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Important Dates 

C A R E E R   N E W S 

  
Click the link –  12th February 2021 

                      5th March 2021 
 

 

Uniform Shop  2021 

Click here  

for Uniform Order Form 

 

Check COMPASS  regarding 
booking for opening hours 

Term Dates 
 

2021 

TERM 1: 28th January—1st April 

TERM 2: 19th April—25th June 

TERM 3: 12th July—17th September 

 

Tuesday 16th March Year 7 Immunisations 

Wednesday 31st March Parent/Teacher Interviews, Student Free Day 

Thursday 1st April Last Day Term 1 

Monday 19th April First Day Term 2 

Tuesday 4th May Division Cross Country 

11th May—13th May Naplan 

31st May—8th June  Y7—Y11 Exams 

Thursday 10th June Winter Concert 

Monday 14th June Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 15th June Region Cross Country 

Friday 18th June  Student Free Day, Assessment Day 

Friday 25th June Last Day  Term 2 

Monday 12th July First Day Term 2, Semester 2 

Student Absence Reporting 

Hotline 

9803 5144  

  

Press 1 

Please call before 9am 

https://careers.highvalesc.vic.edu.au/
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Compass-Career-News-12-February-2021.pdf
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Compass-Career-News-5-March-2021.docx-1.pdf
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Uniform-Order-Form-Aug-2020.pdf


 

Ian Watkins 

Principal 
 

Principal’s report 
 
Year 7 Transition Camp 
Over this week our Year 7s visited Lord Somers Camp for their annual transition camp. Due to restrictions on  

numbers this year, the camp was conducted in two splits. Tuesday and Wednesday and Thursday Friday. Our new 

students enjoyed the staples of Kayak paddling, pizza making, group challenges and much more.  I would like to 

thank Mrs Valentine for developing a very intense and well targeted program.  

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Senior Sub School Assembly 

It was with great pleasure that we were able to conduct our senior sub school assembly this week. 

During this assembly, I was able to present certificates of achievement to Cindy Shi and Eli Bourchier who whilst in 

Year 11 achieved perfect scores for their Year 12 studies in Further Mathematics. Congratulations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certainly our VCE results from 2020 were very strong and a credit to the hard work of everyone over a difficult 

year.  

Our Median study score was an impressive 30.37 and  there were 74 study scores of 40 or above or 9.3% of the  

cohort, an improvement over 2019 results.  

 

Our dux was Shayna Daljit-Sedeora with 99.36. 

Students who achieved an amazing perfect scores of 50 were: 

Asal Mohajeri in Business Management  

Shayna Daljit Sedeora in English  

Shayna Daljit Sedeora in Legal Studies  

Nilushi Jayawardena in English  



Council election process     
School Council election process has now been completed. 
 
 
It is my great pleasure to announce that I received three nominations for the three available positions. The  
successful candidates were Terry Chung, Belinda Foster and Chandrashekhar Patil. They will join the continuing 
members, Julie Chalmers and Zari Mesforoushan. 
 
A student election was conducted and the successful students were: Ruby Chung (11)  and Hanna Jibu (9).  
  
There were two nominations for DET representatives for the two vacancies and as a result Heather Carr and Leigh 
Hunter are now officially on our new council. They will join the continuing members Trudy Turner and Roslyn Patti. 
 
The first meeting of the new council will be held after the AGM next week. Office bearers and community members 
will be an important piece of business. 
 

Coronavirus update 

As you may be aware, the situation regarding the response to novel coronavirus has continued to evolve.  

Our current restrictions still mean that all students are to wear masks inside school buildings.  

 

However most school operations are back to normal. The school currently is allowed to conduct inter school sport, 

excursions and camps. 

Any changes to Covid restrictions will be communicated via COMPASS as they are announced. 

 

Ian Watkins 

Principal 

Year Level Coordinators 

Please see the table below for a list of the 2021 Coordinators. 

YEAR LEVEL COORDINATORS   

YEAR 7  Madeline COSTELLO 

YEAR 8 Karnel AHMET 

YEAR 9 Philip BAUMGARTNER 

YEAR 10 Brian HURLEY 

YEAR 11 Richard SHELLY 

YEAR 12 Carly WOO 

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL Natalie VALENTINE 

HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL Roslyn PATTI 



THE MAN CAVE 
+

FLOURISH GIRL

"WOMEN ARE STRONGER WHEN THEY'RE
TOGETHER" 
- Y10 FEMALE STUDENT

As part of our School-Wide Positive Behaviours initiative, external positive mental health

facilitators from The Man Cave and Flourish Girl ran workshops with all of our year 9 and 10

students over Wednesday 3rd and Thursday 5th of March. 

Through these programs, the students were taken through a range of activities that aim to

build confidence, give them a voice and develop relationships and independence.

Flourish Girl

The Flourish Girl program aims to introduce the importance of authentic story sharing,

vulnerability and connection. The students began the day by breaking down 'Girl Jail' (all of

the elements within society that they feel trapped by), work through strategies to reach the

'women they desire becoming' and end the day by honouring each other through positive

affirmations. Upon seeing a sheet of paper filled with positive affirmations by their peers, one

student stated, "I'm going to put this on my fridge to remind me".

