
Capital Avenue 
Glen Waverley, 3150  

Phone: (03) 9803 5144 
Facsimile: (03) 9803 4310 

Email: highvale.sc@education.vic.gov.au 

School Website: www.highvalesc.vic.edu.au 

Newsletter No.21    26th October 2020 

EXCELLENCE | INTEGRITY | RESILIENCE |RESPECT |RESPONSIBILITY 

https://www.google.com.au/search?safe=strict&client=safari&dcr=0&rls=en&q=highvale+secondary+college+phone&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjBmfiO5v3WAhUIWbwKHf4vCGMQ6BMIiwEwEw
javascript:void(0)
mailto:highvale.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.highvalesc.vic.edu.au


Important Dates 

C A R E E R   N E W S 

  
Click the link –  16th October 2020 
                            23rd October 2020 

 

 

Uniform Shop  2020 

Click here  

for Uniform Order Form 

 

Closed During Stage 4  
Covid-19 Lockdown 

Term Dates 
2020 

TERM 4: 5th October—18th  

December 

2021 

TERM 1: 28th January—1st April 

TERM 2: 19th April—25th June 

TERM 3: 12th July—17th September 

Monday 26th October 
Year 8—Year 10 students return to the college for 

Face to Face Learning 

Thursday 29th October Farewell Year 12s 

Tuesday 3rd November  Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday 

Monday 9th November  Y12 Exams Start 

Friday 18th December End of Term 4 

Student Absence Reporting 

Hotline 

9803 5144  

  

Press 1 

Please call before 9am 

STUDENT ID CARDS 

Students coming onto the school campus are asked to carry their  

Student Compass ID cards all times to streamline logging in processes to school 

systems. 

https://careers.highvalesc.vic.edu.au/
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Compass-Career-News-16-October-2020.pdf
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Compass-Career-News-23-October-2020.docx.pdf
https://highvalesc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/Uniform-Order-Form-Aug-2020.pdf


 

Ian Watkins 

Principal 
 

Welcome back 

I would like to welcome everyone back to on site learning. It certainly has been a time of change. Our Year 8, 9 and 

10s have now returned to school and caught up with their friends and teachers and are all overjoyed in getting 

back to ‘normal’. 

End of Year Program 

Planning is underway for the End of Year program which begins on Monday 7 December. For the students in Years 

10 and 11 there will be a special Head Start as normal to introduce them to VCE subjects.      Year 9 accelerated 

students will also participate in their VCE subject.  

In keeping with the Department of Education focus to ensure no student is left behind, each learning area of the 

school will be developing a practical based engaging program. For most learning areas this will give time to catch 

up on projects, science experiments, technology constructions, Art works and performances.  In keeping with 

COVID safe rules, we unfortunately will not be able to provide any excursions or camps.   

Year 12  

Over the last few week’s students have been very busy completing their SACs. The Sub school Team and Pathways 

coordinator have now reviewed the student applications for disadvantaged submissions and forwarded them onto 

VTAC to support student applications to Tertiary places.  Class teachers are currently reviewing student               

performance and making determinations regarding COVID disadvantage to VCE school based subject scores.  

Year 12 students are leaving us on Thursday 29 October. We have arranged some fun activities to farewell them 

such as a visit from Mr Whippy.  

On behalf of the school I will wish them all the very best for their exams. 

Student Success 

Our past international student Thanh Thien Trang received a commendation in the Year 12 Student Leadership 

category at the prestigious International Division Awards ceremony on Wednesday 21 October. A fantastic effort 

in a very competitive field. I would like to thank Ms Geng our international Student Coordinator for her work in 

recommending Thanh. 

2021 Changes 

I have great pleasure in announcing that our Year 7 cohort for 2021 will be significantly larger than previous years. 

This is great testament to the great improvements in our school and I would like to recognise the great work of our 

whole community in ‘lifting the bar’.  

Another major change for 2021 will be the introduction of Mandarin to our Languages program at Year 7. School 

Council in making the decision to include it, reflected on the increasing demand in our community for this          

language as evidenced by the large number of our feeder primary schools that teach it.   

We all look with great enthusiasm to this new curriculum development. The selection of a teacher is very           

important to ensure that the new subject is a success and is embedded in our school.  Currently the selection for a 

Mandarin Teacher is being finalised but I can say that the selection panel has been very gratified by the excellent 

applications that were received.   



