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Important Dates 
Friday 20th September Last Day Term 3 

Monday 7th October First Day Term 4 

7th — 11th October Y12 Practice Exams 

Thursday 10th October Y7 Immunisations 

Friday 11th October Region Athletics 

Monday 21st October State Athletics/Y10 Immunisations 

Friday 25th October Graduation Dinner 

28th Oct—13th Nov Y7—10 Exams 

30th Oct  - 22nd Nov Y12 Exams 

Monday 4th November Curriculum Day/ Pupil Free Day 

Tuesday 5th November Melbourne Cup Holiday 

Thursday 14th November Junior Concert 

25th Nov—4th Dec Y11 Exams 

9th—13th December VCE Headstart Program, Y8 Tasmania Camp 

20th December Last Day Term 4 

29th January 2020 First Day for Students 2020 

C A R E E R   N E W S 

  
Click the link –  6th September 

UCAT 2019  

 

Uniform Shop Hours 

Tuesdays 
8.00am to 11.00am 

 
Thursdays 

1.00pm to 4.00pm 

Click here  

for Uniform Order Form 

 

Student Absence Reporting 
Hotline 

9803 5144  
  

Press 1 
Please call before 9am 

 

Term Dates 
2019 

TERM 3: 15th July – 20th Sept 

TERM 4: 7th Oct – 20th Dec 

 

 

Canteen 

Canteen Price List click  Here  

https://careers.highvalesc.vic.edu.au/
ass-Career-News-6-September-2019.pdf
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/ucat-anz-2019-flyer_for-web.pdf
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/1.-Uniform-Order-Form-26.07.2019.docx.pdf
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Highvale-2019-Menu-1.pdf


 

Heather Carr 

Acting Principal 
 

PRINCIPAL REPORT  

NAPLAN results 

Parents of Year 7 and 9 students should have received their child’s NAPLAN. Each individual child’s NAPLAN re-

sults were mailed out.  

Literacy and Numeracy Week  

During last week a variety of activities were organised to promote literacy and numeracy such as staff/student 

debating, book exchange, Maths Brain Teasers, Quiz Masters Trivia Quiz and a Dress Up Day on Friday! Highvale 

has had a long tradition of raising money for the Indigenous Literacy program.  

 

Parent Teacher Interviews and Learning Task Feedback  
On Thursday 20th September, there was an opportunity for parents to meet with teachers to discuss their child’s 
progress. If you were unable to attend, I would encourage parents to access the Learning Task feedback on Com-
pass.  
 
BYOD  
In Term 4, students are encouraged to bring their BYOD device.  This last week and over the next 2-3 weeks of 

Term 4 all Years 7-11 students have been given an ID and password from DET called Edupass which enables them 

to download free software onto their device. The passwords only last for 10 days.  Students who have not signed 

up to use their device at school can collect a book from their sub school office or General Office. As per the Minis-

terial Order issued  this term, Mobile Phones will not be allowed at school in 2020 and as such they are not part of 

the BYOD program.  

VCE Holiday classes and Practice Exams 

Many VCE teachers are conducting extra classes, practice exams and revision lectures for their students to attend 

to give as much support and assistance prior to their final exams commencing in late October. Thank you to the 

teachers who have organised these sessions and thank you to the students who will attend. 

I wish all our students and teachers a safe and relaxing holidays. 

 

Heather Carr 

Acting Principal  



 

Roslyn Patti 

Head of Senior School 
 

Highvale Secondary College Debutante Ball 2019  
 
The Highvale Secondary College community came together on Friday the 13 September, to celebrate our annual 
Debutante Ball at the Freccia Azzuzza Social Club.  A debutante ball is a formal ball that includes pre-
senting debutantes during the season. Our Debutante Ball is an opportunity for our students to learn the skill of 
formal dancing, have fun make new friends. 
 Fifteen debutantes and their partners were presented to Mr Neil and Mrs Andrea Angus (Member for Forest Hill) 
and Mrs Heather Carr (Acting Principal) - in great style! 
  But its more than one night:- 
The debutantes choose their partners and together they spent up the whole of term 3 preparing for the ball. 
They learn presentation dances and the process of being presented and how to curtsey. 
Congratulations on a fantastic night and thank you to all those who attended, especially to Deb Pamment  and 
Carly Woo who gave up their time to  not only help with the practices but also help on the night. 
It was a wonderful night and a great time was had by all. 
 
Roslyn Patti 
Head of Senior School  



 

Laura Nijenhuis (Wallace) 

Food Technology 
 

Food Technology 

We’re back and have hit  the ground running here in the Food Technology area! We have spent the first few 

weeks this term settling in to our new digs and are still somewhat feeling our way around and getting used to 

where everything is; light switches, baking trays and tea towels included. We have been setting our routines and 

procedures in place and are still working these out but we are all absolutely loving our new space. 