The Man Cave

After running some very successful workshops in 2019 with our (now) year 11 students, The Man

Cave returned to impart their wisdom on a new group of male students. Similarly to the

Flourish Girl program, The Man Cave broke down the societal pressures of masculinity and

what it means to be a man in modern society. The students were taken through a range of

group bonding activities and then were encouraged to develop empathy for their peers,

teachers, parents and fellow members of society. I would tell you more but, as we learnt, what

happens in the cave stays in the cave.

"The Man Cave helped us

understand that

everybody has their own

problems to deal with.

Be open minded.

The analogy that we all

have bricks in our jars

and we could all do

something to help

lighten each other's

jars helped me and my

friends."

-Y10 male student

"We need more programs

like Flourish Girl"

- Feedback for programs

The Man Cave facilitators
A note from a student in

Flourish Girl



 

Chris Mitchell 

Director of Music 
 

Music Program—almost full 

Welcome to all our new students for 2021! I hope you will enjoy your time as part of the music program. We have 
had a large number of enrolments from our new Year 7 students into the music program, and we have filled almost 
all spots. There may be one or two spots left for brass instruments, so if you’re interested, please discuss with me 
as soon as possible. Woodwind, strings and percussion are all full. 

 

Staff News 

Our voice teacher, Mrs O’Brien, has just finished up at Highvale to begin her maternity leave. Her final day was last 
Friday. Mrs O’Brien has been an asset to the music department and has worked hard to build the vocal program at 
Highvale, including growing the choir and bringing in our senior vocal ensemble. She has brought enthusiasm and 
passion to her ensembles and to individual and shared vocal lessons. Staff and students alike will miss having her 
around. 

In her place, we welcome Mr Nguyen, who started this week. He brings with him a wide range of experience in  
classical and contemporary voice. He is passionate about making music and helping students develop their musical 
abilities and will no doubt bring some exciting new ideas to the vocal program. 
 

Ensembles 

Many of our ensembles have begun over the past few weeks, including Stage Band, Orchestra, Chamber Strings and 
Intermediate Concert Band. After not being able to run ensembles for most of last year, it has been great to hear 
students making music together again. If your ensemble hasn’t started yet, keep an eye on your school e-mail for 
details on when that will be happening (please note that Nouveau Strings will not start until term two). The current 
ensemble schedule is as follows (ensemble directors will let you know of any changes to this): 

 

 

A reminder that audition based ensembles like Stage Band, Chamber Strings and vocal ensemble are taken in addi-
tion to one of the core ensembles. VCE students in more than one ensemble can be afforded some flexibility in 
attendance at rehearsals as we recognise the demands of Year 12 in particular. However, each student must  
negotiate this with the relevant ensemble director(s).  

Time / Day Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Class Time AT529 (Class Orchestra) – check your regular school timetable for sessions. 

Lunch 

Theatre 
Rhythm Riders 

(NMI) 

Stick Tricks 

(NMI) 
  

Harmonix 

(LNG) 

D2     
Vocal Ensemble 

(LNG) 

Flute Ensemble 

(LGA) 
  

After School 
(3pm – 4pm) 

Theatre 
Stage Band 

(SRE) 

Nouveau Strings 
(from term two) 

(LCH / DBE) 

HSC Orchestra 

(SRE / LGA) 

Chamber Strings 

(JGO / YLA) 
  

Gym 

Junior Concert 
Band 

(JMC) 

Violin Ensemble 
(may be in D2) 

(JGO) 

Intermediate 
Concert Band 

(JMC) 

   



 

Uniform Shop  

IMPORTANT COVID UPDATE 

Due to the changing COVID conditions the uniform shop will be via APPOINTMENT ONLY during normal shop 

hours. These hours are 8 to 11am on Tuesdays and 1 to 4pm on Thursdays. Information regarding how to book an 

appointment is on COMPASS. 

Alternatively you can download the uniform order form from the website and submit it via email to  

admin@highvalesc.vic.edu.au for processing. 

Twilight Tunes Outdoor Concert 

Last year, we initiated a new concert towards the end of term one, ‘Twilight Tunes’. After a successful first event in 
2020, we are aiming to run a similar concert this year on Thursday March 25th starting at 5.30pm. Among others, 
our AT529 Class Orchestra, Stage Band and Chamber Strings will be performing, as well as some small group and 
solo acts. Tickets are available HERE at $10 each, with all funds going towards the grand piano purchase which we 
hope to make soon. Please note that due to COVID restrictions, ticket sales are limited to approximately 350 to  
ensure we both maintain density limits and can socially distance easily. The restrictions also mean audience  
members must provide names of all attendees at the time of booking, check in on arrival (a QR code will be  
available), and wear masks and/or socially distance during the event. It is also encouraged that audience members 
choose a spot in the courtyard to stay for the whole concert, rather than moving around to different locations.  
Student performers will need to be at school by 4.30pm, and if they can’t go home, are welcome to use the library 
until 4pm and for senior students, the Senior Study Centre until 4.30pm.Some students may be needed to help 
with set up between the end of school and 4.30pm. Students should bring their own water and snacks. 
 