REMINDER  

COVID Safe Principles 

The COVID safe principles are still the same and we have continued to prominently display the safety posters 

across the school.  The principles are: 

- Practise good hygiene 

- Ensure physical distancing 

- Avoid interactions in close spaces 

- Face masks to be used in schools 

Changes to Health and Safety Measures 

A face mask that covers the nose and mouth is now the only permitted type of face covering. Face shields, scarves 

or bandanas do not meet these requirements. 

All schools have been provided with supplies of single-use face masks and reusable face masks. Single-use face 

masks should be made available to any person on site who requires a face mask, including students, staff and     

visitors. 

Based on the advice of the Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer, given the current levels of community transmission 

in Victoria, mandatory temperature testing of all students on arrival to schools will not be required in Term 4.   

Indoor sport is not allowed. Outdoor facilities are recommended for physical education and recreational play. 

Again if a student has PE on that day then they will be expected to be in PE uniform all day. The change rooms are 

not available. 

Choirs and woodwind/brass instrument use is not permitted in schools, except where required for essential        

assessments. In preparation for essential assessments these activities should be undertaken outside, with physical 

distancing and other hygiene measures where possible. Instrumental teachers will contact their students to make 

arrangements. 

Transitions and end-of-year events and gatherings, Face-to-face school assemblies and other non-essential large 

gatherings must be postponed or adapted considering use of technology. 

School camps and excursions cannot take place at this time. 

Visitors to school grounds must be limited to those delivering or supporting essential school services and             

operations. To support contact tracing, schools must keep a record of all staff, students and visitors who attend on 

site for more than 15 minutes. All visitors must sign in and out via COMPASS.  

Students who may be medically vulnerable 

The Acting Deputy Chief Health Officer has advised that an individual assessment is always recommended and   

decisions regarding school attendance should be informed by the nature of a child or young person’s condition, its 

severity and intensity of required treatment. In most cases, the presence of common conditions of childhood, such 

as asthma, epilepsy or Type 1 diabetes, should not preclude a student from attending face-to-face learning.  

In keeping with expert public health advice, some students may be at higher risk for severe outcomes or            

complications of coronavirus (COVID-19), for example those with chronic medical conditions. Any student with a 

chronic medical condition should seek advice from their medical practitioner about attending school on site at 

different stages in the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Given most of these conditions are rare in children, it 

should be an uncommon event for a child to be determined by a medical practitioner to be unable to return to 

school due to an ongoing medical reason raising concerns about coronavirus (COVID-19), outside of an acute     

illness. 



 

Chris Mitchell 

Head of Music 
 

Music News 23rd October 

 

Return to School – all year levels 

From Monday 26th October, all students will be returning to school. At this time: 

String and percussion lessons will resume as normal for all students in Years 7-12 

Brass, woodwind and voice lessons will look a little different for the time being, as the government has made a    
directive that these instruments are not to be played on site except for essential assessments. Teachers have been 
working together to develop ways of furthering student’s musical education on their instrument without actually 
playing it. Students must still bring their instrument to school for their lesson as some of the lessons teachers have 
developed involve using the instrument without actually playing it. Further, students are still expected to practice 
their instrument at home! Students are also encouraged to record themselves playing at home, and bring this into 
the lesson to discuss with their teacher. 

Ensembles that only include string and / or percussion instruments are able to resume as normal (Nouveau Strings 
and Rhythm Riders have already resumed). Ensemble directors will inform students if and when in person rehearsals 
will begin, so keep an eye out on e-mail, MS Teams and/or Compass. 

Ensembles that include brass, woodwind or voice will not be able to resume as normal due to the restrictions placed 
on these instruments. Individual ensemble directors may choose to run sessions using percussion instruments or 
other methods. Again, students will be notified whether or not this is happening via e-mail, MS Teams and/or    
Compass. 

As you would be aware, things regarding COVID are changing rapidly, so please keep an eye on Compass for any  
updates. 
 

Highvale Virtual Community Orchestra 

Thank you to all the students, staff and parents who have contributed to the Highvale Virtual Community Orchestra. 
There’s still a bit of work to do to finish it off – currently, there are 47 different parts (or tracks) to put together! It 
will hopefully be available in the next couple of weeks for you all to enjoy, but for now you can listen to a short  
preview here – and see below for some screenshots of what this all looks like in a digital audio workstation. 
 