 

This week we’ve tried out a bit of food styling…. Year 7’s made their own hamburgers from scratch and had to pre-

sent in any way they liked before eating. See Pictures below. 



Our Year 8, 9 Food Design classes completed a breakfast design challenge. They were given access to the exact 

same list of ingredients, and one extra ingredient to differentiate their dish from others, and the freedom to 

style their dish however they liked. They only had the double lesson to prepare and photograph their dish and 

they did not disappoint. Have a look at a few examples of our students work below. You’ll see these images and 

many more at the upcoming DAT Show in November. 



 

Wilma Withers 

Schools Competitions Coordinator 
 

ICAS assessments 

I enjoyed the diligence with which a number of our students participated in 108 ICAS  

assessments over the last three weeks of Term 3.  Students did assessments in English, Science, Maths, Digital                

Technologies, Writing and Spelling Bee (Year 7 only).  It was all on line this year for the first time and our students 

took to it very well.  They did however have to show the school value of resilience when during the English  

assessment the University of New South Wales server seemed to keep going  down. Students handled it well even 

though it must have been frustrating to them. 

 

Hopefully they will get their results, from the University, in the first few weeks of Term 4.  We are all keen to see 

how they go. 

This program is offered each year at Highvale so students may want to watch out for it in 2020 

Wilma Withers 

School Competitions Coordinator 

 

Adrian Schmid 

Health & PE Coordinator 
 

Health and Physical Education News 

September has been a very busy month for students in Health 

and Physical Education. Our year 7 students participated in a 

nutrition seminar ran by Luke from Daly Nutrition – as well as 

being very informative, students left with fresh bananas to eat 

and capsicum seeds to take home to grow. Our year 8s final-

ised their bushwalking unit, which saw classes walk from 

school to Shepherds Bush, Norton’s Park and Bushy Park wet-

lands. Our Zumba expert Elenka had our year 10s twisting, 

stepping and dancing across the community centre. It was 

pleasing to see so many students display our College values of 

respect, resilience and excellence throughout the Zumba  

session. Upcoming events in HPE include our year 8 swimming 

program in term 4 (see compass for further details) and a 

wheelchair basketball session in October for our year 9s.  

 

Mr Adrian Schmid 

Health and Physical Education Learning Area Leader.  



 

Marian Johnson 

Library 
 

Literacy and Numeracy Week 2019 September 9th to 13th. 

 

What an exciting and successful week it was! A total of $600.00 was collected for The Indigenous Literacy  

Foundation. . The Foundation’s aim is to reduce disadvantage for children in remote and very remote indigenous 

communities by improving literacy rates. 

 

The week began with ‘The Great Book Sale’. Heaps of books 

were sold at amazing prices - $2.00 for hardbacks and $1.00 

for paperbacks. There were some very popular titles, all  

donated by the wonderful Highvale S.C. Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, Miss Costello and Miss Singh (The  

Trivia Queens) ran a Trivia Quiz in the G Block 

Breakout Space. There were many tricky questions to 

be answered. Everyone had a great time. 

 



On Wednesday there was an amazing Alfresco Concert held in the sunshine outside the Library doors. The  

performers were Simone Zutenis, Sabrina Fong, Brandon Somphanpanya, Aaron Samarniotis, Sunny Baker, Josh 

Duncan and Felix Donahoo-Andrusiak. The audience in the courtyard listened to guitar, saxophone, flute and  

vocals. What amazingly talented students we have at Highvale! 

 

On Thursday, Miss Dowsing organised a Teacher VS Student debate, which was held in the H Block Breakout Space. 

The topic to be debated was ‘That oral presentations should be banned in schools’. The level of debate was high 

but ultimately the students won. Well done Sabrina, Richelle and Becky. 



 

On  Friday the Dress Up Parade was held in the Library. Lots of students arrived dressed as their favourite Hero or 

Villain. The costumes were amazing! After a great deal of discussion between the English teachers, the winners 

were announced - Brooke Timms, Jaz McLennan, Nadia Kahn and Katrina Chan.  

 

 

There were a variety of raffles and competitions held throughout the week, with many students winning prizes.  

The week was a great success.  

The Library Monitors did a wonderful job assisting with furniture moving, competition organising, book selling, 

raffle ticket selling and all the other things that help make a special week like this run smoothly and successfully. 

Special thanks to Josh Tran for all the wonderful photos he took to give us a pictorial record of Literacy and  

Numeracy Week 2019. 