Grand Piano Fundraiser 

At the Winter Concert in 2019, we launched a fundraiser for a performance level grand piano for the theatre. We 
believe that such an instrument will greatly enhance our music program, with piano being used in many of our  
ensembles and to accompany soloists and small groups. Donations of any size are most welcome, and if you donate 
$200, you have effectively bought us one key of our piano! If you have donated one or more keys, please don’t  
forget to drop into the office to sign your name on the keyboard print. We are hoping to raise the funds required to 
make a purchase in time for our Winter Concert in June. 

https://www.trybooking.com/BOYOQ




 

Phil Tawa 

Head of Sport 
 

Sports report  

Highvale has had a successful start to its sporting year in 2021 after the 2020 Covid layoff, with a number of teams 

and individuals progressing from the Division stage to the Eastern Metro Region finals. With several teams putting 

in strong pre-seasons, early year performances indicate a highly successful year to come.  

Our intermediate boys Volleyball team and boys Tennis teams both won their Division competition on Tuesday the 

2nd of March. Both with now progress to the Region stage, with Volleyball on March 30th and Tennis on April 23rd. 

Congratulations and good luck to both teams! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Highvale’s annual House Swimming Carnival was held on Friday 12th of February, once again at the Oakleigh  

Recreation Centre. Cool conditions greeted the swimmers, but things soon heated up in the pool with some great 

swimming displayed by all our competitors. All year 12s and 7s had a great day competing and supporting the 

event.  

 

On Friday the 26th of February, 34 swimmers represented Highvale at the Waverley Division Swimming competition 

also at Oakleigh Recreation Centre. Despite some very strong competition from rival schools who had much larger 

squads, Highvale managed to snag some resilient and gutsy wins in a number of events. Jemma Sargent had an  

absolute day out, winning the U17 50m Freestyle, 50m Butterfly, 50m Backstroke and 50m Breaststroke. As a  

result, she was crowned the senior girls champion swimmer for the competition. An excellent achievement!  

Continuing the excellent swimming shown by Sargents, younger brother Ben won his U14 50m Backstroke event. 

Abby Wong won the U15 50m Butterfly event. To round out our list of winning events, the girls U17 team of Jemma 

Sargent, Alanah Epps, Janaila Koh and Charlotte Creaton won the 4x50m Freestyle relay. Congratulations to these 

swimmers who will now go on to represent the school at the Eastern Metro Region final on the 23rd of March at 

Aquanation Ringwood.   

  

 



Free VCE Tutoring 

Free Homework Help Years 7—10 

 

WEDNESDAYS and THURSDAYS 

3-4pm 

 

English Tutoring in H Block 

Break Out Space 

 

 

 

Maths Tutoring in S Block Break Out Space 

 



 

 

Highvale is celebrating Harmony week on 

Friday 19th March 2021 

Wear orange accessories with normal uniform Or 

Dress in Traditional Clothes. 

15th March – 21st March is Harmony Week, it is about 
inclusiveness, respect and belonging for all Australians, 
regardless of cultural or linguistic background. Our 
cultural diversity is one of our greatest strengths and is 
at the heart of who we are. 

 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

                                       

                                 Protecting Children from Abuse: For Parents and Carer 

                                            保護孩子免受虐待 給家長和照顧者的資訊 

Bảo vệ Trẻ em khỏi bị Ngược đãi: Dành cho Cha mẹ và Người chăm sóc 

학대로부터 어린이 보호하기: 부모와 보호자를 위한 정보 

    

   Dear parents 

As adults we play a critical role in protection children from harm. The following link provides 

you detailed information. 

For Easy English version, please click the following website, 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_Second ar-

ySchool_FactSheet.pdf 

For other languages, please click “Translated information” in the following website and select your 

language. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx (Click here) 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_SecondarySchool_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_SecondarySchool_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx


ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

The NEW Entertainment Memberships are here! The memberships start at just $69.99 and you’ll receive 

thousands of dollars worth of offers you can use for up to 2 years (depending on the package you  

purchase). You can get a digital membership by following this link https://au.entdigital.net/

orderbooks/187h873 . 

Can I still buy the Book? 

The Entertainment Book’s changed a bit. In fact, it’s no longer a book at all. Instead, what was once the 

Entertainment Book is now an easy-to-use app that’s updated every few minutes – instead of once a 

year. That means we can give you even more possibilities to discover, more experiences to unlock, and 

more rewards to share. You’ll still get a full 12 months of membership (no matter when you sign up). 

You’ll have the same great savings you’ve come to expect. And you’ll be able to make the same  

difference for the causes you care about. 

 

 

 

https://au.entdigital.net/orderbooks/187h873
https://au.entdigital.net/orderbooks/187h873


 

Highvale Secondary College 
"Making a difference" 
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