will analysea performanceof anAustralianwork.

Areas of Study
1. Using Australia as inspiration This area of study will include knowledge such as:

ω Techniques used to develop stimulus material into narrative, such as role play.

¶ Play-making techniques used to construct a devised performance; for example, improvisation or storyboarding.
¶ Performance styles from a range of contexts relevant to contemporary drama practice
¶ Development of expressive and performance skills;
¶ Processes for documenting the play-making techniques used create the devised performance.

2. Presenting a devised performance This area of study will include knowledge such as:

ω How stories and ideas are given form and meaning through performance.

¶ Performance styles from a range of historical, cultural and social contexts.
¶ Ways dramatic elements can be enhanced and manipulated through performance.
¶ Theatrical conventions appropriate to selected performance styles.
¶ Stagecraft appropriate to the selected performance style/s.
¶ Performance skills such as persistence and energy.

3.      Analysing a devised performance This area of study will include knowledge such as:

ω Describe the use of stimulus material and theatrical conventions and how they affected the performance & performance style/s.

¶ Analysehow dramaticelementswere manipulatedin performance.
¶ Examinehow the useof stagecraftandtheatricalconventionsdefinedthe performancestyle/s.
¶ Describehow the useof different stimulusmaterialwasusedto developandenhancethe presentationof characters,settingand

context.

4. AnalysingAustraliandramaperformance Thisareaof studywill includeknowledgesuchas:

ω Waysin whichperformancestyle/stheatricalconventions& dramaticelementsaremanipulatedto giveform to dramaticworks.

¶ The language of drama and ways it can be used to analyse and describe performances.

Assessment Tasks may include: ω Paper based or electronic journal / folio

ω Performance reflection as a presentation or structured questions.
ω Solo Performance

Evaluation of a professional performance as structured questions.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideDrama

Unit 3 : Devised ensemble performance

Focus of unit
Thisunit focuseson developinganensemblework by exploringthe work of dramapractitionersanddrawingon contemporarydramapractice. Studentswill work togetherto devise,developand
presentan ensembleperformancethat either reflectsa specificperformancestyle,or that drawson multiple performancestyles. Studentswill usevariousplay-makingtechniquesin order to
developtheir performancefrom providedstimulusmaterial,anduseappropriateconventions,dramaticelementsandexpressiveskillsin presentingtheir devisedwork. Studentswill be required
to documentthe developmentof their performance,andanalyseboth their own anda professionalperformance.

Areas of Study
1. Devising and presenting ensemble performance

This area of study will include a wide range of knowledge and skills, for example: ω Play-making techniques;
¶ Explorationof character;
¶ Conventionsof chosenperformancestyle(s);
¶ Useof dramaticelements;
¶ Establishingandmanipulatingactor-audiencerelationships;

2. Analysing a devised ensemble performances
This area of study will include knowledge such as: ω Use the language of drama.

¶ Describe,analyseanddocumentthe knowledgeidentifiedin Outcome1.

3. Analysing and evaluating a professional drama performance
This area of study will include knowledge such as: ω Different performance styles and their use in performance;

¶ Howactorsuseexpressiveandperformanceskillsto represent characters;
¶ Howdramaticelementsandproductionareasareusedto enhanceaperformance;
¶ Theuseof relevantdramaterminology.

Assessment
¶ Ensemble Performances.
¶ Analysis of ensemble performance as a presentation or written responses to structured questions
¶ Analysis of a play from the selected Unit 3 Playlist in the form of written responses to structured questions.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideDrama

Unit 4 : Devised Solo Performance
Focus of unit
In this unit, studentswill developand presenta devisedsolo performancethat drawson a rangeof performancestylesand associatedconventions,from both contemporaryand traditional
contexts. Studentswill developtheir performancebasedon stimulusmaterialand incorporatinga rangeof play-makingtechniques. Studentswill first devisea short soloperformancefor their
schoolbasedassessment,leadingto developingand extendedsolo performancefor their end of year performanceexam. The main focus of the performanceis acting, but studentsmay
incorporateareassuchascostume,props,make-upor maskaspart of their piece.

Areas of Study
1. Demonstrating techniques of solo performance

This area of study will involve a short solo performance, and cover knowledge including:
¶ Stages of the creative process.
¶ The dramatic potential of selected stimulus material.
¶ Dramatic elements, expressive skills, performance skills, performance styles and production areas, including their application to a devised solo performance;.

2. Devising a solo performance
Thisareaof studywill involvedevelopingasoloperformancebasedon the prescribedstructurefor the SoloPerformanceExampublishedby the VCAA. It will includeknowledgesuchas:
¶ Stimulusmaterialusedasabasisfor makingandcreatingasoloperformancein responseto a prescribedstructure.
¶ A rangeof play-makingtechniqueswhichcanbeusedin the developmentandperformanceof asoloperformance.
¶ Thedramaticelementsasrequiredin the prescribedstructure.
¶ Performancestylesfrom arangeof historical,culturalandsocialtraditions.
¶ Expressiveskillsusedto communicatenonnaturalisticcharacters.

3. Analysingandevaluatinga devisedsoloperformance
Thisareaof studywill includeknowledgesuchas:
¶ Theuseof stimulusmaterialin developingandcreatingsoloperformance.
¶ Theuseof a rangeof play-makingtechniquesandcreativeprocessesincludingresearchingin the developmentandpresentationof asoloperformance.
¶ Performancestylesandtheatricalconventions.
¶ Applicationandmanipulationof dramaticelementsandstagecraftin the creationof soloperformance.
¶ Theuseof expressiveskillsto communicateandembodycharacterswithin asoloperformance.
¶ Thelanguageof dramaassociatedwith performancestyles,theatricalconventions,dramaticelements,stagecraftandplay-makingtechniques.

Assessment
ω Solo Demonstration (Internal Assessment
ω Performance Analysis as a presentation or written response to structured questions
ω Statement describing techniques used in the solo demonstration
ω Extended Solo Performance. (External Assessment)
ω End of Year Written Examination. (External Assessment)
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEconomics

Economicsis the studyof how resourcesareallocatedto meet the needsandwantsof society. It attemptsto explainhow andwhy peoplebehavethe waythey do andthe consequencesof their decision-

making. Byunpackingthe economicconsiderationsaroundhow to best meet the needsand wantsof citizens,the studyof Economicsprovidesstudentswith valuableinsight into issuesthat mayaffect

them both individuallyandasmembersof society. Economicsassistsusin makingmore informedandresponsibledecisionsandin makinga contributionto publicdebateasactivecitizens.

Rationale
Thestudyof economicsexaminesthe role of consumers,businesses,governmentsandother organisationsin decision-makingabout the allocationof resources,the productionanddistribution of goods

and servicesand the effect that thesedecisionsmay haveon material and non-material living standards. DevelopingǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩunderstandingof economicswill enablethem to appreciatethe reasons

behind thesedecisionsaswell asthe intendedand unintendedconsequencesof economicdecision-making. Acquisitionof economicsknowledgeand skillsassistsstudentsto makemore informed and

responsibleeconomicdecisionsandcontribute to publicdiscourseasinformedcitizens.

Throughstudyingeconomics,studentsdevelopa rangeof skills,includingan ability to gather,organise,analyseand synthesisea wide selectionof economicsinformation. Theyundertakeindependent

inquiry, think critically and work collaborativelywith their peersto developviablesolutionsto contemporaryeconomicissues. Theyconsiderthe way in which economicagentsrespondto incentives,

disincentives,maketrade-offs, weighup costsand benefitsand makejudgmentsabout what is efficient and what is fair. Theyutilise economicmodelsand the tools of economistseffectivelyto analyse

andevaluatethe decisionsmadeby keyeconomicagents. In the processstudentsappreciatethe different viewpointsabout issuesthat mayaffect the moderneconomyandbroadersociety.

Overtime, the changingnature of work will requirestudentsto be equippedwith the kindsof transferrable,problem-solving,communication,evaluationandcriticalanalysisskillsdevelopedthrough the

studyof economics. Theseskillscanbe usedacrossmanyemploymentfields, includingforeign affairs,banking,finance,health,environmentand education. Economicsleadsto a broad rangeof career

options suchas economist,journalist, public policy advisor,political consultant,media commentator,entrepreneur,businessowner, environmentalmanager,investmentbanker, investmentanalyst,

managementconsultant,businessanalyst,actuary,accountant,academic,teacher,stockbroker,banker,town plannerandmanymore.

Aims Thisstudyenablesstudentsto:

¶ developskillsthat equipthem for activeparticipationin contemporarydebate

¶ evaluatethe effectivenessof governmentpolicyresponses

¶ developa criticalperspectiveandthink creativelyaboutapproachesto economicproblems

¶ understandhow the Australianeconomyoperates,includingthe role of consumers,businessesandgovernmentsandother keygroupsin the economy

¶ understandandapplyrelevanteconomictheoriesandconcepts

¶ useeconomicmethodsof inquiryandtools to analysethe economiccausesandconsequencesof contemporaryeventson local,nationalandinternationaleconomies

¶ applyeconomicframeworksto makerational,informeddecisionsthat are important in everydaylife

¶ foster anunderstandingof how!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎeconomicrelationshipswith other economiesaffect livingstandardsandlong-term prosperity.

Structure Thestudyismadeup of four units. Unit 1: Economicdecision-making

Unit 2: Economicissuesandlivingstandards

Unit 3:!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎlivingstandards

Unit 4: Managingthe economy

Entry
Thereare no prerequisitesfor entry to Units1, 2 and3. Studentsmust undertakeUnit 3 and Unit 4 asa sequence. Units1 to 4 are designedto a standardequivalentto the final two yearsof secondary

education. All VCEstudiesarebenchmarkedagainstcomparablenationalandinternationalcurriculum.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEconomics

Unit 1 : Economicdecision-making
Economicsisa dynamicandconstantlyevolvingfield of socialscience,whichlooksat the wayhumansbehaveandthe decisionsmadeto meet the needsandwantsof society. In this unit studentsexplore

their role in the economy,how they interactwith businesses,andthe role of the governmentin the economy. Studentsare introducedto andexplorefundamentaleconomicconcepts. Theyexaminebasic

economicmodels where consumersand businessesengagein mutually beneficial transactions,and investigatethe motivations behind both consumerand businessbehaviour. They examinehow

individualsmight respondto incentives. Studentsareencouragedto investigatecontemporaryexamplesandcasestudiesto enhancetheir understandingof the introductoryeconomicsconcepts.

Studentsusedemandandsupplymodelsto explainchangesin pricesandquantitiestraded. Throughcloseexaminationof oneor more markets,they gaininsightinto the factorsthat mayaffect the way

resourcesareallocatedin aneconomyandhow marketpower canaffect efficiencyand livingstandards. Studentsconsiderthe insightsof behaviouraleconomicsandhow thoseinsightscontrastwith the

traditional model of consumerbehaviour. Theyinvestigateat leastone behaviouraleconomicsexperiment,and analysehow the theoriesand observationsof behaviouraleconomicshavebeenusedby

governmentin planningandimplementingpolicy,andby businessesin managingtheir relationshipswith consumers.

Unit 2 : Economicissuesand living standards
A coreprincipleof economicsis maximisingthe livingstandardsof society. Thisis done through economicdecisionsthat optimisethe useof resourcesto producegoodsand servicesthat satisfyhuman

needsand wants. Economicactivity is therefore a key considerationfor economics. Studentsconsiderthe link between economicactivity and economicgrowth and investigatethe importanceof

economicgrowth in raisingliving standards. Theyevaluatethe benefits and costsof continuedeconomicgrowth and considerthe extent to which our current measurementsof living standardsare

adequate.

Economicsprovidesuseful tools for investigatingcontemporaryissuesthat inspire debate and wide differencesin opinion. Studentsundertake an applied economicanalysisof two contemporary

economicsissuesfrom a local,nationalandinternationalperspective. Theyusethe toolsof datacollection,analysis,synthesisandevaluationto examinethe issuethroughaneconomicslens. Theydo this

through investigationof the economicfactors influencingthe issueand via examinationof its economicimportanceat a local, national and international level. Studentsconsiderthe perspectivesof

relevanteconomicagentsandevaluatethe validityandeffectivenessof individualandcollectiveresponsesto the issue.

Unit 3 :!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎliving standards
The Australianeconomyis constantlyevolving. The main instrument for allocatingresourcesis the market, but governmentalso playsa significantrole in resourceallocation. In this unit students

investigatethe role of the market in allocatingresourcesandexaminethe factorsthat affect the priceandquantity tradedfor a rangeof goodsandservices. Studentsdevelopanunderstandingof the key

measuresof efficiencyand how market systemsmight result in efficient outcomes. Studentsconsidercontemporaryissuesto explainthe needfor governmentintervention in marketsand why markets

might fail to maximiseǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎlivingstandards. Aspart of a balancedexamination,studentsalsoconsiderunintendedconsequencesof governmentinterventionin the market.

Studentsdevelopan understandingof the macroeconomy. Theyinvestigatethe factorsthat affect the levelof aggregatedemandandaggregatesupplyin the economyandapplytheoriesto explainhow

changesin these variablesmight affect achievementof domestic macroeconomicgoals and living standards. Studentsassessthe extent to which the Australian economy has achievedthese

macroeconomicgoalsduringthe pasttwo years.

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎlivingstandardsdepend,in part, on strongeconomicrelationshipswith its major tradingpartners. Studentsinvestigatethe importanceof internationaleconomicrelationshipsandthe effect of

theseon Australianlivingstandards. Studentsanalysehow internationaltransactionsarerecorded,andexaminehow economicfactorsmight affect the valueof the exchangerate, the termsof trade and

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎinternationalcompetitiveness. Studentsalsoanalysehow changesin the valueof the exchangerate, the termsof trade and internationalcompetitivenessaffect the domesticmacroeconomic

goals.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEconomics

Unit 4 : Managingthe economy
Theability of the Australianeconomyto achieveits domesticmacroeconomicgoalshasa significanteffect on livingstandardsin Australia. Policymakers,includingthe AustralianGovernment

andthe ReserveBankof Australia(RBA),canutilisea widerangeof policyinstrumentsto affect thesegoalsandto affect livingstandards.