  

Editing screen (left) and mixing screen (right) 

 

 

https://highvale.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/highvalecommunityensemble/EYNYeeCSbbBCuG9Dbn6Nm38BEQzJuArsKkX6KnWPgmBQIA?e=7Fe13g


Livestream Concert 

We’re hoping to run a livestream concert towards the end of November. In other words, students will perform at 
school, but the audience will watch via their devices at home. It is likely there will still be restrictions on brass, 
woodwind and vocals at this time, so students playing these instruments will be encouraged to make a recording 
that will then be played as part of the livestream. The date and time will be confirmed soon and events will appear 
on Compass for those involved. It will include some or all of our string and percussion ensembles, but specific 
groups are still being confirmed as directors assess how their groups are going after working remotely for most of 
the year. Any students interested in doing a solo at this concert (either live or via video/audio recording) should 
discuss this with their instrumental teacher. 

 

NEVR Virtual Ensembles 

A number of our students were involved in the NEVR Virtual String Orchestra and Virtual Concert Band. You can 
see these performances by clicking on these links: 

NEVR Virtual Concert Band 

NEVR Virtual String Orchestra 

 
Music Captains Applications for 2021 

Applications are now open for 2021 Music Captains. The position of Music Captain is a prestigious role that will 
give the successful candidates the opportunity to take on a major leadership role in the College. There will be at 
least two positions to fill for each of junior and senior schools. Duties would involve liaising with the Music staff, 
representing the musicians in the program and assisting with the smooth running of the program.  

 
Successful candidates will need to be able to undertake the following responsibilities: 

• Represent the student musicians in the instrumental music program; 

• Help organise and run musical performances; 

• Promote participation in the instrumental music program to students in the College; 

• Attend meetings when required; 

• Write magazine and newsletter articles regarding the instrumental music program; 

• Keep up to date with all music program activities; 

• Present at concerts and assemblies; 

• Assist in the management of ensemble folders and the music library; 

• Undertake other roles as negotiated with the music staff and head of music. 

 
Successful applicants will be able to demonstrate high level skills in the following areas: 

• Communication; 

• Organisation; 

• Public Speaking; 

• Cooperation / working as a team; 

 
 

https://youtu.be/wFqgh_i7ic8
https://youtu.be/v2qlXBIEclc


Successful applicants will also: 

• Be a positive role model through active participation in the program and a proactive member of at least one          
 ensemble; 

 Carry out the job in a mature, positive and responsible manner, continually demonstrating the positive  
            behaviour values of the college; 
• Demonstrate pride in representing the school and the instrumental music program. 

 

Your ability and experiences in relation to these skills, characteristics and duties should be kept in mind when  
responding to the questions in the application form. 
 

Applications are due by 9am Friday 6th November, via the form available here.  

 

The application form will require you to upload a file addressing the following: 

 

1. Discuss your involvement and achievements in Highvale's instrumental music program to this point. 

 

2. Do you participate in other music activities outside the college? If yes, describe your involvement. 

 

3. Describe three skills and abilities that make you an excellent candidate for the jobs to be carried out as music 
captain. Use examples to explain. 

 

You may also be required to attend an interview as part of the application process. You will be notified of any  
interview via e-mail. 
 

Grand Piano Fundraiser 

At the Winter Concert in 2019, we launched a fundraiser for a performance level grand piano for the theatre. We 
believe that such an instrument will greatly enhance our music program, with piano being used in many of our  
ensembles and to accompany soloists and small groups. Donations of any size are most welcome, and you donate 
$200, you have effectively bought us one key of our piano! If you have donated one or more keys, please don’t  
forget to drop into the office to sign your name on the keyboard print (once restrictions are lifted!). 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=2FkXS2iqd0KnynlEVg0O5aO9T4LfC_NIqYvAqDN9dYNUNEEyMjJTUjhFM0oxOFdQUkNBM0VXM09FSyQlQCN0PWcu




CANTEEN  

FREE YEAR 7 - 10 TUTORING  

3 — 4pm 

ENGLISH 
Mr Carroll—Thursdays in 

the Library 

MATHS/SCIENCE 
Mrs MANN — Thursdays in S3 



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

                                       

                                 Protecting Children from Abuse: For Parents and Carer 

                                            保護孩子免受虐待 給家長和照顧者的資訊 

Bảo vệ Trẻ em khỏi bị Ngược đãi: Dành cho Cha mẹ và Người chăm sóc 

학대로부터 어린이 보호하기: 부모와 보호자를 위한 정보 

    

   Dear parents 

As adults we play a critical role in protection children from harm. The following link provides 

you detailed information. 

For Easy English version, please click the following website, 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_Second ar-

ySchool_FactSheet.pdf 

For other languages, please click “Translated information” in the following website and select your 

language. 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx (Click here) 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_SecondarySchool_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/programs/health/protect/EasyEnglish_SecondarySchool_FactSheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/safety/Pages/child-protection.aspx
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