 

 



 

Julie Ge 

Student Report 
 

SC514-Physics in the Real World 

   Excursion -  CERES COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT PARK 

By Julie Ge 

 

On Wednesday September 11th, students from SC514B&C went on an excursion to the CERES Community Envi-
ronment Park. CERES is a not-for-profit, sustainability centre for Education and Research in Environmental Strate-
gies, located on 4.5 hectares on the Merri Creek in East Brunswick, Melbourne. 

 

At the Centre, students were divided into two groups, both 
were guided by trained sustainability educators. The tour 
guide first led our group to an ‘eco-house’. The current eco
-house was relocated in CERES in 1982 to become a show-
case of energy efficient housing principles. Home efficiency 
were shown through many features of the house, these 
include: Solar panels, double glazing windows, blinds, de-
ciduous trees on the Northern side etc. We did many activi-
ties inside the house in order to better understand how 
energy efficient home function. The eco-house has been a 
living, functioning design that demonstrates to us what we 
can do in our own homes in order to live more sustainably. 

 

After a short recess break, our group investigated the different types of fossil fuels and renewable & non-
renewable energy. Throughout the demonstration of the educator, we saw how different energy sources (non-
renewable & renewable) are converted into electricity for our everyday uses. We got an insight on the entirety of 
the problems our world is facing with the amount of energy consumption. We also understood how a steam en-
gine works and how a bike can be used to generated heat.  These activities helped us to understand how electric-
ity is created but also how it is affecting the world and environment around us. 

Figure 1       ECO HOUSE 

Figure 2  Growing food 

Figure 3 Buying locally  
produced food 



During lunchtime, we were free to go anywhere in the park. We explored a organic grocery which provides cus-
tomers with fruits and vegetables that have only travelled metres from the backyard. The grocery is environ-
mentally friendly and don’t have any plastic bags in sight, that is one of the reasons it attracts lots of locals to 
come and buy their goods. My friends and I also went uphill where we could overlook the entire CERES. We 
were a little shocked when we saw apartments being built not far nearby, realising how vulnerable the CERES 
community really is. Although the locals try to encourage others to be environmentally friendly, they cannot 
stop the development and pace of our current society. What we can really do is to try our best to be sustaina-
ble. 

 

Overall, the excursion to the CERES Community Environment Park taught us many things. By learning about en-
ergy efficient homes, we could apply our knowledge to everyday life and take them with us throughout our 
adulthood. By investigating energy resources, it gave us insight of the way energy works and how much prob-
lems non-renewable energy is causing to the environment. Lastly, the CERES community provides us with the 
means by which people can build awareness of current local and global issues, and join in the movement for 
economic, social and environmental sustainability. 



 

Tyron Bei 

Student Report 
 

SC518A Science of sustainability 

Excursion to Healesville Sanctuary 

By Tyron Bei 

To finish off the first term of the newly established  

subject, Science of Sustainability (SC518A), Ms. Dimou 

decided to take the whole class all the way to  

Healesville Sanctuary. At first, I had my doubts to why 

Ms. Dimou would want to take us to the middle of no-

where, however I came to realise what she wanted us 

to gain from the trip, which was to learn how humans 

have impacted the wildlife. 

 

As soon as we hopped off the bus we were greeted with a nice scenery of just Green, something that some of us 

rarely encounter these days.  

After an hour or two of wandering around, exploring the 78-acre property, we were greeted by Antwone our tour 

guide. Thanks to, Antwone, we all learnt about our native endangered species and what they’ve been doing to 

prevent them from going extinct.  

One that I remember is about the Southern Corroboree Frog. A few years 

ago there were only around 50 of these tiny things left in the wild but 

with hard work and dedication, Antwone and his team successfully bred 

2,500 of them and averted an extinction of such beautiful creatures.  

Unfortunately, one small group isn’t enough to save the thousands of 

species in which are currently endangered in Australia. Fortunately for us 

there is one thing we can do to help, by doing one simple thing which I’ll 

mention later. 



During the Spirits of the Sky show they brought out many 

different types of beautiful birds, from talking  

parrots to the infamous wedged tailed eagle, demon-

strating the beauty of nature. Sadly, for these birds the tall 

trees they need to perch on are being cut down, in which it 

took several decades and even centuries to grow.  

 

Wipe for Wildlife is something we as a community can do 

to help prevent our native animals’ habitats from  

disappearing. If we pledge to use recycled toilet paper by 

texting “wipe” to 0488 256 256, it may not be  

noticeable but the wildlife who depend on trees will. 

 

For those of you who haven’t been to Healesville Sanctuary I highly recommend it. If there aren’t any plans for 

the holidays maybe, consider visiting Healesville. Hope everyone enjoys the next two weeks of freedom. 