Thisunit focuseson the role of aggregatedemandpoliciesin stabilisingthe businesscycle to achievethe domesticmacroeconomicgoals. Studentsdevelopan understandingof how the

AustralianGovernmentcanalter the compositionof budgetaryoutlaysandreceiptsto directlyandindirectlyaffect the levelof aggregatedemand,the achievementof domesticmacroeconomic

goalsandlivingstandards.

Studentsalsoexaminethe role of the RBAwith a focuson its responsibilityto conductmonetarypolicy. Studentsconsiderhow the tools of monetarypolicy canaffect interest rates, the

transmissionmechanismof monetarypolicyto the economyandhow this contributestowardsthe achievementof the domesticmacroeconomicgoalsandlivingstandards.

Studentsconsiderandevaluatethe strengthsandweaknessesof the aggregatedemandpoliciesin achievingthe domesticmacroeconomicgoalsandlivingstandards.

Expandingthe productive capacityof the economy and improving!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎinternational competitivenessis critical to ensuringthat economicgrowth, low inflation and employment

opportunitiescanbe maintainedboth now and into the future. Studentsconsiderhow the AustralianGovernmentutilisesselectedaggregatesupplypoliciesto pursuethe achievementof the

domesticmacroeconomicgoalsandlivingstandardsoverthe longterm.

Assessment

Satisfactorycompletion

Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor a unit isbasedon theǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎdecisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the setof outcomesspecifiedfor the unit. Demonstrationof
achievementof outcomesandsatisfactorycompletionof aunit aredeterminedby evidencegainedthroughthe assessmentof a rangeof learningactivitiesandtasks.

Levelsof achievement

Units1 & 2

Proceduresfor the assessmentof levelsof achievementin Units1 and2 area matter for schooldecision.

Units3 & 4

TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementin Units3 and4 will bedeterminedby School-assessedCoursework(SAC)asspecifiedin the VCEstudydesign,andexternalassessment.

Percentagecontributionsto the studyscorein VCEEconomicsareasfollows:

¶ Unit 3 School-assessedCoursework: 25per cent

¶ Unit 4 School-assessedCoursework: 25per cent

¶ End-of-yearexamination: 50per cent.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish Group of Subjects

All students must undertake four units of an English subject and satisfactorily complete three units, 
including the unit 3-4 sequence, as part of the requirements for VCE.

Therearea numberof options for meetingthe aboverequirementasfollows:

Option One: English

EnglishUnits1 and2 andUnits3 and4

Option Two: EnglishLiterature

EnglishLiteratureUnits1 and2 andEnglishLiteratureUnits3 and4

Anystudentsdesiringto undertakethisoption musthavetheir courseapprovedby the courseadvisors

Option Three: EnglishLanguage

EnglishLanguageUnits1 and2 andEnglishLanguageUnits3 and4 in

Anystudentsdesiringto undertakethisoption musthavetheir courseapprovedby the courseadvisors

Option Four: Literacy(VocationalMajor)

LiteracyUnits1 and2 andLiteracyunits3 and4

Any Studentsundertakingthis option must be aware it is only availablefor the VCEVocationalMajor (VM) pathway or the Victorian Pathwayscertificate (VPC).
Completionof thesetwo unitsdoesnot result in a studyscore. ThismeansyoucanreceiveyourVCEcertificate,but not anATAR.

Option Five: Combinationof Englishand/or EnglishLiterature

EnglishLiteratureUnits1 and2 andEnglishUnits3 & 4

Anystudentsdesiringto undertakethisoption musthavetheir courseapprovedby the courseadvisors

Option Six: Studyof TwoEnglishSubjects

A studentmaystudy2 Englishsubjects.

Anystudentsdesiringto undertakethisoption musthavetheir courseapprovedby the courseadvisors
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish

Unit 1 : English
Focus of Unit
In this unit, studentsreadandrespondto texts analyticallyandcreatively. Theyanalyseargumentsand the useof persuasivelanguagein texts andcreatetheir own texts intendedto positionaudiences.
Studentsdevelop their skills in creating written, spokenand multimodal texts. The focus of this unit is on the reading of a range of texts, particularly narrative and persuasivetexts, in order to
comprehend,appreciateandanalysethe waysin whichtextsareconstructedandinterpreted.

Areas of Study
1. Reading and exploring texts
In this areaof study,studentsengagein readingand viewingtexts with a focuson personalconnectionswith the story. Theydiscussand clarify the ideasand valuespresentedby authorsthrough their
evocationsof character,settingandplot, and through investigationsof the point of view and/or the voiceof the text. Theydevelopandstrengtheninferential readingandviewingskills,andconsiderthe
waysaǘŜȄǘΩǎvocabulary,text structuresandlanguagefeaturescancreatemeaningon severallevelsandin different ways.

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩexplorationof texts involvesunderstandingandappreciatingthe role of vocabulary,text structuresand languagefeaturesin creatingstory andmeaning. Theycontemplatethe waysa text can
presentand reflect humanexperiences,and how storiesor aspectsof storiesresonatewith their own memoriesand lives. Studentsare encouragedto sharetheir experienceand understandingof the
world, andmakeconnectionswith keyideas,concernsandtensionspresentedin a text. Theyalsoexplorethe cultural,socialandhistoricalvaluesembeddedin the text, andcancomparethesevalueswith
their own. It is throughthesemomentsof connectionthat studentsengagemorecloselywith the readingexperienceanddrawparallelswith their own observationsof the world.

2. Craftingtexts

In this areaof study,studentsengagewith and developan understandingof effectiveand cohesivewriting. Theyapply,extendand challengetheir understandinganduseof imaginative,persuasiveand
informativetext througha growingawarenessof situatedcontexts,statedpurposesandaudience.

Studentsreadandengageimaginativelyandcriticallywith mentor texts that modeleffectivewriting. Throughguidedreadingof mentor texts,studentsdevelopan understandingof the diversewaysthat
vocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesand ideascan interweaveto craft compellingtexts. Theyconsiderthese texts through knowledgeof the wayspurpose,context (includingmode) and
audienceinfluenceand shapewriting. Both individualand sharedreadingof mentor texts providesstudentswith opportunities for rich discussionabout what constituteseffective writing. Students
collaboratethroughclassworkto cultivatetheir understandingsof cohesiveandsuccessfultexts.

Studentsemployandexperimentwith the qualitiesof effectivewriting in their own work. Consideringclearpurpose,context (includingmode)andaudiencesfor their writing, and throughengagingwith
andexpandingon ideasdrawn from mentor texts and other reading,they extendtheir creativity, fluencyand range. Asthey craft their texts, studentsexploretext structuresand languagefeatures,and
ideas. Theybuild a variedvocabulary,which canincludeabstractand technicallanguage,and applystandardand/or non-standardconventionsof language,includingsyntaxand spelling,asappropriate.
Theyarealsoableto exploreother formsof non-standardor informal languageincludingcolloquialandidiomaticlanguagesuchasslangor dialects,whereappropriate.

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:

i. Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto makepersonalconnectionswith, andexplorethe vocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesandideasin, a text.

ii. Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto demonstratean understandingof effectiveandcohesivewriting through the craftingof their own texts designedfor a specificcontextand
audienceto achievea statedpurpose; andto describeindividualdecisionsmadeabout the vocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesandconventionsusedduringthe writing process.

Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessment
Assessmentwill bebasedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessmenttasks.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish

Unit 2 : English

Focus of Unit

In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and themes in texts. They analyse arguments presented and theuse of persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended to 
position audiences. Students develop their skills in creating written, spoken and multimodal texts.

Areasof Study

1. Readingandexploringtexts
In this areaof study,studentsdeveloptheir readingand viewingskills,includingdeepeningtheir capacityfor inferential readingand viewing,to further open possiblemeaningsin a text, and to extend
their writing in responseto text. Studentswill developtheir skillsfrom Unit 1 through an explorationof a different text type from that studiedin Unit 1. Studentsreador view a text, engagingwith the
ideas,concernsandtensions,andrecognisewaysvocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesandconventionsof a text work togetherto createmeaning. Throughdiscussionsabout representationsin a
text, they examinethe waysreadersunderstandtext consideringits historicalcontext, and socialand cultural values. Theyalso explore the text through the prism of their own cultural knowledge,
experiencesandunderstandingof the world, andextendtheir observationsinto analyticalandabstractedexplorations.

2. ExploringArgument
In this areaof study,studentsconsiderthe wayargumentsaredevelopedanddeliveredin manyformsof media. Throughthe prismof a contemporaryandsubstantiallocaland/or nationalissue,students
read,view and listen to a rangeof texts that attempt to positionan intendedaudiencein a particularcontext. Theyexplorethe structureof thesetexts, includingcontention,sequenceof arguments,use
of supportingevidenceand persuasivestrategies. Theycloselyexaminethe languageand the visualsemployedby the author, and offer analysisof the intendedeffect on the audience. Studentsapply
their knowledgeof argumentto createa point of view text for oralpresentation.

Outcomes

Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:
i. Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto exploreandanalysehow the vocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesandideasin a text constructmeaning
ii. Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto exploreandanalysepersuasivetextswithin the contextof a contemporaryissue,includingthe waysargumentandlanguagecanbe usedto

positionanaudience; andto constructa point of viewtext for oralpresentation.
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessment

Assessmentwill bebasedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessmenttasks.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish

Unit 3 : English
Focusof Unit
In this unit, studentsreadandrespondto textsanalytically. Theycreatetheir own texts intendedto positionaudiences. S

Areasof Study
1. ReadingandRespondingto Texts

In this area of study, studentsapply readingand viewingstrategiesto critically engagewith a text, consideringits dynamicsand complexitiesand reflecting on the motivationsof its characters. They
analysethe waysauthorsconstructmeaningthroughvocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesandconventions,andthe presentationof ideas.

2. CreatingTexts

In this areaof study,studentsbuild on the knowledgeand skillsdevelopedthrough Unit 1. Theyreadand engageimaginativelyand criticallywith mentor texts,and effectiveand cohesivewriting within
identified contexts. Throughclosereading,studentsexpandtheir understandingof the diversewaysthat vocabulary,text structures,languagefeatures,conventionsand ideascan interweaveto create
compellingtexts. Theyfurther considermentor texts throughtheir understandingof the waysthat purpose,context(includingmode),andspecificandsituatedaudiencesinfluenceandshapewriting.

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:

i. to analyseideas,concernsandvaluespresentedin a text, informedby the vocabulary,text structuresandlanguagefeaturesandhow they makemeaning.

ii. demonstrateeffectivewriting skillsby producingtheir own texts,designedto respondto a specificcontextand audienceto achievea statedpurpose; and to explaintheir decisionsmadethrough

writing processes.

AssessmentForUnits3&4, schoolassessedwork will contribute50%to the final assessment. 50%will be anendof yearwritten examination.

Unit 4 - English
Focusof Unit
In this unit studentscomparethe presentationof ideas,issuesandthemesin texts. Theyanalyseargumentspresentedand the useof persuasivelanguagein texts andcreatetheir own oral text intended
to positionaudiences.

Areasof Study
1. ReadingandRespondingto Texts
In this area of study, studentsapply readingand viewingstrategiesto critically engagewith a text, consideringits dynamicsand complexitiesand reflecting on the motivationsof its characters. They
analysethe waysauthorsconstructmeaningthroughvocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesandconventions,andthe presentationof ideas.
2. AnalysingArgument
In this areaof study,studentsanalysethe useof argumentandlanguage,andvisualsin texts that debatea contemporaryandsignificantnationalor internationalissue. Studentsapplytheir understanding
of the useof argumentandlanguageto createa point of view text for oralpresentation.

Outcomes
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:
i. analyseexplicitandimplicit ideas,concernsandvaluespresentedin a text, informedby vocabulary,text structuresandlanguagefeaturesandhow they makemeaning.
ii. Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbeableto analysethe useof argumentandlanguagein persuasivetexts, includingonewritten text (print or digital)andonetext in anothermode(audio

and/or audiovisual); anddevelopandpresenta point of viewtext.

Assessment ForUnits3&4, schoolassessedwork will contribute50%to the final assessment. 50%will be anendof yearwritten examination.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish Language 

Structure Thestudyismadeup of four units:

Unit 1: Languageandcommunication Unit 3: Languagevariationandsocialpurpose Unit 2: Languagechange Unit 4: Languagevariationandidentity
Eachunit dealswith specificcontent containedin areasof studyand is designedto enablestudentsto achievea set of outcomesfor that unit. Eachoutcomeis describedin terms of keyknowledgeand
keyskills.

Unit 1 : LanguageandCommunication
Focusof the unit
In this unit, studentsconsiderthe wayslanguageis organisedso that its usershavethe meansto makesenseof their experiencesand to interact with others. Studentsexplorethe variousfunctionsof
languageand the nature of languageasan elaboratesystemof signsand conventions. Therelationshipbetweenspeechand writing asthe dominant languagemodesand the impact of situationaland
culturalcontextson languagechoicesarealsoconsidered. StudentsinvestigateŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎability to acquirelanguageandthe stagesof languageacquisitionacrossa rangeof subsystems.

Areasof Study
1. Thenature andfunctionsof language
In this areaof studystudentsexplorethe natureof languageandthe variousfunctionslanguageperformsin a rangeof contexts.
2. Languageacquisition
Thisareaof studyfocuseson the developmentalstagesof languageacquisition,both first- andadditional-languagelearning. Studentsexplorehow, in additionto wordsandtheir meanings,peoplelearnto
usethe phonologicalandgrammaticalconventionsof the language,aswell asthe appropriateuseof theseconventionsin different situationalcontexts.

Outcomes Oncompletionof thisunit studentsshouldbeableto:

i. identify anddescribeprimaryaspectsof the natureandfunctionsof humanlanguage.
ii. identify anddescribetypesof languageacquisition,andto discussandinvestigatelanguageacquisitionin the contextof linguistictheories.

Assessment Assessmentwill bebasedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessmenttasks.

Unit 2 : LanguageChange
Focusof the unit
In this unit, studentsfocuson languagechange. Languagesaredynamicandchangeisan inevitableanda continuousprocess.

Areasof Study
1. Englishacrosstime
Thisarea of study examinesthe changesthat have occurred in Englishover time. Studentsinvestigatethe factors that bring about languagechange,including those that come from contact with
other languages,from socialandtechnologicaltransformation,andfrom within the languageitself. Theyexplorelanguagechangeacrosssomesubsystemsof languageasrepresentedin texts.
2. English'sin contact
In this areaof studystudentsconsiderthe effectsof the globalspreadof Englishby learningabout both the developmentand declineof languagesasa result of Englishcontact,the elevationof English
asa globallinguafrancaandthe culturalconsequencesof languagecontact. Studentsexplorethe manywaysEnglishisusedasanexpressionof identity andculture in written andspokentexts

Outcomes Oncompletionof thisunit studentsshouldbeableto:

i. identify anddescribelanguagechangeandits effectson the Englishlanguageandanalyseattitudesto languagechange.
ii. identify andexplainthe effectsof the globalspreadof Englishthroughspokenandwritten texts.
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessment Assessmentwill bebasedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessmenttasks.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish Language 

Unit 3 : LanguageVariationandSocialPurpose
Focusof the unit
In this unit studentsinvestigateEnglishlanguagein the Australiansocialsetting,alonga continuumof informalandformal registers. Theyconsiderlanguageasa meansof socialinteraction,exploringhow
throughwritten andspokentextswe communicateinformation,ideas,attitudes,prejudicesandideologicalstances.

Areasof Study
1. Informal Language
In this areaof studystudentsconsiderthe wayspeakersandwriters choosefrom a vastrepertoireof languagein order to varythe styleof their languageto suit a particularsocialpurpose. Theyconsider
the featuresandfunctionsof informal languagein written, spokenandelectronicinteractions,understandingthat the situationalandculturalcontextof anexchangedeterminesthe languageused.
2. FormalLanguage
In this areaof studystudentsconsiderthe way speakersandwriters choosefrom a repertoire of languagein order to achievea particularpurpose. Aswith informal language,the situationalandcultural
contextdetermineswhether peopleuseformal languageandin whichmodethey chooseto communicate.

Outcomes Oncompletionof thisunit studentsshouldbeableto: i. identify andanalysedistinctivefeaturesof informal languagein written andspokentexts.

ii. identify andanalysedistinctivefeaturesof formal languagein written andspokentexts.
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessment Assessmentwill bebasedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessmenttasksincludingthe following:

Assessmenttasks: 1. Analysisof oneor moresamplesof informal language(50marks) 2. Analysisof oneor moresamplesof formal language(50marks)
in anyoneor a combinationof the following: ωanessay ωa written report of an investigation ωa folio of annotatedtexts

ωananalyticalcommentary ωa short-answertest ωanoralpresentation

ForUnits3 & 4, schoolassessedwork will contribute50%to the final assessment. 50%will be anendof yearwritten examination.

Unit 4 : LanguageVariationand Identity
Focusof the unit
In this unit studentsfocuson the role of languagein establishingandchallengingdifferent identities.

Areasof Study
1. Languagevariation in AustralianSociety
Thisareaof studyenablesstudentsto understandthe rangeof languagevarietiesthat existin contemporaryAustraliansocietyandthe contributionsthesevarietiesmaketo a sharednationalidentity.
2. Individualandgroupidentities
In this areaof studystudentsfocuson the role of languagein reflectingandconstructingindividualandgroupidentities.

Outcomes Oncompletionof thisunit studentsshouldbeableto: i. investigateandanalysevarietiesof AustralianEnglishandattitudestowardsthem. (50marks)

ii. analysehowǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎchoiceof languagereflectsandconstructstheir identities. (50marks)

Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessment Assessmentwill bebasedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessmenttasks. Foreachoutcome,anyor combinationof the following:

ωanessay ωa written report of an investigation ωananalysisof oneor more texts ωa folio of annotatedtexts
ωa short-answertest ωanoral /or a multimodalpresentation ωananalyticalcommentary

ForUnits3 & 4, schoolassessedwork will contribute50%to the final assessment. 50%will beanendof yearwritten examination.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish Literature 

Unit 1 :
Approaches to Literature
In this unit studentsfocuson the waysin which the interaction between text and readercreatesmeaning. {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩanalysesof the featuresand conventionsof texts help them developincreasingly
discriminatingresponsesto a rangeof literary forms and styles. Studentsrespondcritically, creativelyand reflectively to the ideasand concernsof texts and gain insightsinto how texts function as
representationsof humanexperience. Theydevelopfamiliarity with key terms,conceptsandpracticesthat equip them for further studiesin literature. Theydevelopan awarenessof how the viewsand
valuesthat readersholdmayinfluencethe readingof a text.

Areas of Study
1. Reading Practices
In this area of study students consider how language, structure and stylistic choices are used in different literary forms and types of text. They consider both print and non-print texts, reflecting on the 
contribution of form and style to meaning. Students reflect on the degree to which points of view, experiences and contexts shapŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘŜȄǘΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ 
the literary forms, features and language of texts. They begin to identify and explore textual details, including language and features, to develop a close analysis response to a text.
2. Exploration of literary movements and genres
In this area of study students explore the concerns, ideas, style and conventions common to a distinctive type of literature seen in literary movements or genres. Examples of these groupings include 
literary movements and/or genres such as modernism, epic, tragedy and magic realism, as well as more popular, or mainstream, genres and subgenres such as crime, romance and science fiction. 
Students explore texts from the selected movement or genre, identifying and examining attributes, patterns and similarities that locate each text within that grouping. Students engage with the ideas and 
concerns shared by the texts through language, settings, narrative structures and characterisation, and they experiment with the assumptions and representations embedded in the texts.

Outcomes
On completion of this unit students should be able to:

i. respond to a range of texts through close analysis.

ii. explore conventions common to a selected movement or genre, and engage with the ideas, concerns and representations from at least one complete text alongside multiple samples of other texts 
considered characteristic of the selected movement or genre.

The award of satisfactory completion for the unit is based on a decision that the student has demonstrated achievement of theabove outcomes.

Assessment
!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘŀǎƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ

ω a close analysis of one of more selected passages ω an in-class seminar
ω an essay (comparative or analytical) ω a creative response to a text(s) studied
ω a debate ω an oral or a written review
ω reading journal entries ω a multimedia response.
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Unit 2 :

Areas of Study
1. Voices of Country
In this area of study students explore the voices, perspectives and knowledge of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors and creators. They consider the interconnectedness of place, culture and 
identity through the experiences, texts and voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, including connections toCountry, the impact of colonisation and its ongoing consequences, and issues of 
reconciliation and reclamation.
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻǊǊŜǎ {ǘǊŀƛǘ LǎƭŀƴŘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǘŜȄǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎin which these texts present voices and perspectives that explore and 
challenge assumptions and stereotypes arising from colonisation.
Students acknowledge and reflect on a range of Australian views and values (including their own) through a text(s). Within that exploration, students consider stories about the Australian landscape and 
culture.
2. The Text in its Context 
In this area of study students focus on the text and its historical, social and cultural context. Students reflect on representations of a specific time period and/or culture within a text.
Students explore the text to understand its point of view and what it reflects or comments on. They identify the language andthe representations in the text that reflect the specific time period and/or 
culture, its ideas and concepts. Students develop an understanding that contextual meaning is already implicitly or explicitly inscribed in a text and that textual details and structures can be scrutinised to 
illustrate its significance.
Students develop the ability to analyse language closely, recognising that words have historical and cultural import.

Outcomes
On completion of this unit students should be able to:
i. explore and reflect on the voices, perspectives and knowledge in the texts of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander authors and creators.
ii. respond to the representation of a specific time period and/or culture explored in a text and reflect or comment on the ideasand concerns of individuals and groups in that context

Assessment
!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘŀǎƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ

ω a close analysis of one of more selected passages ω an in-class seminar
ω an essay (comparative or analytical) ω a creative response to a text(s) studied
ω a debate ω an oral or a written review
ω reading journal entries ω a multimedia response.
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Unit 3 :

Areas of Study
1. Adaptations and Transformations
In this area of study students focus on how the form of a text contributes to its meaning. Students explore the form of a settext by constructing a close analysis of that text. They then reflect on the extent 
to which adapting the text to a different form, and often in a new or reimagined context,affects its meaning, comparing the original with the adaptation. By exploring an adaptation, students also consider 
how creators of adaptations may emphasise or minimise viewpoints, assumptions and ideas present in the original text.
2. Developing interpretations
In this area of study students explore the different ways we can read and understand a text by developing, considering and comparing interpretations of a set text.
Students first develop their own interpretations of a set text, analysing how ideas, views and values are presented in a text, and the ways these are endorsed, challenged and/or marginalisedthrough 
literary forms, features and language. These student interpretations should consider the historical, social and cultural context in which a text is written and set. Students also consider their own views and 
values as readers.

Students then explore a supplementary readingthat can enrich, challenge and/or contest the ideas and the views, values and assumptions of the set text to further enhance theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ 
Examplesof a supplementary readingcan include writing by a teacher, a scholarly article or an explication of a literary theory.A supplementary readingthat provides only opinion or evaluation of the 
relative merits of the text is not considered appropriate for this task.

Informed by the supplementary reading, students develop a second interpretation of the same text, reflecting an enhanced appreciation and understanding of the text. They then apply this understanding 
to key moments from the text, supporting their work with considered textual evidence.

Outcomes
On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

i. analyse aspects of a text, drawing on close analysis of textual detail, and then discuss the extent to which meaning changes when that text is adapted to a different form.
ii. develop interpretations of a set text informed by the ideas, views and values of the set text and a supplementary reading.

Assessment
!ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǘŀǎƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀǎǎŜǎsedcoursework tasks:

Å A written interpretation of a text
Å An analysis of how textual form influences meaning
Å Interpretation of views and values in a text

For Units 3&4, school assessed work will contribute 50% to the final assessment. 50% will be an end of year written examination.
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Unit 4 : 

Areasof Study

1. Creative responses to texts 

Students focus on the imaginative techniques used for creating and recreating a literary work. Students use their knowledge of how the meaning of texts can change as context and form change to 

construct their own creative transformations of texts. They learn how authors develop representations of people and places, and they develop an understanding of language, voice, form and structure. 

Students draw inferences from the original text in order to create their own writing. In their adaptation of the tone and thestyle of the original text, students develop an understanding of the views and 

values explored.

2. Close Analysis of texts

In this area of study students focus on a detailed scrutiny of the language, style, concerns and construction of texts. Students attend closely to textual details to examine the ways specific passages in a text 

contribute to their overall understanding of the whole text. Students consider literary forms, features and language, and theviews and values of the text. They write expressively to develop a close 

analysis, using detailed references to the text. 

Outcomes

Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:

i. analyseliterary forms,featuresandlanguageto presenta coherentviewof a wholetext.

ii. respondcreativelyto a text andcommentcriticallyon both the originaltext andthe creativeresponse.

Assessment

Assessmentwill bebasedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessmenttasksincludingthe followingschoolassessedcourseworktasks:

¶ Acreativeresponseto a text.

¶ A closeanalysisof a keypassage

¶ A closeanalysisof a keypassage

For Units 3&4, school assessed work will contribute 50% to the final assessment. 50% will be an end of year written examination.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish as an Additional Language (EAL) 

TheCollegeprovidesfor EALstudentswho havebeen in Australiafor sevenyearsor lessand who havestudiedEnglishlessthan sevenyears. Thefocusof the courseis to empowerstudentsto be
competentandconfident languageusers. All EALstudentsmust undertakefour units of Englishasan AdditionalLanguage(EAL)andsatisfactorilycompletethree units (two of whichmust be units 3 and
4) aspart of the requirementsfor VCE. NOTE: Studentsareencouragedto readwidelyto supportthe achievementof all outcomes.

Unit 1 : Englishasan Additional Language(EAL)
Areaof Study1: Readingandexploringtexts

In this area of study, students engage in reading and viewing texts, or extracts from texts, with a focus on personal connections with the story. They discuss and clarify the ideas and values presented by 

authors through their evocations of character, setting and plot, and through investigations of the point of view and/or the voice of the text. They develop and strengthen inferential reading and viewing 

ǎƪƛƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǘŜȄǘΩǎ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΣ ǘŜȄǘ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎand in different ways. They draw on personal experience and understanding in 

developing writing about a text, and work to shape their ideas and knowledge into formal essay structures.

Outcome 1: On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 

¶ Makepersonalconnectionswith a text

¶ Identifyselectedvocabulary,text structures,languagefeatures,andideasin a text

Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Areaof Study2: Craftingtexts

In this area of study, students engage with and develop an understanding of effective and cohesive writing. They apply, extend and challenge their understanding and use of imaginative, persuasive and 

informative text through a growing awareness of situated contexts, stated purposes and audience. Students read and engage imaginatively and critically with mentor texts that model effective writing.  

The mentor texts can include short stories, speeches or monologues (with transcripts), essays (comment, opinion, reflective, personal), podcasts (with transcripts), poetry/songs, feature articles (including 

a series of blog or social media postings) and memoirs and biography and can be entire texts or extracts.  Through guided reading of mentor texts, students develop an understanding of the diverse ways 

that vocabulary, text structures, language features and ideas can interweave to craft compelling texts. They consider these texts through knowledge of the ways purpose, context (including mode) and 

audience influence and shape writing.