 

Chris Mitchell 

Head of Music 
 

Music News 20th September 2019 

 

Spring Concert 

Thank you to all who came to see the wonderful performances at out Spring Concert on September 5th, and to all 
the parents for supporting the second concert by adapting their plans for the day to allow their student(s) to  
participate. The second show meant that many who would otherwise have been unable to attend could see their 
children  

Dear Highvale Musicians, 

 
What a pleasure it was to be in the audience at the Spring Concert, to listen to such a great repertoire of music with so many 
of my favourite pieces included. You all looked so professional on stage and I was so proud of the way you conducted your-
selves as musicians and the standard of the musicality of your performances.  

 
I was so surprised by the final items at the concert. I had no idea that would happen! It was so special. 

 
I want to thank you all for working on those final musical items, as I realise that it is a busy time of the year, particularly for 
the senior students. I appreciate the extra rehearsal effort that was required for you and the music staff to put those togeth-
er. 

 
I hope that you continue to be involved in some form of music throughout your lives and remember fondly your involvement 
in Highvale’s music program. 

 
My best wishes and thanks to all of you. 

 
Mrs. Linton 



 

 

Junior Concert 

The Junior Concert is planned for November 14th and will feature groups such as the Concert Band, String Orchestra 
and Junior Stage Band. 

AMEB Exams 

Most students undertaking AMEB exams have now been informed of the date and time of their exam. We are still 
awaiting scheduling for a few students. Please contact your student’s instrumental teacher if you have any  
questions. A practice session with the accompanist has been booked for Tuesday 8th October. All students who have 
opted to use the school accompanist must bring their instrument on this day – it will be the only chance to practice 
with her. Students should also maintain good practice routines over the holidays to ensure they are well prepared 
for their exam. 
Instrumental Music Home Practice 

All instrumental music students will have their homework written into each lesson. Parents can keep track of the 
expectation of the student’s instrumental teacher by checking the student’s class and lesson plan on a weekly basis. 
Parents are strongly encouraged to do this to help support the student’s musical development. 

Grand Piano Fundraiser 

At the Winter Concert, we launched a fundraiser for a performance level grand piano for the theatre. We believe 
that such an instrument will greatly enhance our music program, with piano being used in many of our ensembles 
and to accompany soloists and small groups. We welcome all contributions to the grand piano fund, and are  
particularly encouraging members of the school community to donate one key of the piano at $200. If you have  
already donated one or more keys, please don’t forget to drop into the office to sign your name on the keyboard 
print. If you are interested in contributing, please see below for further details. 





BATTERY RECYCLING 

eWASTE RECYCLING 

For anyone looking for somewhere to recycle old batteries, we have a 

bin in the Library. Students, parents and staff can drop off batteries at 

the front office, or straight into the recycle bin in the Library 

INK & TONER RECYCLING 

As local councils have banned any electronic waste from landfill, thus 

this electronic/electrical waste should not be placed in the normal 

rubbish bins at home. If you bring in these items, we can send them 

off with our biannual eWaste collection.  

Small hand-held items such as mobile phones, chargers, led lamps, 
DVD/tape recorders etc. 
 
** No TVs, Fridges, Microwaves and other white goods. 

For anyone looking for somewhere to recycle Printer Ink & Toner, we 

have a bin in the Library. Students, parents and staff can drop them off 

at the front office or straight into the recycle bin in the Library 



FREE VCE TUTORING 

The program runs in the safe, supervised environment of the senior study Centre afterschool between  
3.00-4.30pm from Mondays to Thursdays. 
 
All our tutors are past Highvale students who achieved outstanding results in their chosen subjects and have 
been endorsed by the teaching staff as being highly knowledgeable of the subject content.  
 
Tutoring can provide a number of benefits for students of all learning stages such as: 
 

- Assist with subject content and improve results 

- Gain confidence. 
- Goal setting and time management skills. 

- Provide students with valuable advice, feedback and encouragement.  

 
Please refer to the timetable below for subject availability. 
Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Egan at keg@highvalesc.vic.edu.au to enquire about how you can get 
 involved. 
 
Kellie Egan 
Tutoring Coordinator 

mailto:keg@highvalesc.vic.edu.au


FREE YEAR 7 - 10 TUTORING 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

                                       

                                 Protecting Children from Abuse: For Parents and Carer 

                                            保護孩子免受虐待 給家長和照顧者的資訊 

Bảo vệ Trẻ em khỏi bị Ngược đãi: Dành cho Cha mẹ và Người chăm sóc 

학대로부터 어린이 보호하기: 부모와 보호자를 위한 정보 

    

   Dear parents 

As adults we play a critical role in protection children from harm. The following link provides 

you detailed information. 

For Easy English version, please click the following website, 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_Second ar-

ySchool_FactSheet.pdf 

For other languages, please click “Translated information” in the following website and select your 

language. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx (Click here) 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_SecondarySchool_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_SecondarySchool_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx
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