Outcome2: Oncompletionof thisunit the studentshouldbeableto:

¶ Demonstrateanunderstandingof effectiveandcohesivewriting

¶ Crafttheir own textsdesignedfor a specificcontextandaudienceto achievea statedpurpose

¶ Describedecisionsmadeaboutselectedvocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesandconventionsusedduringthe writing process

Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon a decisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Assessmentof Unit 1
Assessmentwill bebasedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessmenttasksincludingthe following:

¶ a personal response to a set text

¶ a note-form summary of key connections and ideas within the set text

¶ two student-created texts such as: short stories, speeches (with transcripts), essays (comment, opinion, reflective, personal), podcasts (with transcripts), poetry/songs, feature articles (including 

a series of blog postings) and memoirs

¶ a set of annotations on the student-created texts, identifying the qualities of effective writing.

VCE 
Introduction

VCE 
General 
Information

VCE 
College Procedures

How to Choose 
Your VCE Studies

Individual VCE
Units summary

VCE Elective
Contribution 
Charges

HOME



w9{t9/¢          ω          w9{L[L9b/9          ω          w9{thb{L.L[L¢¸          ω          Lb¢9DwL¢¸          ω          9XCELLENCEPreviousPage Next Page

VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish as an Additional Language (EAL) 

Unit 2 : Englishasan Additional Language(EAL)
Areaof Study1: Readingandexploringtexts
In this area of study, students develop their reading and viewing skills, including deepening their capacity for inferential reading and viewing, to further open possible meanings in a text, and to extend 
their writing in response to text. Students will develop their skills from Unit 1 through an exploration of one set text (or extracts). The text will be of a different text type from that studied in Unit 
1. Developing analytical writing about a text provides students with opportunities to build skills to discuss ideas, apply appropriate metalanguage, integrate evidence from a text to support key points, and 
explore organisational structures such as formal essays.

Outcome1
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:
ÅIdentifyanddevelopanalysisof how the vocabulary,text structures,languagefeaturesandideasin a text constructmeaning
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor the unit isbasedon adecisionthat the studenthasdemonstratedachievementof the aboveoutcomes.

Areaof Study2: Exploringargument
In this area of study, students consider the way arguments are developed and delivered in many forms of media. Through the prismof a contemporary and substantial local and/or national issue, students 
read, view and listen to a range of texts that attempt to position an intended audience in a particular context. They explorethe structure of these texts, including contention, sequence of arguments, use 
of supporting evidence and persuasive strategies. They closely examine the language and the visuals employed by the author, and offer analysis of the intended effect on the audience. Students apply 
their knowledge of argument to create a point of view text for oral presentation.

Outcome 2
Oncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbe ableto:
Å Explore and develop analysis of persuasive texts within the context of a contemporary issue, including the ways argument and language can be used to position an argument
Å Construct a point of view text for oral presentation

Assessmentof Unit 2
At leastone text will be in spokenform or havea spokencomponentto allow for the assessmentof listeningskills. Assessmentwill be basedon theǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon a selectionof assessment
tasksincludingthe following:
Å a detailed mind map of vocabulary, text structures, language features and ideas from the set text
Å an analytical response to a set text
Å a note-form summary of the key argument(s) and supporting arguments in persuasive text(s)
Å an annotated visual text(s) that identifies the key persuasive techniques
Å an analysis of the use of argument and persuasive language and techniques in text(s)
Å anoralpresentationof a point of view text

SpecialRequirements
Tobeeligibleto participatein this course,studentsmustbe from a non-EnglishspeakingbackgroundandhavebeenlearningEnglishfor lessthan 7 years.
TheCollegeprovidesfor EALstudentswho havebeen in Australiafor sevenyearsor lessand who havestudiedEnglishfor lessthan sevenyears. Thefocusof the courseis to empowerstudentsto be
competentandconfidentlanguageusers.

Note: Studentsareexpectedto readwidely in Units3 and4 to supportthe achievementof all outcomes.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideEnglish as an Additional Language (EAL) 

Unit 3 : Englishasan Additional Language(EAL)
Areaof Study1: Readingandrespondingto texts
In this area of study, students apply reading and viewing strategies to critically engage with a text, considering its dynamics and complexities and reflecting on the motivations of its characters.They 
analyse the ways authors construct meaning through vocabulary, text structures, language features and conventions, and the presentation of ideas.EAL students are provided with a contextual framing of 
the text through a listening task that explores historical, cultural and/or social values relevant to the text (such as an interview, episode of a podcast, lecture or presentation). Prior to summative 
assessment, they are given time and support to extend their writing through reflection, editing and feedback.
Outcome 1
Listento anddiscussideas,concernsandvaluespresentedin a text, informedby selectedvocabulary,text structuresandlanguagefeaturesandhow they makemeaningthrough:
Å An analytical response to text in written form (30 marks)
Å Comprehension of an audio/visual text focused on historical, cultural and/or social values in the set text, through short answer responses and note form summary (20 marks)
Areaof Study2: Creatingtexts
In this areaof study,studentsbuild on the knowledgeand skillsthrough Unit 1. Theyreadand engageimaginativelyand criticallywith mentor texts,and effectiveand cohesivewriting within identified
contexts. Throughclosereading,studentsexpandtheir understandingof the diversewaysthat vocabulary,text structures,languagefeatures,conventionsand ideascaninterweaveto createcompelling
texts.
Outcome2
Demonstrateeffectivewriting skillsby producingtheir own texts,designedto respondto a specificcontextandaudienceto achievea statedpurposethrough:
Å A written text constructed in consideration of audience, purpose and context (20 marks)
Å A second written text constructed in consideration of audience, purpose and context(20 marks)
Comment on their decisions made through writing processes through:A set of annotations reflecting on writing processes (10 marks)

Unit 4 : Englishasan Additional Language(EAL)
Areaof Study1: Readingandrespondingto texts
In this area of study, students further sharpen their skills of reading and viewing texts, developed in the corresponding area of study in Unit 3. Students consolidate their capacity to critically analyse texts 
and deepen their understanding of the ideas and values a text can convey.
Outcome1
Discussideas,concernsandvaluespresentedin a text, informedby vocabulary,text structuresandlanguagefeaturesandhow they makemeaningthrough:
Å An analytical response to text in written form (40 marks)
Areaof Study2: Analysingargument
In this area of study, students analyse the use of argument and language, and visuals in texts that debate a contemporary andsignificant national or international issue. The texts must have appeared in 
the media since 1 September of the previous year and teachers are advised to work with their students to select an issue of relevance to the cohort. Students read, view and/or listen to a variety of texts 
from the media, including print and digital, and audio and audio visual, and develop their understanding of the ways in whicharguments and language complement one another to position an intended 
audience in relation to a selected issue.
Outcome2
Analysethe useof argumentandlanguagein persuasivetexts, includingonewritten text (print or digital)andonetext in anothermode(audioand/or audiovisual)
Å An analytical response to argument in written form (40 marks)
Developandpresenta point of view through: A point of vieworalpresentation(20 marks)

NOTE: School-assessedCourseworkfor Unit 4 will contribute25%to the studyscore. Thelevelof achievementfor Units3 and4 isalsoassessedbyan end-of-yearexamination,whichwill contribute50%.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideFood Studies  

Unit 1: Foodorigins
This subject will incur a charge for specific materials & resources.   Clickhere to view the VCE Elective Contribution Charges anda description of items provided.
In this unit studentsfocuson food from historicalandculturalperspectivesandinvestigatethe originsandrolesof food throughtime andacrossthe world. In Areaof Study1 studentsexplorehow humans
havehistoricallysourcedtheir food, examiningthe generalprogressionfrom hunter-gathererto rural-basedagriculture,to ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎurban living and globaltrade in food. Studentsconsiderthe originsand
significanceof food through inquiry into one particular food-producingregion of the world. In Areaof Study2 studentsfocuson Australia. Theylook at Australianindigenousfood prior to European
settlementand how food patternshavechangedsince,particularlythrough the influenceof food production,processingand manufacturingindustriesand immigration. Studentsinvestigatecuisinesthat
are part of !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎculinary identity today and reflect on the concept of an Australiancuisine. Studentsconsiderthe influence of innovations,technologiesand globalisationon food patterns.
Throughoutthisunit they completetopicalandcontemporarypracticalactivitiesto enhance,demonstrateandsharetheir learningwith others.

Areasof Study
1. Foodaroundthe world
In this areaof studystudentsexplorethe originsand cultural rolesof food, from earlycivilisationsthrough to ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎindustrialisedand globalworld. Throughan overviewof the earliestfood production
regionsandsystems,studentsgainan understandingof the natural resources,climaticinfluencesandsocialcircumstancesthat haveled to globalvariety in food commodities,cuisinesandcultures,with a
focus on one selectedregion other than Australia. Throughpractical activities, students explore the use of ingredientsavailabletoday that were used in earlier cultures. Theseactivities provide
opportunitiesfor studentsto extendandsharetheir researchinto theǿƻǊƭŘΩǎearliestfood-producingregions,andto demonstrateandreflect on adaptationsof selectedfood from earliercuisines.
2. Foodin Australia
In this area of study studentsfocuson the history and culture of food in Australia. Theylook at indigenousfood prior to Europeansettlement and the attempts of the first non-indigenoussettlers to
establisha secureand sustainablefood supply. Studentsconsiderthe developmentof food production,processingand manufacturingindustriesand how Australianfood producersand consumerstoday
havebeeninfluencedby immigrationandother cultural factors. Studentsconductresearchinto foodsandfood preparationtechniquesintroducedby immigrantsover time andconsiderthe resurgenceof
interest in indigenousfood practices,while reflectingon whetherAustraliahasdevelopeda distinctivecuisineof its own. Studentsexploretrendsin food practicesandfood subculturesin Australiaandtheir
impact on health. Practicalactivitiesenablestudentsto demonstrate,observeand reflect on the useof ingredientsindigenousto Australia. Theseactivitiesalsoprovide studentswith opportunities to
extendandsharetheir researchinto a selectedcuisinebroughtby migrantsto Australia.

Outcomes Oncompletionof thisunit the studentshouldbeableto:

Å Analysemajor factorsin the developmentof a globalisedfood supply,andthroughpracticalactivitiescritique the usesandadaptationsof selectedfood from earliercuisinesin contemporaryrecipes.
Å Describepatternsof changein!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎfood industriesandcultures,andthroughpracticalactivitiescritique contemporaryusesof foodsindigenousto Australiaandthosefoodsintroducedthrough

migration.
Å Toachievetheseoutcomesthe studentwill drawon keyknowledgeandkeyskillsoutlined in Areaof Study1 and2

Assessment Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor a unit is basedon whether the studenthasdemonstratedthe set of outcomesspecifiedfor the unit. Teachersshouldusea varietyof learning

activitiesandassessmenttasksthat providea rangeof opportunitiesfor studentsto demonstratethe keyknowledgeandkeyskillsin the outcomes. All assessmentsat Units1 and2 areschool-based.
Forthis unit studentsarerequiredto demonstratetwo outcomes. Asa set theseoutcomesencompassthe areasof studyin the unit.
Theassessmenttaskfor Outcome1 is:
Åa rangeof practicalactivities,with recordsthat reflect on two of the practicalactivitiesthat useingredientsfound in earliercultures.
In addition,at leastonetaskfor the assessmentof Outcome1 shouldbe selectedfrom the following:
Åanoralpresentation:face-to-faceor recordedasa video/podcast ωa practicaldemonstration:face-to-faceor recordedasa video/podcast ωa shortwritten report: researchinquiryor historicaltimeline
Theassessmenttaskfor Outcome2 is:
Åa rangeof practicalactivities,with recordsthat reflect on two of the practicalactivitiesthat useingredientsindigenousto Australiaand/or ingredientsintroducedthroughmigration.
In addition,at leastonetaskfor the assessmentof Outcome2 shouldbe selectedfrom the following:
Åanoralpresentation:face-to-faceor recordedasa video/podcast ωa practicaldemonstration: face-to-faceor recordedasa video/podcast ωa shortwritten report: researchinquiryor historicaltimeline
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideFood Studies

Unit 2 : Food makers
This subject will incur a charge for specific materials & resources.   Clickhere to view the VCE Elective Contribution Charges anda description of items provided.
In this unit students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia. Area of Study 1 focuses on commercial food production industries, while Area of Study 2 looks at food production in domestic and 
small-scale settings, as both a comparison and complement to commercial production. Students gain insight into the significance of food industries to the Australian economy and investigate the capacity of 
industry to provide safe, high-quality food that meets the needs of consumers.Students use practical skills and knowledge to produce foods and consider a range of evaluation measures to compare their 
foods to commercial products. They consider the effective provision and preparation of food in the home and analyse the benefits and challenges of developing and using practical food skills in daily life. In 
demonstrating their practical skills, students design new food products and adapt recipes to suit particular needs and circumstances. They consider the possible extension of their role as small-scale food 
producers by exploring potential entrepreneurial opportunities.

Areas of Study
1 !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ
In this area of study students focus on commercial food production in Australia, encompassing components of the food systems that include primary food production, processing and packaging, distribution 
and access through the retail and food service sectors, media and marketing, consumption and waste management.Students explorethe ever-changing and dynamic nature of our food industries and their 
ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜ Ŏǳrrent and future challenges and opportunities, including the importance of food 
citizenship.{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ŦƻƻŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƻd sovereignty. They consider the influences on food industries and, in turn, how 
the food industries influence people. Students investigate new food product development and innovations, and the processes in place to ensure a safe food supply.Through practical activities, students 
create new food products using design briefs, and apply commercial principles such as research, design and innovations, product testing, production, evaluation and marketing.
2 Food in the home
In this area of study students further explore food production, focusing on domestic and small-scale food production. They compare similar food products prepared in different settings and evaluate them 
using a range of measures. They consider the influences on the effective provision and preparation of food in the home.Students learn and apply food science terminology relating to physical and chemical 
changes that occur during food preparation and cooking, and undertake hands-on experimentation to demonstrate techniques and effects. Through practical activities, students design and adapt recipes, 
encompassing a range of dietary requirements commonly encountered by the food service sector and within families. Students propose and test ideas for applying their food skills to entrepreneurial 
projects that potentially may move their products from a domestic or small-scale setting to a commercial context.

Outcomes On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

Å ŀƴŀƭȅǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎΣ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ōǊƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻŘǳcesa food product and demonstrates the application of commercial food 
production principles.

Å use a range of measures to evaluate food products prepared in different settings for a range of dietary requirements and create a food product that illustrates potential adaptation in a commercial 
context.

Å To achieve these outcomes the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1 and 2

Assessment
The award of satisfactory completion for a unit is based on whether the student has demonstrated the set of outcomes specified for the unit. Teachers should use a variety of learning activities and 
assessment tasks that provide a range of opportunities for students to demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills in the outcomes. All assessments at Units 1 and 2 are school-based.
For this unit students are required to demonstrate two outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass the areas of study in the unit.
Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:

The assessment task for Outcome 1 is:
Å design and produce a practical food solution in response to an opportunity or a need in the food industry or school community.
The assessment task for Outcome 2 is:
Å design and produce a practical food solution in response to an opportunity or a need in a domestic or small-scale setting.

VCE 
Introduction

VCE 
General 
Information

VCE 
College Procedures

How to Choose 
Your VCE Studies

Individual VCE
Units summary

VCE Elective
Contribution 
Charges

HOME



w9{t9/¢          ω          w9{L[L9b/9          ω          w9{thb{L.L[L¢¸          ω          Lb¢9DwL¢¸          ω          9XCELLENCEPreviousPage Next Page

VCE  Subject Selection GuideFood Studies

Unit 3 : Food in daily life
This subject will incur a charge for specific materials & resources.   Clickhere to view the VCE Elective Contribution Charges anda description of items provided.
In this unit students investigate the many roles and everyday influences of food. Area of Study 1 explores the science of food: our physical need for it and how it nourishes and sometimes harms our bodies. 
Students investigate the science of food appreciation, the physiology of eating anddigestion, and the role of diet on gut health. They analyse the scientific evidence, including nutritional rationale, behind 
the healthy eating recommendations of the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide to Healthy Eating (see www.eatforhealth.gov.au), and develop their understanding of diverse nutrient 
requirements.Area of Study 2 focuses on influences on food choices: how communities, families and individuals change their eating patterns over time and how our food values and behaviors develop 
within social environments. Students inquire into the role of food in shaping and expressing identity and connectedness, and the ways in which food information can be filtered and manipulated. They 
investigate behavioral principles that assist in the establishment of lifelong, healthy dietary patterns.Practical activities enable students to understand how to plan and prepare food to cater for various 
dietary needs through the production of everyday food that facilitates the establishment of nutritious and sustainable meal patterns.

Areas of Study 
1 The science of food
In this area of study students focus on the science of food, underpinned by practical activities. They investigate the science of food appreciation, physiology of digestion, absorption and utilisation of 
macronutrients: carbohydrates, including dietary fibre, fats and proteins. Students develop their capacity to analyse advice on food choices through investigating food allergies and intolerances, and the 
science behind the nutritional rationale and evidence-based recommendations of the Australian Dietary Guidelines. They apply this knowledge in the exploration of diets, which cater for a diverse range of 
needs, and in the analysis of practical activities. They explain the influence of diet on gut microbiota and how gut health contributes to overall health and wellbeing.
2 Food choices, health and wellbeing
In this area of study students focus on patterns of eating in Australia and the influences on the food we eat. Students look at relationships between social factors and food access and choices, as well as the 
social and emotional roles of food in shaping and expressing identity and how food may link to psychological factors. They inquire into the role of politics and media as influences on the formation of food 
habits, beliefs and food sovereignty. Students investigate the principles of encouraging healthy food patterns in children and undertake practical activities to develop a repertoire of healthy meals suitable 
for children and families.

Outcomes On completion of this unit the student should be able to:

Å explain the processes of eating and digesting food, and the utilisation of macronutrients, and justify the science behind thedevelopment of the Australian Dietary Guidelines, and apply principles of 
nutrition in practical activities to examine specific dietary needs.

Å analyse factors affecting food behaviors of individuals through examining the relationships between food access, values, beliefsand choices, and demonstrate practical skills to evaluate factors affecting 
planning and preparing healthy meals for children and families.

Å to achieve these outcomes the student will draw on key knowledge and key skills outlined in Area of Study 1 and 2

Assessment ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ¦ƴƛǘ о ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ-assessed Coursework. They must be completed mainly in class and within a limited timeframe.

Assessment for Outcome 1a range of practical activities and records of two practical activities related to nutritious foods to examine specific dietary needs
AND Any one or a combination of the following:
ω an annotated visual report ω an oral presentation: face-to-face or recorded as a video or podcast
ω a practical demonstration: face-to-face or recorded as a video or podcast ω a short-written report: media analysis, research inquiry or case study analysis.
Assessment for Outcome 2a range of practical activities and records of two practical activities related to healthy meals for children and families toevaluate factors influencing food choices
AND Any one or a combination of the following:
ω an annotated visual report ω an oral presentation: face-to-face or recorded as a video or podcast
ω a practical demonstration: face-to-face or recorded as a video or podcast ω a short-written report: media analysis, research inquiry or case study analysis.

Contribution to final assessment School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 30 per cent to the study score.

External assessmentThe level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year examination, which will contribute 40 per cent to the study score.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideFood Studies

Unit 4 : Foodissues,challengesand futures
This subject will incur a charge for specific materials & resources.   Clickhere to view the VCE Elective Contribution Charges anda description of items provided.
In this unit studentsexaminedebatesabout!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎfood systemsaspart of the globalfood systemsanddescribekeyissuesrelatingto the challengeof adequatelyfeedinga risingworld population.
In Areaof Study1 studentsfocuson individualresponsesto food informationandmisinformationandthe developmentof food knowledge,skillsandhabitsto empowerconsumersto makediscerningfood
choices. Theyalsoconsiderthe relationshipbetweenfood security,food sovereigntyandfood citizenship. Studentsconsiderhow to assessinformationanddraw evidence-basedconclusions,andapplythis
methodologyto navigatecontemporaryfood fads, trends and diets. Theypractiseand improve their food selectionskillsby interpreting food labelsand analysingthe marketing terms usedon food
packaging. In Areaof Study2 studentsfocuson issuesabout the environment,climate,ecology,ethics,farming practices,includingthe useand managementof water and land, the developmentand
applicationof innovationsand technologies,and the challengesof food security,food sovereignty,food safetyand food wastage. Theyresearcha selectedtopic, seekingclarity on current situationsand
pointsof view,consideringsolutionsandanalysingwork undertakento solveproblemsandsupportsustainablefutures. Thefocusof this unit is on food issues,challengesand futures in Australia. Practical
activitiesprovide studentswith opportunitiesto apply their responsesto environmentaland ethical food issues,reflect on healthy eating recommendationsof the AustralianDietaryGuidelinesand the
AustralianGuideto HealthyEating,andconsiderhow food selectionsandfood choicescanoptimisehumanandplanetaryhealth.

Areasof Study
1 Navigating food information In this area of study students focus on food information and misinformation and the developmentof food knowledge,skills and habits. Studentslearn to assess

informationanddraw evidence-basedconclusionsto navigatecontemporaryfood fads,trendsanddiets. Theyreflect on a selectedfood fad, trend or diet andassessits credibilityandthe reliabilityof
its claims,takinginto considerationthe principlesof evidence-basedresearchandhealthyeatingrecommendationsthat support the AustralianDietaryGuidelinesand the AustralianGuideto Healthy
Eating. Studentspractiseand improve their food selectionskills by interpreting the claimsof food labelsand interrogating the marketing terms on food packaging. Practicalactivities provide
opportunitiesfor studentsto extendtheir understandingsabout food selectionsandrepertoiresthat reflect the healthyeatingrecommendationsof AustralianDietaryGuidelines.

2 EnvironmentandethicsIn this areaof studystudentsaddressdebatesconcerningAustralianandglobalfood systems,relatingto issueson the environment,ethics,innovationsandtechnologies,food
access,food safety,and the useof agriculturalresources. Studentsexplorea rangeof debatesthrough identifying issues,forming an understandingof current situationsand consideringpossible
futures. Theyresearchone selecteddebate in depth, seekingclarity on disparatepoints of view, consideringproposedsolutionsand analysingwork undertakento solveproblemsand support
sustainablefutures. Studentswill considerenvironmentalandethicalissuesrelatingto the selecteddebateandapplytheir responsesin practicalways.

Outcomes Oncompletionof thisunit the studentshouldbeableto:

Å analysefood information by applyingprinciplesof evidence-basedresearchand healthy eating recommendationsto evaluatea selectedfood trend, fad or diet, and claimson food packagingand
advertisements,andundertakepracticalactivitiesthat meet the healthyeatingrecommendationsof the AustralianDietaryGuidelines.

Å critique issuesaffectingfood systemsin terms of ethics,sustainabilityand food sovereignty,and through practicalactivitiesproposefuture solutionsthat reflect sociocultural,sustainableand ethical
food valuesandgoals.

Å Toachievetheseoutcomesthe studentwill drawon keyknowledgeandkeyskillsoutlined in Areaof Study1 and2

AssessmentTheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementin Unit 4 will bedeterminedbySchool-assessedCoursework. Theymustbecompletedmainlyin classandwithin a limited timeframe.

Assessmentfor Outcome1 a rangeof practicalactivitiesandrecordsof two practicalactivitiesrelatedto healthyfood choicesbasedon the recommendationsof the AustralianDietaryGuidelines
AND Anyoneor a combinationof the following:
ω anannotatedvisualreport ω anoralpresentation: face-to-faceor recordedasa videoor podcast
ω a practicaldemonstration: face-to-faceor recordedasa videoor podcast ω a short,written report: mediaanalysisor casestudyanalysis.
Assessmentfor Outcome2 a researchinquiry report that includesa selectedfood-related topic basedon a rangeof practicalactivities,explanationof concernsrelated to ethics,sustainabilityand/or food
sovereignty,analysisof work beingdoneto solveproblemsandsupportsolutions,anda conclusionoutliningmajor findingsandsuggestedsetof practicalguidelinesfor food consumers

Contributionto final assessmentSchool-assessedcourseworkUnit 4 will contribute30%to the studyscore. Thelevelof achievementfor Units3&4 isalsoassessedby anend-of-yearexam.

ExternalassessmentTheexaminationwill contribute40%to the studyscore.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideGeography

Rationale
In VCE Geography students develop a range of skills, many of which employ geospatial and digital technologies. Investigative skiƭƭǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ 
including the collection of primary data through observation, surveys and fieldwork, and the collection of relevant secondarydata and information. Interpretative and analytical skills enable students to 
interpret information presented in a variety of formats including maps, graphs, diagrams and images. These skills encourage students to critically evaluate information for its validity and reliability. 
Presentation and communication skills enable students to communicate their knowledge and understanding in a coherent, creative and effective manner, with the use of appropriate geographic 
terminology. The skills developed in investigation, collection of data, interpretation, analysis and communication of geographic information are enhanced through the use of geospatial technologies, both 
in the classroom and in the field. The geospatial industry is evolving and students with spatial skills continue to be in high demand, with the potential for a variety of career pathways.

Structure Thestudyismadeup of four units: Unit 1: Hazards& disasters Unit 2: Tourism: issuesandchallenges

Unit 3: Changing the Land Unit 4: Human population ςtrends & issues
Each unit deals with specific content and is designed to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes. Each outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and key skills.

Entry There are no prerequisites for entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Students must undertake Unit 3 and Unit 4 as a sequence.Units 1 to 4are designed to a standard equivalent to the final two years of 

secondary education.All VCE studies are benchmarked against comparable national and international curriculum.

Unit 1 : HazardsandDisasters
Thisunit investigateshow peoplehaverespondedto specifictypes of hazardsand disasters. Hazardsrepresentthe potential to causeharm to peopleand or the environment,whereasdisastersare
defined as seriousdisruptionsof the functionality of a communityat any scale,involvinghuman,material, economicor environmentallossesand impacts. Hazardsincludea wide rangeof situations
includingthosewithin localareas,suchasfast-movingtraffic or the likelihoodof coastalerosion,to regionalandglobalhazardssuchasdroughtandinfectiousdisease. Studentsundertakean overviewof
hazardsbefore investigatingtwo contrastingtypesof hazardsandthe responsesto them. Studentsexaminethe processesinvolvedwith hazardsandhazardevents,consideringtheir causesand impacts,
humanresponsesto hazardeventsandthe interconnectionsbetweenhumanactivitiesandnaturalphenomena,includingthe impactof climatechange.
Typesof hazardsarecommonlyclassifiedby their causes:
Å geological(or geophysical)hazardsincludevolcanicactivity,erosion,earthquakes,tsunamis,landslidesandavalanches
Å hydro-meteorological(weather,climate,water)hazardsincludedroughts,floods,storms,storm surgesandbushfires
Å biologicalhazardsincludeinfectiousdiseasessuchasHIV/AIDS& malaria,animaltransmitteddiseases,water bornediseases,plantandanimalinvasionsuchasblackberriesandcanetoadsin Australia
Å technologicalhazardsare human inducedand exacerbatedhazardsincludingoil spills,air pollution, radiation leaks,flooding primarily causedby land clearances,epidemicscausedby poor living

conditionsandhazardscausedby current climatechangesuchasrisingsealevelsor increasedintensificationof weatherevents.
There may be considerableinterconnection between the causesand types of hazards. For example, a region may be at risk from a number of hazards: high seasonalrainfall may result
in a primaryflood hazardwhichmayin turn generatea secondaryhazardof landslides. Studentsundertakefieldworkandproducea fieldworkreport.

Unit 2 : Tourism: issuesandchallenges
In this unit studentsinvestigatethe characteristicsof tourism: where it hasdeveloped,its variousforms,how it haschangedandcontinuesto changeand its impacton people,placesandenvironments,
issuesandchallengesof ethicaltourism. Studentsselectcontrastingexamplesof tourism from within Australiaandelsewherein the world to support their investigations. Tourisminvolvesthe movement
of peopletravellingawayfrom andstayingoutsideof their usualenvironmentfor more than 24 hoursbut not more than oneconsecutiveyear(UnitedNationsWorld TourismOrganizationdefinition). The
scaleof tourist movementssincethe 1950s and its predictedgrowth hashadand continuesto havea significantimpacton local,regionalandnationalenvironments,economiesand cultures. Thetravel
andtourismindustryisdirectlyresponsiblefor a significantnumberof jobsgloballyandgeneratesa considerableportion of globalGDP.
Thestudyof tourism at local,regionalandglobalscalesemphasisesthe interconnectionwithin andbetweenplacesaswell asthe impacts,issuesandchallengesthat arisefrom variousformsof tourism.
Forexample,the interconnectionsof climate,landforms,cultureandclimatechangehelpdeterminethe characteristicsof a placethat canproveattractiveto tourists. Thereisan interconnectionbetween
placestourists originate from and their destinationsthrough the developmentof communicationand transport infrastructure,employment,and cultural preservationand acculturation. Thegrowth of
tourismat all scalesrequiresappropriatemanagementto ensureit isenvironmentally,socially,culturallyandeconomicallysustainable.
Studentsundertakefieldworkandproducea fieldwork report.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideGeography

Unit 3 : Changingthe Land
Thisunit focuseson two investigationsof geographicalchange: changeto landcoverandchangeto landuse. Landcoverincludesbiomessuchasforest,grassland,tundra,barelandsandwetlands,aswell
as land coveredby ice and water. Landcover is the natural state of the biophysicalenvironmentdevelopedover time asa result of the interconnectionbetweenclimate,soils,landformsand flora and
faunaand,increasingly,interconnectionswith humanactivity. Naturallandcoverisalteredby manyprocessessuchasgeomorphologicalevents,plant successionandclimatechange.
Studentsinvestigatetwo majorprocessesthat arechanginglandcoverin manyregionsof the world: meltingglaciersandicesheets,anddeforestation.
Theyinvestigatethe distribution and causesof the two processes. Theyselectone locationfor eachof the processesto developa greaterunderstandingof the changesto land coverproducedby these
processes,the impactsof thesechangesandresponsesto thesechangesat different scales.
Peoplehavemodified landcoverto producea rangeof landusesto satisfyneedssuchashousing,resourceprovision,communicationandrecreation. Landusechangeisa characteristicof both urbanand
rural environmentsandoccursat both spatialand temporal scales. At a localscale,studentsinvestigateland usechangeusingappropriatefieldwork techniquesand secondarysources. Theyinvestigate
the processesof change,the reasonsfor changeandthe impactsof change. Studentsundertakefieldwork andproducea fieldwork report usingthe structureprovided. Theydevelopa researchquestion
andhypothesisanduseboth primaryandsecondarysourcesto collectdata. Fieldworktechniquesincludinggeospatialtechnologiesareemployedto collectandpresentdata.

Unit 4 : Humanpopulation: trends and issues
Studentsinvestigatethe geographyof human populations. They explore the patterns of population change,movement and distribution, and how governments,organisationsand individualshave
respondedto thosechangesin different partsof the world.
Studentsstudypopulationdynamicsbeforeundertakingan investigationinto two significantpopulationtrendsarisingin different partsof the world. Theyexaminethe dynamicsof populationsand their
environmental,economic,social,andcultural impactson peopleandplaces.
Thegrowth of theǿƻǊƭŘΩǎpopulationfrom 2.5 billion in 1950to over7 billion since2010hasbeenon a scalewithout parallelin humanhistory. Much of the current growth is occurringwithin developing
countrieswhile the populationsin manydevelopedcountriesareeither growingslowlyor aredeclining.
Populationschangethrough growth and decline in fertility and mortality, and by people moving to different places. The DemographicTransitionModel and population structure diagramsprovide
frameworksfor investigatingthe keydynamicsof population.
Populationmovementssuchasvoluntaryandforcedmovementsover longor short termsaddfurther complexityto populationstructuresandto environmental,economic,social,andculturalconditions.
Manyfactorsinfluencepopulationchange,includingthe impactof governmentpolicies,economicconditions,warsandrevolution,politicalboundarychangesandhazardevents.
Studentsinvestigatethe interconnectionsbetweenthe reasonsfor populationchange. Theyevaluatestrategiesdevelopedin responseto populationissuesand challenges,in both a growingpopulation
trend of onecountryandanageingpopulationtrend of anothercountry,in different partsof the world.

AssessmentSatisfactoryCompletion

The award of satisfactorycompletion for a unit is basedon the ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎdecisionthat the student has demonstratedachievementof the set of outcomesspecifiedfor the unit. Demonstrationof
achievementof outcomesandsatisfactorycompletionof a unit aredeterminedby evidencegainedthroughthe assessmentof a rangeof learningactivitiesandtasks.

Levelsof Achievement
Units1 and2 Proceduresfor the assessmentof levelsof achievementin Units1 and2 area matter for schooldecision.
Units3 and4 TheVCAAspecifiesthe assessmentproceduresfor studentsundertakingscoredassessmentin Units 3 and 4. In VCEGeographyǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩlevel of achievementwill be determinedby

School-assessedCoursework(SACs)asspecifiedin the VCEstudydesignandexternalassessment.
Percentagecontributionsto the studyscorein VCEGeographyareasfollows:
ωUnit 3 School-assessedCoursework: 25% ωUnit 4 School-assessedCoursework: 25% ωEnd-of-yearexamination: 50%

Other Information
Units1, 2 and 3 of VCEGeographyrequire fieldwork outsideof the immediateschoolenvironment. Thesetrips are compulsoryand contribute towardsthe assessmentfor eachunit. Theseactivitieswill
attract a chargeto coverstaffing,transportandvenueentry asnecessary.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideHealth & Human Development

Unit 1 : Understanding Health and wellbeing
Focus of the Unit
This area of study takes a broad, multidimensional approach to health and wellbeing. Such an approach acknowledges that definingand measuring these concepts is complicated by a diversity of social and 
cultural contexts.Students consider the influence of age, culture, religion, gender and socioeconomic status on perceptions of and priorities relating to health and wellbeing. They look at measurable 
indicators of population health, and at data reflecting the health status of Australians.With a focus on youth, students enquire into reasons for variations and inequalities in health status, including 
sociocultural factors that contribute to variations in health behaviours.

Areasof Study Areaof Study1 Healthperspectivesandinfluences Areaof Study2 HealthandNutrition Areaof Study3 Youthhealthandwellbeing

Outcomes Oncompletionof thisunit the studentshouldbeableto :

1. Explainmultiple dimensionsof healthandwellbeing,explainindicatorsusedto measurehealthstatusandanalysefactorsthat contributeto variationsin healthstatusof youth.
2. Applynutrition knowledgeandtools to the selectionof food andthe evaluationof nutrition information.
3. Interpret datato identify keyareasfor improvingyouth healthandwellbeing,andplanfor actionby analysingoneparticularareain detail.

Assessments
For this unit students are required to demonstrate three outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass the areas of study in the unit. Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the 
following: ω a short written report, such as a media analysis, a research inquiry, a blog or a case study analysis ω oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast

ω a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an annotated poster, a digital presentationω structured questions, including data analysis.

Unit 2 : ManagingHealthandDevelopment
Focusof the Unit
Thisunit investigatestransitionsin healthandwellbeing,anddevelopment,from lifespanandsocietalperspectives. Studentslook at changesandexpectationsthat arepart of the progressionfrom youth
to adulthood. Thisunit promotesthe applicationof health literacyskillsthroughanexaminationof adulthoodasa time of increasingindependenceandresponsibility,involvingthe establishmentof long-
term relationships,possibleconsiderationsof parenthoodandmanagementof health-relatedmilestonesandchanges. Studentsenquireinto the Australianhealthcaresystemandextendtheir capacityto
accessand analysehealth information. Theyinvestigatethe challengesand opportunitiespresentedby digital mediaand health technologies,andconsiderissuessurroundingthe useof health data and
accessto qualityhealthcare.

Areasof Study Areaof Study1 Developmentaltransitions Areaof Study2 Healthcarein Australia

Outcomes Oncompletionof thisunit the studentshouldbeableto :

1. Explaindevelopmentalchangesin the transitionfrom youth to adulthood,analysefactorsthat contribute to healthydevelopmentduringprenatalandearlychildhoodstagesof the lifespanandexplain
healthandwellbeingasanintergenerationalconcept.

2. Describehow to access!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎhealth system,explainhow it promoteshealth andwellbeingin their localcommunity,and analysea rangeof issuesassociatedwith the useof new and emerging
healthproceduresandtechnologies.

Assessment
For this unit students are required to demonstrate two outcomes. As a set these outcomes encompass the areas of study in the unit. Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the 
following:
Å a short written report, such as a media analysis, a research inquiry, a blog or a case study analysis
Å oral presentation, such as a debate or a podcast
Å a visual presentation such as a graphic organiser, a concept/mind map, an annotated poster, a digital presentation
Å structured questions, including data analysis
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideHealth & Human Development

Unit 3 :!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎHealthin a GlobalisedWorld
Thisunit looksat health,wellbeingand illnessasmultidimensional,dynamicandsubjectto different interpretationsandcontexts. Studentsbeginto explorehealthandwellbeingasa globalconceptand
to take a broaderapproachto inquiry. Asthey considerthe benefitsof optimal health and wellbeingand its importanceasan individualand a collectiveresource,their thinking extendsto health asa
universalright. Studentslookat the fundamentalconditionsrequiredfor health improvement,asstatedby the World HealthOrganization(WHO). Theyusethis knowledgeasbackgroundto their analysis
and evaluationof variationsin the health statusof Australians. Areaof Study2 focuseson health promotion and improvementsin populationhealth over time. Studentslook at variouspublic health
approachesandthe interdependenceof different modelsasthey researchhealth improvementsandevaluatesuccessfulprograms. While the emphasisis on the Australianhealthsystem,the progression
of changein publichealthapproachesshouldbeseenwithin a globalcontext.

Areasof Study Areaof Study1 Understandinghealthandwellbeing Areaof Study2 Promotinghealthandwellbeing

OutcomesOncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbeableto:

1. Explainthe complex,dynamicandglobalnatureof healthandwellbeing,interpret andapply!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎhealthstatusdataandanalysevariationsin healthstatus.
2. Explainchangesto publichealthapproaches,analyseimprovementsin populationhealthover time andevaluatehealthpromotionstrategies.

Assessment
Assessmentwill bedeterminedby schoolassessedcourseworkandanendof yearexamination. Schoolassessedcoursework25% Endof yearexam50%
Schoolassessedcourseworkwill bemarkedby the teacherin accordancewith guidelinessetdownby the Boardof Studies.
Schoolassessedcourseworkwill bea normalpart of the teachingprogramandnot anaddedworkload. TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon eachoutcomeisassessedusingoneor moreof the following:
ωa shortwritten report, suchasa mediaanalysis,a researchinquiry,a blogor a casestudyanalysis ωoralpresentation,suchasa debateor a podcast
ωa visualpresentationsuchasa graphicorganiser,a concept/mindmap,anannotatedposter,a digitalpresentation ωstructuredquestions,includingdataanalysis

Unit 4 : HealthandHumanDevelopmentin a GlobalContext
Focusof the Unit
Thisunit examineshealth and wellbeing,and humandevelopmentin a globalcontext. Studentsusedata to investigatehealth statusand burdenof diseasein different countries,exploringfactorsthat
contribute to health inequalitiesbetweenandwithin countries,includingthe physical,socialandeconomicconditionsin whichpeoplelive. Studentsbuild their understandingof health in a globalcontext
through examiningchangesin burdenof diseaseover time and studyingthe key conceptsof sustainabilityand humandevelopment. Theyconsiderthe health implicationsof increasedglobalisationand
worldwide trends relating to climate change,digital technologies,world trade and the massmovementof people. Areaof Study2 looksat globalaction to improve health and wellbeingand human
development,focusingon the UnitedbŀǘƛƻƴǎΩό¦bΩǎύSustainableDevelopmentGoals(SDGs)and the work of the World HealthOrganization(WHO). Studentsalsoinvestigatethe role of non-government
organisationsand!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎoverseasaidprogram. Studentsevaluatethe effectivenessof healthinitiativesandprogramsin a globalcontextandreflect on their capacityto takeaction.

Areasof Study Areaof Study1 Healthandwellbeingin a globalcontext Areaof Study2 Healthandthe SustainableDevelopmentGoals

OutcomesOncompletionof this unit the studentshouldbeableto :

1. Analysesimilaritiesanddifferencesin healthstatusandburdenof diseasegloballyandthe factorsthat contributeto differencesin healthandwellbeing.
2. Analyserelationshipsbetweenthe SDGsandtheir role in the promotionof healthandhumandevelopment,andevaluatethe effectivenessof globalaidprograms.

Assessment
Thestudentslevelof achievementin Unit 4 will bedeterminedby schoolassessedcourseworkandanendof yearexamination. Schoolassessedcoursework25% Endof yearexam50%
Schoolassessedcourseworkwill bemarkedby the teacherin accordancewith guidelinessetdownby the Boardof Studies. It will bea normalpart of the teachingprogramandnot anaddedworkload.
TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎperformanceon eachoutcomeisassessedusingoneor moreof the following:
ωa shortwritten report, suchasa mediaanalysis,a researchinquiry,a blogor a casestudyanalysis ωoralpresentation,suchasa debateor a podcast
ωa visualpresentationsuchasa graphicorganiser,a concept/mindmap,anannotatedposter,a digitalpresentation ωstructuredquestions,includingdataanalysis

VCE 
Introduction

VCE 
General 
Information

VCE 
College Procedures

How to Choose 
Your VCE Studies

Individual VCE
Units summary

VCE Elective
Contribution 
Charges

HOME



w9{t9/¢          ω          w9{L[L9b/9          ω          w9{thb{L.L[L¢¸          ω          Lb¢9DwL¢¸          ω          9XCELLENCEPreviousPage Next Page

VCE  Subject Selection GuideHistory

Rationale
The study of VCE History assists students to understand themselves, others, and the contemporary world, and broadens their perspective by examining events, ideas, individuals, groups and movements. 
Students of VCE History develop social, political, economic and cultural understandings of the conditions and features which have helped shape the present. They also explore continuity and change: the 
world is not as it has always been, and it will be subject to change in the future. In this sense, history is relevant to contemporary issues. It fosters an understanding of human agency and informs decision 
making in the present.The study of VCE History fosters the ability to ask searching questions, to engage in independent research and to construct arguments about the past based on evidence from 
historical sources. Historical comprehension enables a source to be understood in relation to its context; that is, students make links between the historical source and the world context in which it was 
produced.We can never know the whole past. Historical knowledge rests on the interpretation of historical sources that are usedas evidence. Furthermore, judgments about historical significance made 
by historians are central to the discipline. Historians do not always agree about the meaning of the past; historical interpretations are often subject to academic and popular debate. Therefore, history is 
contested, and students develop an ability to work within this contested space to form their own opinions and to defend them using evidence. The study of VCE History equips students to enhance their 
critical thinking, take an informed position on how the past informs the present and future, and contributes to them becominginformed and engaged citizens.

Structure
Therearea numberof units that canbe completedto meet the aimsof VCEHistory. Theunitsofferedat HighvaleSecondaryCollegeare:
Unit 1: ModernHistory: Changeandconflict Unit 2: ModernHistory: Thechangingworld order Units3 & 4: Revolutions

Entry
Thereare no prerequisitesfor entry to Units1, 2 and 3. Studentsmust undertakeUnit 3 and Unit 4 asa sequence. Units1 to 4 are designedto a standardequivalentto the final two yearsof secondary
education. All VCEstudiesarebenchmarkedagainstcomparablenationalandinternationalcurriculum.

Unit 1 : Changeandconflict
In this unit studentsinvestigatethe nature of social,political,economicand cultural changein the later part of the 19th centuryand the first half of the 20th century. Modern Historyprovidesstudents
with an opportunity to explorethe significantevents,ideas,individualsand movementsthat shapedthe social,political, economicand technologicalconditionsand developmentsthat havedefined the
modernworld.

Thelate 19th centurymarkeda challengeto existingempires,alongsidegrowingmilitarismand imperialism. Empirescontinuedto exert their powersasthey competedfor new territories, resourcesand
labouracrossAsia-Pacific,Africaand the Americas,contributingto tremendouschange. Thisincreasinglybrought theseworld powersinto contactand conflict. Italianunificationand Germanunification
changedthe balanceof power in Europe,the USAemergedfrom a bitter civil war andthe Meiji Restorationbroughtpolitical revolutionto Japan. Meanwhile,Chinaunderthe Qingstruggledto survivedue
to foreign imperialism. Modernisationand industrialisationalsochallengedand changedthe existingpolitical, socialand economicauthority of empiresand states. Duringthis time the everydaylivesof
peoplesignificantlychanged.

World War Onewasa significantturning point in modernhistory. It representeda completedeparturefrom the pastandheraldedchangesthat were to havesignificantconsequencesfor the rest of the
twentieth century. Thepost-war treatiesusheredin a period where the world was,to a largedegree,reshapedwith new borders,movements,ideologiesandpower structuresand led to the creationof
manynew nation states. Thesechangeshad manyunintendedconsequencesthat would lay the foundationsfor future conflict and instability in Europe,the Americas,Asia,Africaand the Middle East.
Economicinstabilitycausedby the GreatDepressioncontributedto greatsocialhardshipaswell asto the developmentof new politicalmovements.

Theperiod after World War One,in the contrastingdecadesof the 1920s and 1930s, wascharacterisedby significantsocial,political,economic,cultural and technologicalchange. In 1920the Leagueof
Nationswasestablished,but despiteits idealsaboutfuture peace,subsequenteventsandcompetingideologieswouldcontributeto the world beingovertakenby war in 1939.

New fascistgovernmentsused the military, educationand propagandato imposecontrols on the way people lived, to excludeparticular groupsof people and to silencecriticism. In Germany,the
persecutionof the Jewishpeopleand other minorities intensified,resulting,duringWorld War Two, in the Holocaust. In the Unionof SovietSocialistRepublics(USSR),millionsof peoplewere forced to
work in state-owned factories and farms and had limited personalfreedom. Japanbecameincreasinglymilitarised and anti-Western. Turkeyemergedout of the ruins of the Ottoman Empireand
embarkedon reforms to establisha seculardemocracy. In the United Statesof America(USA),foreign policy was shapedby isolationism,and the consumerismand material progressof the Roaring
Twentieswastemperedby the GreatDepressionin 1929. Writers,artists,musicians,choreographersandfilmmakersreflected,promotedor resistedpolitical,economicandsocialchanges.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideHistory

Unit 2 : Thechangingworld order
In this unit studentsinvestigatethe nature and impact of the ColdWar and challengesand changesto social,political and economicstructuresand systemsof power in the secondhalf of the twentieth
century and the first decadeof the twenty-first century. Theestablishmentof the United Nations(UN) in 1945was intended to take an internationalistapproachto avoidingwarfare, resolvingpolitical
tensionsand addressingthreats to human life and safety. TheUniversalDeclarationof HumanRightsadopted in 1948 was the first globalexpressionof humanrights. However,despite internationalist
moves,the secondhalf of the twentieth centurywasdominatedby the ColdWar,competingideologiesof democracyandcommunismandproxywars. By1989the USSRbeganto collapse. Beginningwith
Poland,EasternEuropeancommunistdictatorshipsfell oneby one. Thefall of the BerlinWallwasa significantturningpoint in modernhistory. Theperiodalsosawcontinuitiesin andchallengesandchanges
to the establishedsocial,political and economicorder in manycountries. Thecontinuationof movestowardsdecolonisationled to independencemovementsin former coloniesin Africa,the Middle East,
Asiaand the Pacific. New countries were created and independencewas achievedthrough both military and diplomatic means. Ethnic and sectarianconflicts also continued and terrorism became
increasinglyglobal. The secondhalf of the twentieth century also saw the rise of socialmovementsthat challengedexistingvaluesand traditions, such as the civil rights movement, feminism and
environmentalmovements,aswell asnew politicalpartnerships,suchasthe UN,EuropeanUnion,APEC,OPEC,ASEANandthe BritishCommonwealthof Nations. Thebeginningof the twenty-first century
heraldedboth a changingworld order andfurther advancementsin technologyandsocialmobility on a globalscale. However,terrorismremaineda major threat, influencingpolitics,socialdynamicsandthe
migrationof peopleacrossthe world. Theattackon the World TradeCentreon 11 September,2001wasa significantturning point for what becameknownasthe war on globalterror andshapedthe first
decadeof the twenty-first century, includingthe wars in Afghanistanand Iraq. TheGlobalFinancialCrisischallengedand contributed to somechangein the social,political and economicfeaturesand
structures; however, many continuities remained. Technologyalso played a key role in shapingsocialand political changein different contexts. The internet significantlychangedeverydaylife and
revolutionisedcommunicationandthe sharingof informationandideas,someof whichchallengedauthority,mostnotablythe ArabSpring.

Units3 & 4 : Revolutions
In Units3 and4 Revolutionsstudentsinvestigatethe significanthistoricalcausesandconsequencesof political revolution. Revolutionsrepresentgreat rupturesin time andare a major turning point in the
collapseand destructionof an existingpolitical order which resultsin extensivechangeto society. Revolutionsare causedby the interplay of events,ideas,individualsand popularmovements,and the
interplaybetweenthe political, social,cultural,economicand environmentalconditions. Theirconsequenceshavea profound effect on the political and socialstructuresof the post-revolutionarysociety.
Revolutionis a dramaticallyacceleratedprocesswherebythe new regimeattempts to createpolitical,social,culturalandeconomicchangeandtransformationbasedon theǊŜƎƛƳŜΩǎideology. Changein a
post-revolutionarysocietyis not guaranteedor inevitableand continuitiescanremain from the pre-revolutionarysociety. Theimplementationof revolutionaryideologywasoften challengedinternallyby
civil war andexternallyby foreignthreats. Thesechallengescanresult in a compromiseof revolutionaryidealsandextrememeasuresof violence,oppressionandterror. In theseunitsstudentsconstructan
argumentabout the pastusinghistoricalsources(primarysourcesandhistoricalinterpretations)asevidenceto analysethe complexityandmultiplicity of the causesandconsequencesof revolution,andto
evaluatethe extent to whichthe revolutionbroughtchangeto the livesof people. Studentsanalysethe different perspectivesandexperiencesof peoplewho livedthroughdramaticrevolutionarymoments,
andhow societychangedand/or remainedthe same. Studentsusehistoricalinterpretationsto evaluatethe causesandconsequencesof revolutionandthe extent of changeinstigatedby the new regime.
In developinga course,teachersselecttwo revolutionsto be studied,one for Unit 3 and one for Unit 4 from the list below. Therevolution selectedin Unit 3, Areaof Study1, must be selectedfor Unit 3,
Areaof Study2. Therevolutionselectedin Unit 4, Areaof Study1, mustbeselectedfor Unit 4, Areaof Study2.
ωTheAmericanRevolution ωTheFrenchRevolution ωTheRussianRevolution ωTheChineseRevolution.

Assessment SatisfactoryCompletion

The award of satisfactorycompletion for a unit is basedon the ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎdecisionthat the student has demonstratedachievementof the set of outcomesspecifiedfor the unit. Demonstrationof
achievementof outcomesandsatisfactorycompletionof a unit aredeterminedby evidencegainedthroughthe assessmentof a rangeof learningactivitiesandtasks.

Levelsof Achievement
Units1 and2 Proceduresfor the assessmentof levelsof achievementin Units1 and2 area matter for schooldecision.
Units 3 and 4 TheVCAAspecifiesthe assessmentproceduresfor studentsundertakingscoredassessmentin Units 3 and 4. In VCEHistoryǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩlevel of achievementwill be determinedby School-

assessedCoursework(SAC)asspecifiedin the VCEstudydesign,andexternalassessment. Percentagecontributionsto the studyscorein VCEHistoryareasfollows:
ωUnit 3 School-assessedCoursework: 25% ωUnit 4 School-assessedCoursework: 25% ωEnd-of-yearexamination: 50%

Other InformationThere are sometimes excursions for individual units. They are usually compulsory and will attract a charge to cover staffing,transport, venue entry as necessary.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideLanguages
Threelanguagesare availableto studentsat Highvale; theseare Frenchand German[& Mandarin(secondlanguage)from 2025]. Languagesenablestudentsto extendand gainconfidencein literacyskills
suchasreadingand writing, aswell asthe oral and auralskillsof speakingand listening. Knowledgeof French,German& Chinesecanoften be an advantagein the workforceor when completingtertiary
studies. Successin languagestudiesisseenasa greatpredictorof successat tertiary level. Rawscoresfor languagesaresignificantlyscaledup for the ATARscore.

Areas of Study
Themesandtopicsareprescribedandcreatea frameworkof content for the activitiesandtasksthat studentsundertakefor the areasof studyin eachunit. Languagecontentsuitedto the levelandscopeof
the themesand topics is alsospecifiedand includesgrammar,text typesand writing stylesthat studentsare expectedto be familiar with by the end of Unit 4. Thereis no prescribedorder in which this
learningshouldoccur.

Communicatingandunderstandinglanguagesandcultures
VCElanguagestudyisunderpinnedby the conceptsof communicatingandunderstandinglanguagesandcultures. Thereare five macroskillsthat inform all languageuse: listening,speaking,reading,writing
and viewing. Connections,comparisonsandcommunitiesprovidethe context for learningeachspecificlanguagewhile the interpersonal,interpretive and presentationalcontextsdefine the waysin which
studentsusethe languagethey arestudying. Theintegrationof thesecontextsthroughthe teachingandlearningprogramenablesstudentsto developtheir understandingandskillsin the language.

Communicating
VCELanguagesrequirescommunicationin the languagein a varietyof situationsandfor multiple purposes. Thesepurposesincludesocialising,exchanginginformation,creatingtexts, interpreting from one
languageto anotherandreflectingon languageexperiencesto improvecommunicationin the future.
Areaof Study1: InterpersonalcommunicationInterpersonalcommunicationrequiresinteractionwith other speakersof the languagein oral or written form. Information is exchangedin a mannerthat is
accessibleto others,offerscoherentviewsandstimulatesreasonedresponsesin the languagein a rangeof contexts. Interactionswill relate to the themesand topicsselectedfor the unit andmayinclude
text typessuchasa conversation,emailexchange,letter, participationin a debate,telephonecall,text messageor discussion.
Areaof Study2: Interpretive communicationInterpretivecommunicationrequiresthe location,interpretation andanalysisof information obtainedin the language. Thecontent is drawn from the themes
andtopicsselectedfor the unit andincludeslisteningandreadingtextsandmayincludevisualmaterialsthat reflect someaspectof languageor culture.
Areaof Study3: PresentationalcommunicationContentrelatedto the themesandtopicsselectedfor the unit is presentedto a specifiedaudiencein oral or written form in the language,andmayinclude
visual,movementor musicalelements. In Units1 and 2, the presentationfocusis on introducingcultural aspectsassociatedwith language-speakingcommunitiesto a specificaudience,through narration,
recountingand explainingin an informativeand engagingway. In Units 3 and 4, the focusis on integratingconcepts,information and ideasfrom a rangeof sources,and presentingthem to persuadean
audience,to reflect andexpressideas,explaina point of viewor evaluateinformation.

Understandinglanguagesand cultures Understandinglanguagesand cultures requiresan investigationof the roles of languageand culture in shapingmeaningand reflection on the

practices,culturalproductsandperspectivesof the culturesof language-speakingcommunities.

ConnectionsThestudyof any languageprovidesaccessto additionalinformation on new and familiar topics,includingthoseof immediateinterest and relevanceto students. Within the themesand

topicsselectedfor eachunit, studentsare encouragedto draw on perspectivesand waysof thinking and actingin the world which complementwhat they havelearnedin their own languagefrom other
disciplines,researchor informal sources. Intercultural awarenessrequiresstudentsto reflect on the waysthat culture influenceshow languageis usedand received. Studentsconsiderthe processof
learninganotherlanguage,investigatinganothercultureor participatingasa globalcitizenin areassuchastravel, tourism,work, economicactivityor research.

ComparisonsComparisonsare undertakenbetweenthe languageandother languages,includingEnglish,to reflect on the dynamicnature of language,the notion of languageasa system,limitations

on equivalencebetweenlanguagesand the interplaybetweenlanguage,culture and the individual. Languageis usedto reflect on andexplainthe similaritiesand differencesbetweenthe culturesstudied
andtheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎown culture/s.

CommunitiesWithin the themesand topicsselectedfor eachunit, studentsinvestigatea variety of cultural productsand practicesand their useor role in language-speakingcommunities. Cultural

productsor practicescanbe drawn from a diverserangeof texts,activitiesand creations. Thesemay includethe following: stories,poems,plays,novels,songs,films, photographs,artworks,architecture,
technology,food, clothing,sportsandfestivals. Studentsidentify aspectsof culturalproductsor practicesthat originatein or are influencedby the languageandculturesof language-speakingcommunities
in their own lives.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideLanguages

Unit 1 : LANGUAGES ςFrench, German, (Mandarin 2025)
Outcomes
For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three Areas of Study. Each Area of Study in theunit must focus on a different subtopic.

On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 1.  Exchange meaning in a spoken interaction.
2.  Interpret information from two texts on the same subtopic presented in the language and respond in writing in the language and in English.
3.  Present information, concepts and ideas in writing in the language on the selected subtopic and for a specific audience and purpose.

Assessment(3 tasks) Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:

Area of Study 1: Interpersonal CommunicationOutcome 1
ω tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻǊ ǊƻƭŜ-play or ω DƛǾŜ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǎǳōǘƻǇƛŎΣ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘanswering questions.

Area of Study 2: Interpretive Communication Outcome 2
ω ²ǊƛǘŜ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛǾŜ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ŦƛƭƳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ƻǊω [ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜw a map to write directions or
ω wŜŀŘ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ

Area of Study 3: Presentational CommunicationOutcome 3
ω /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΤ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ tƘƻǘƻStory or PowerPoint or
ω ²ǊƛǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ

Unit 2 : LANGUAGES ςFrench, German, (Mandarin 2025)
Outcomes
For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three Areas of Study. Each Area of Study in theunit must focus on a different subtopic.

On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 1. Respond in writing in the language to spoken, written or visual texts presented in the language.
2. Analyse and use information from written, spoken or visual texts to produce an extended written response in the language.
3. Explain information, ideas and concepts orally in the language to a specific audience about an aspect of culture within communities where 

the language is spoken.

Assessment(3 tasks) Suitable tasks for assessment in this unit may be selected from the following:

Area of Study 1: Interpersonal CommunicationOutcome 1
ω ²ǊƛǘŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƻǊ
ω ²ǊƛǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ōƭƻƎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘŜȄǘǎ ƻǊ
ω wŜǎǇƻƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŀŘƛƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭΦ

Area of Study 2: Interpretive Communication Outcome 2
ω 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƻǊ
ω ²ǊƛǘŜ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ-speaking people in Australia and elsewhere to traditional customs or
ω 9ǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎ-term impact of social media on society.

Area of Study 3: Presentational CommunicationOutcome 3
ω bŀǊǊŀǘŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻǊ
ω ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƻǊ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǊ
ω tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ƻǊ ŀ tƻǿŜǊtƻƛƴǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideLanguages

Unit 3 : LANGUAGES ςFrench, German, (Mandarin 2026)
Outcomes
For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three Areas of Study, through the study of three or more subtopics from the prescribed themes and topics. Each area of study must 
cover a different subtopic.

On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 1. Participate in a spoken exchange in the language to resolve a personal issue.
2. Interpret information from texts and write responses in the language
3. Express ideas in a personal, informative or imaginative piece of writing in the language.

Assessment(3 tasks)

Area of Study 1: Interpersonal CommunicationOutcome 1 A three to four-minute role-play, focusing on the resolution of an issue.
Area of Study 2: Interpretive Communication Outcome 2 A response to specific questions, messages or instructions, extracting or using the information requested
Area of Study 3: Presentational CommunicationOutcome 3 A 250-word personal or imaginative written piece.

Allocated Marks Outcome 1 - 20 marks Outcome 2 - 15 marks Outcome 3 - 15 marks 50 marks total

The student's level of achievement for Unit 3 will be determined by school-assessed coursework and two end-of-year examinations.School-assessed coursework for Unit 3 contributes 25% to the final 
study score.

Unit 4 : LANGUAGES ςFrench, German, (Mandarin 2026)
Outcomes
For this unit students are required to demonstrate achievement of three Areas of Study, from two or more prescribed subtopics. Area of Study 1 and Area of Study 2 may focus on the same subtopic. 
However, Area of Study 3 shouldcover a different subtopic to the subtopic/s chosen for Areas of Study 1 and 2.

On completion of this unit the student should be able to: 1. Share information, ideas and opinions in a spoken exchange in the language.
2. Analyse information from written, spoken and viewed texts for use in a written response in the language.
3. Present information, concepts and ideas in evaluative or persuasive writing on an issue in the language.

Assessment(3 tasks)

Area of Study 1: Interpersonal CommunicationOutcome 1 A three- to four-minute interview providing information and responding to questions about a cultural product or practice.
Area of Study 2: Interpretive Communication Outcome 2 An approximately 250-word written response for a specific audience and purpose, incorporating information from three or more texts.
Area of Study 3: Presentational CommunicationOutcome 3 An approximately 300-word evaluative or persuasive piece of writing.

Allocated Marks Outcome 1 - 20 marks Outcome 2 - 15 marks Outcome 3 - 15 marks 50 marks total

The student's level of achievement for Unit 4 will be determined by school-assessed coursework and two end-of-year examinations.School-assessed coursework for Unit 4 contributes 25% to the final 
assessment

End of Year Examinations 1. Oral Examination - approximately 15 minutes 2. Written Examination - 2 hours with 15 minutes reading time

Note: Students who would like to study a language not offered at the College can study via the Victorian School of Languages (VSL) online or at the Saturday morning school.A language study via the above 
means is counted as one of your VCE subjects and, where possible, you may receive some help and support from a teacher at this College. Interested students should see the LANGUAGES coordinator.
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VCE  Subject Selection GuideLegal Studies

Rationale
In contemporaryAustraliansocietythere are a rangeof lawsexistingto both protect the rights of individualsand to achievesocialcohesion. Theselawsare madeby bodiessuchasparliamentand the
courtsandareupheldby a numberof institutionsandprocesseswithin the legalsystem. Membersof a democraticsocietyinteract with lawsandthe legalsystemthrough manyaspectsof their livesand
canalsoinfluencelawmakers.
Thestudyof VCELegalStudiesenablesstudentsto becomeactiveandinformedcitizensby providingvaluableinsightinto their relationshipwith the law andthe legalsystem. Studentsdevelopknowledge
andskillsto enhancetheir confidenceandability to accessandparticipatein the legalsystem. Theywill learnto appreciatethe underlyingprinciplesof the rule of law,how legalsystemsandprocessesaim
to achievesocialcohesion,as well as how they themselvescan affect positive changeto laws and the legal system. VCELegalStudiesequipsstudentswith an ability to researchand analyselegal
information and apply legalreasoningand decision-makingskills. It alsofosterscritical thinking to solvelegalproblems. Furtherstudy in the legalfield canlead to a broad rangeof careeropportunities
suchasa solicitor,barrister,policyadviser,prosecutor,paralegal,legalassistant,aswell asother careersin the courtroom,educationandlawenforcement.

Structure Thestudyismadeup of four units. Unit 1: Thepresumptionof innocence

Unit 2: Wrongsandrights
Unit 3: Rightsandjustice
Unit 4: Thepeople,the lawandreform

Entry
Thereare no prerequisitesfor entry to Units 1, 2 and 3. Studentsmust undertakeUnit 3 and Unit 4 asa sequence. Units 1ς4 are designedto a standardequivalentto the final two yearsof secondary
education. All VCEstudiesarebenchmarkedagainstcomparablenationalandinternationalcurriculum.

Content

Unit 1 : Thepresumptionof innocence
Laws,includingcriminal law, aim to achievesocialcohesionand protect the rights of individuals. Criminallaw is aimedat maintainingsocialorder. Whena criminal law is broken,a crime is committed
whichispunishableandcanresult in criminalchargesandsanctions.

In this unit, studentsdevelopan understandingof legalfoundations,suchasthe different typesand sourcesof law, the characteristicsof an effectivelaw, and an overviewof parliamentand the courts.
Studentsare introducedto andapplythe principlesof justice. Theyinvestigatekeyconceptsof criminallaw andapplytheseto actualand/or hypotheticalscenariosto determinewhether an accusedmay
be found guilty of a crime. In doing this, studentsdevelopan appreciationof the manner in which legalprinciplesand information are usedin makingreasonedjudgmentsand conclusionsabout the
culpabilityof an accused. Studentsalsodevelopan appreciationof how a criminalcaseis determined,and the typesandpurposesof sanctions. Studentsapplytheir understandingof how criminalcases
areresolvedandthe effectivenessof sanctionsthroughconsiderationof recentcriminalcasesfrom the pastfour years.

Unit 2 : Wrongsand rights
Civillaw aimsto protect the rightsof individuals. Whenrightsare infringed,a disputemayariserequiringresolution,and remediesmaybe awarded. In this unit, studentsinvestigatekeyconceptsof civil
law andapplytheseto actualand/or hypotheticalscenariosto determinewhethera party is liablein a civil dispute. Studentsexploredifferent areasof civil law,andthe methodsandinstitutionsthat may
be usedto resolvea civil disputeandprovideremedies. Theyapplyknowledgethroughan investigationof civil casesfrom the pastfour years. Studentsalsodevelopanunderstandingof how humanrights
areprotectedin Australiaandpossiblereformsto the protectionof rights,andinvestigatea contemporaryhumanrightsissuein Australia,with a specificfocuson onecasestudy.
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Unit 3 : Rightsand justice
TheVictorianjusticesystem,which includesthe criminaland civil justicesystems,aimsto protect the rights of individualsand uphold the principlesof justice: fairness,equalityand access. In this unit,
studentsexaminethe methodsand institutions in the criminalandcivil justicesystem,andconsidertheir appropriatenessin determiningcriminalcasesandresolvingcivil disputes. Studentsconsiderthe
aŀƎƛǎǘǊŀǘŜǎΩCourt,CountyCourtandSupremeCourtwithin the Victoriancourt hierarchy,aswell asother meansandinstitutionsusedto determineandresolvecases.

Studentsexploretopicssuchasthe rightsavailableto anaccusedandto victimsin the criminaljusticesystem,the rolesof the judge,jury, legalpractitionersandthe parties,andthe ability of sanctionsand
remediesto achievetheir purposes. Studentsinvestigatethe extent to whichthe principlesof justiceareupheldin the justicesystem. Throughoutthis unit, studentsapplylegalreasoningandinformation
to actualand/or hypotheticalscenarios.

Unit 4 : Thepeople,the law and reform
Thestudyof!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎlawsand legalsystemincludesan understandingof institutions that makeand reform our laws. In this unit, studentsexplorehow the AustralianConstitutionestablishesthe law-
makingpowers of the Commonwealthand state parliaments,and how it protects the Australianpeople through structures that act as a checkon parliament in law-making. Studentsdevelop an
understandingof the significanceof the HighCourt in protectingand interpreting the AustralianConstitution. Theyinvestigateparliamentand the courts,and the relationshipbetweenthe two in law-
making,and considerthe rolesof the individual,the mediaand law reform bodiesin influencingchangesto the law, and pastand future constitutionalreform. Throughoutthis unit, studentsapplylegal
reasoningandinformationto actualand/or hypotheticalscenarios.

School-basedassessment
Satisfactorycompletion
Theawardof satisfactorycompletionfor a unit isbasedon whether the studenthasdemonstratedthe setof outcomesspecifiedfor the unit.
All assessmentsat Units1 and2 areschool-based. Proceduresfor assessmentof levelsof achievementin Units1 and2 area matter for schooldecision.

Assessmentof levelsof achievement
TheǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎlevelof achievementin Unit 3 andUnit 4 will be determinedby School-assessedCoursework.

Contributionto final assessment
School-assessedCourseworkfor Unit 3 will contribute25 per cent to the studyscore. School-assessedCourseworkfor Unit 4 will contribute25 per cent to the studyscore.

Externalassessment
Thelevelof achievementfor Units3 and4 isalsoassessedby anend-of-yearexamination,whichwill contribute50 per cent.

Other information
Theremaybe excursionsfor individualLegalStudiesunits. Wheretheseoccur,they are generallyoptional but are usefulfor completingassessmenttasks. Theseexcursionswill attract a chargeto cover
costssuchastransport,entry to venuesetc.
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